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PREFACE. 

^HE Papers that compofe the firft of 
•*• thefe volumes were printed about 
eighteen years ago, to which there are now 
added two or three fmall traAs ; and the 
verfes are transferred into the fourth vo* 
lumc apart, with the addition of fuch o- 
thers as we fince have written. The fecond 
and third will confift of feveral fmall trea- 
tifes in profe, in which a friend or two is 
concerned with us. 

Having both of us been extremely ill 
treated by fome bookfellers, efpecially one 
Edmund Curlly it was our opinion that 
the beft method we could take for juftify- 
ing ourfelves, would be to publi(K what^ 
ever loofe papers, in profe and verfe, we 
have formerly written ; not only fuch as 
have already ftolen into the world (very 
much to our regret, and perhaps very lit- 
tle to our credit) but fuch, as in any pro- 
bability hereafter may run the fame fate; 
having been obtained from us by the im- 
portunity, and divulged by the indifcreti- 
on of friends, although reftrained by pro- 
mifes, which few of them are ever known 
Vol. III. b to 
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to obferve, and often think they make us 
a compliment in breaking. 

But the eonfequences have been ftill 
worie : We have been entitled, and have 
. had our names p'efixed at length, to whole 
volumes c^mean produdions, equally o£- 
fenfive to good manners and good fenfe, 
which we never faw nor heard of till th^ 
appeared in print. 

For 2i forgery in fetting a falfe name to 
a writing, which may prejudice another's 
fortune, the law punifhes the offender with 
the lofs of his ears j but has inflided na 
adequate penalty for fuch, as prejudice an- 
other's ' reputation in doing the fame 
thing in print ; though all and every indivi- 
dual book, fo fold under a falfe name, are 
manifeftly fo many feveral and multipli- 
ed forgeries. 

Indeed we hoped, that the goodnature, 
or at leaft the good judgment of the world, 
would have cleared us from the imputa- 
tion of fuch things, as had been thus char- 
ged upon us by the malice of enemies, 
the want of judgment in friends, the un- 
concern of indifferent perfons, and the- 
confident affertions of bookfellers. 

Wc 
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We are afhamed to find (o ill a tafte 
prevail, as to make it a neceflaiy work to 
do this juftice to ourfelves. It is very pof- 
fible for any author to write below him- 
fclf; either his fubjed not proving fo fruit- 
ful, or iitted for him, as he at hrft ima- 
gined ; or his health, or his humour, or 
the prefent difpofition of his mind, un- 
qualifying him atthatjundture: However, 
if he pofleflcd any diflinguifhing marks of 
flyle, or peculiarity of thinking, there 
would remain in his leafl fuccefsful wri- 
tings fome few tokens, whereby perfons of 
tafle might difcover him. 

But fince it hath otherwife fallen out, 
we think we have fufKcicntly paid for our 
want of prudence, and determine for the 
future to be lefs communicative : Or rather, 
having done with fuch amufements, we 
are refolved to give up what we cannot, 
fairly difowh, to the feverity of criticks, 
the malice of perfonal enemies, and the 
indulgence of friends. 

We are forry for the fatire interfperfed 
in fome of thefe pieces upon a few peo- 
ple, from whom the highefl provocations 
have been received, and who by their con- 
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d\x&. fince have fliewn, that they have not 
yet forgiven us the wrong they did. It is 
a very unlucky circumftance, to be obli- 
ged to retaliate the injuries of fuch authors, 
whofc works are fo foon forgotten, that 
we are in danger already of appearing the 
firfl aggrefTors. It is to be lamented, that 
yirgiiUtpsfs a line, which toldpofterity 
he had two enemies called Baviussnid Ma^ 
vius. The wifeft way is not once to name 
them, but (as the madman advifed the gen- 
tleman, who told him he wore a fword to 
kill his enemies) to let them alone and they 
will die of ihemfelves. And according to 
this rule we have aftcd throughout all thofe 
writings, which wc dcfigned for the prefs : 
but in thefe, the publication whereof was 
not owing to our folly, but that of others, 
the omifuon of the names was not in our 
power. At the worft, we can only give 
them that liberty now forfomething, which 
they have fo many years exercifed for no- 
thing, of railing and fcribling againfl us. 
And it is fome commendation, that we have 
not done it all this while, but avoided pub- 
lickly to charafterize any perfon without 
long experience. Nonum prematur in an- 
I . num 
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num is a good rule" for all writers, but 
chiefly for writers of charafters ; becaufe 
it may happen to thde, who vent praife or 
cenfure too precipitately, as it did to an e- 
minent Englijh poet, who celebrated a 
young nobleman for &t&mgDryden\mo- 
numentupon a promife, which his lord- 
{hip forgot, till it was done by another. 

In regard to two perfons only we wifli 
our raillery, though ever fo tender, or re* 
fentment, though ever fo juft, had not 
been indulged. We fpeak oiSiixJohnFan'r 
brugh^ who was a man of wit, and of ho- 
nour ; and of Mr. Add'tfony whole name 
deferves all refped; from every lover of 
learning. 

We cannot deny (and perhaps moil 
writers of our kind have been in the fame 
circumftances) that in fcveral parts of our 
lives, and accordiiig to the difpofitions we 
were- in, we have written fome things, 
which we may wifh never to have thought 
on. Some failles of levity ought to be im- 
puted to youth, (fuppofed in charity, as 
it was in truth, to be the time in which 
we wrote them ;) others to the gaiety of 
our minds at certain junctures common 
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to all men. The publifliing of thefe, 
which we cannot difown, and without our 
confent, is, I think, a greater injury, than 
that of afcribing to us 3ie moft ftupid pro- 
ductions, which we can wholly deny. 

This has been ufually pradifed in other 
countries after a man's deceafe ; which 
in a great meafure accounts for that ma- 
nifeft inequality found in the works of the 
beft authors ; the coUedors only confi- 
dering, that fo many more flieets raife the 
price of the book ; and the greater fame 
a writer is in pofleflion of, the more of 
fuch trafh he may bear to have tacked to 
him. Thus it is apparently the editor's 
intereft to infert, what the author's judg- 
ment had rejeded; and care is always 
taken to interfperfe thefe additions in fuch 
a manner, that fcarce any book of confe- 
quence can be bought, without purchafing 
fomething unworthy of the author along 
with it. 

But in our own country it is ftill worfe: 
Thofe very bookfellers, who havelupport- 
ed themfelves upon an author's fame while 
he lived, have done their utmoft after hia 
death to lelTen it by fuch pradices : Even 

a man's 
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a man's laft wilt is not fecure from being 
expoied in print ; whereby his moft par- 
ticular regards, and even his dying ten- 
demcfles are laid open. It has been hu- 
moroufly faid, that feme have fifhed the 
very jakes for papers left there by men of 
wit : But it is no jeft to affirm, that the 
cabinets of the iick, and the clofets of the 
dead, have been broke open and ranfack- 
ed to publifti our private letters^ and di- 
vulge to all mankind the moft fecretfen- 
timents and intercourfe of friendfliip. Nay, 
thele fellows are airived to that height of 
impudence, that when an author has pub- 
lickly difownedalpurious Piece, they have 
difputed his own name with him in print- 
ed advertifements ; which has been prac- 
tifed to Mr. Congreve and Mr. Prior, 

We are therefore compelled, in refped: 
to truth, to fubmit to a very great hard- 
ship; to own fuch pieces, as in our ftrider 
judgments we would have fupprefTed for 
ever : We are obliged to confefs, that this 
whole colledion, in a manner, confifts of 
what we not only thought unlikely to 
reach the future, but unworthy even of 
the ^refmt age j not our ftudies, but our 
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follies; not our works, but our idlenefles. 

Some comfort however it is, that all of 
them are innocent, and moft of them, 
flight as they are, had yet a moral tenden- 
cy ; either to foften the virulence of parties 
againA each other ; or to laugh out of coun- 
tenance fome vice or folly of the time ; or 
to difcredit the impositions of quacks and 
falfe pretenders to fcience; or to humble 
the arrogance of the ill-natured and envi- 
ous ; in a word, to leffen the vanity , and 
promote the good humour of mankind. 

Such as they are, we muft in truth con- 
fefs, they are ours^ and others fliould in 
juftice believe, they are all that are ours. 
If any thing elfe has been printed, in which 
we really had any hand, it is either into- 
lerably imperfect, or loaded with fpurious 
additions ; fometimes even with infertions 
of mens names, which we never meant, 
and for whom we hav€ an efteem and re- 
fped. Even thofe pieces, in which we are 
leaft injured, have never before been print- 
ed from the true copies, or with any to- 
lerable degree of corre<ftnefs. We declare, 
that this colle<Slion contains every piece, 
which in the idleft humour we have writ- 
ten 
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ten ; not only fuch, as came under our re- 
view or corredlion j but many others, 
which however unfiniftied, are not now 
in our power to fupprefs. Whatlbever 
was in our own pofjeffion at thepubliflung 
hereof, or of which no copy was gone a- 
broad, we have actually deftroyed, to 
prevent all pofllbility"of the like treatment. 
Thefe volumes likewife will contain all 
the papers, wherein we have callially had 
any (hare ; particularly thofe writ ten in con- 
jundion with our friends, Dr. y^rbuthnot 
and Mr. Gay ; and laftly, all of this fort 
compofed fingly by either of thofe hands. 
The reader is therefore delired to do thefame 
juftice to thefe our friends, as to us,; and 
to be affured that all the thingSy called our 
mifcellanies (except the works of Alexati" 
der Pope, publifhed by B. Lintot, in quar- 
to, zxA folio in 1 7 1 7 ; thofe of Mr. Gay 
by J, Tonfon^ in quarto^ in 1 720 j and as 
many of thefe mifcellanies as have been for- 
merly printed by Benj. Tooke) are abfo- 
Jutely fpurious, and without our confent 
impofed upon the publick. 

Twickenham, JoNATH. SwiFT 

.J% 27, 1727. Alex. Pope 

THE 
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THE following difcourfe is a kind of remonftrance in behalf 
of king William and his friends, againft the proceedings of the 
houfe of commons ; and was publiihed during the rece% of par- 
liament in the fummer of 1701, with a view to engage them in 
milder meafures when ^hey (hould meet again. 

At this time Ltewis XIV. was making large ftrides towards 
univerfal monarchy; plots were carrying on at St, Germains\ the 
Dutch had acknowledged the duke of Anjou as king oi Spain^ 
and king William was made extremely uneafy by tbe violence 
with which many of his minifters and chief favourites were pur- 
fued by the commons ; the king, to appeafe their refentment, had 
made feveral changes in his miniftry, and removed fome of his 
moft faithful fervants from places of the higheft truft and digni- 
ty : this expedient, however, had proved ineflFedhi^, and the 
copimons perfifled in their oppofition ; they began by impeaching^ 
William Bentinck^ earl o( Portland^ groom of the ftolc j and pro- 
ceeded to the impeachment oijohn SomerSy baron Somers oiEve^ 
Jham^ firft lord-keeper, afterwards lord chancellor; Edward Ruf- 
fely earl oiOrford^ lord trcafurer of the navy, and one of the lords 
commiffioncrs of the admiralty ; and Charles Mountague^ earl of 
Halifax^ one of the commifSoners of the treafury, and afterwards 
chancellor of the exchequer. Its general purport is to damp the 
warmth of the commons by fhewing, that the meafures they 
purfued had a direS tendency to bring on the tyranny, which 
they profefled to oppofe ; and the particular cafes of tbe impeach* 
ed lords are paralleled in Athenian charaders. 
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DISCOURSE 

OP THE 

CONTESTS and DISSENTIONS 

Between tbx 

NOBLES and the COMMONS 

IN 

ATHENS and ROME; 

With the G>nfequences they had upon 
both thofe States. 



Si tibl vera viJetttrj 



Dedtmanus, i^fifajfaefiy aaingerg eaittra. huCMJi 
Written in the Year I70i« 

CHAP. I. 

IT is agreed, that in all government there 
is an abfolute unlimited power, which 
naturally and ori^nally feems to be placed 
in the whole body, where-ever the execu- 
tive part of it lies. This holds in the body 
natural 5 for where-ever we place the be- 
ginning 
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2 CONTESTS AND DISSENTIONS 

ginning of motion, whether from the head, 
br the heart, or the animal fpirits in gene- 
ral, the body moires and a^ by a confent 
of all its parts. This unlimited power, 
placed fundamentally in the body of a peo> 
pie, is what the bed legiflators of all ages 
nave endeavoured, in their (everal fchemes 
or inftitutions of government, to depofite 
in fuch hands as would preferve the people 
from rapine and oppremon within, as well 
as violence from without. Moft of them 
(eem to agree in this, that it was a trufl; too 
great to be committed to any one man or 
iaflcmbly, and therefore they left the right 
ftill in the whole body ; but the admini- 
ftration or executive part in the hands of 
the one J thtfewy or the manyy into which 
three powers all independent bpdiesof men 
feem naturally to divide; for by all I have 
read of thofe innumerable and petty com- 
monwealths in Italy f Greece^ and Sicily ^ 
as well as the great ones of Carthage and 
^me^ it feems to me, that a free people 
met together, whether by compaSl^ or fa- 
mily-government, as (bon as they fall into 
any a<^ of civil {bciety,.do of thcmfelves 
divide into three powers. The firft is that 

of 
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of fome ohe eminent fptfit, who, having 
fignalized his valour and fortune in defence 
of his country, or by the pradice of popu- 
lar arts at home, comes to have great influ- 
ence on the people, to grow their leader in 
warlike expeditions, aini to prefide, after a 
fort, in their civil aflemblies ; and this is 
grounded upon the principles of nature and 
common reafon, which in all difficulties or 
dangers, where prudence or courage is 
required, do rather incite us to fly for coun- 
fel or afliflance to a Angle perfon, than a 
multitude. The fecond natural divifion of 
power is of fuch men, who have acquired 
large pofleflJons, and confequently depen- 
dancies, or defcend from anceftors who 
have left them great inheritances, together 
with an hereditary authority. Thefe eafily 
uniting in thoughts and opinions, and ad- 
ing in concert, begin to enter upon mea- 
iures for fecuring their properties, which 
are befl upheld by preparing againft inva- 
fions from abroad, and maintaining peace 
at home ; this commences a great coun- 
cil or fenate of nobles for the weighty af- 
fairs of the nation. The laft divifion is 
of the mafs or body of the people, whofe 

part 
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part of power is great and indifputablei 
whenever they can unite either coUedively, 
or by deputation, to exert it. Now the 
three forms of government, fo generally 
known in the fchools, differ only by the 
civil adminiflration being placed in the 
hands of one, or ibmetimes two, (as in 
Sparta) who were called kings ; or in a 
ienate, who were called the nobks ; or in 
the people coUedive or reprefentative, 
who may be called the commons. Each of 
thefe had frequently the executive power 
in Greece^ and fometimes in Rome : but 
the power in the laft refbrt was always 
meant by legiflators to be held in balance 
among all three. And it will be an eter- 
nal rule in politicks among every free peo- 
ple, that there is a balance of power to 
be carefully held by every flate within it- , 
felf, as well as among feveral flates with 
each other. 

The true meaningof abalance of power, 
either without or within a flate, is befl 
conceived by coniidering, what the nature 
of a balance is. It fuppcfes three things : 
Firfl, the part which is held, together with 
the hand that holds it ; and then the two 

fcales. 
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fcales, with whatever is weighed therein. 
Now confider feveral dates in a neigh-> 
bourhood ; in order to preferve peace be- 
tween thefe flates, it is necefTary they 
fhould be formed into a balance, wheieof 
one or more are to be directors, who are 
to divide the reft mto equal fcales, and up~ 
on occaflon remove from one into the other, 
or elfe fall with their own weight into the 
lighteft; fo in a ftate within itfelf, the ba- 
Isunce muft be held by a third hand, who 
is to deal the remaining power with the ut- 
moftexadnefs into the feveral fcales. Now 
it is not neceflary, that the power fhould be 
equally divided between thefe three ; for 
the balance may be held by the weakeft, 
who, by his addrefs and conduct, remov- 
ing from either fcale, and adding of his own, 
may keep the fcales duly poifed. Such was 
that of the two kings of Sparta, the con- 
fular power in RomCy that of the kings of 
Media before the reign of Cyrus y as repre- 
lented by Xemphon ; and that of the fe- 
veral limited ftates in the Gothick Infti- 
tution. 

When the balance is broken, whether by 
the negligence, folly, or weaknefs of the 

hand 
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hand that held it, or by mighty weights 
fallen into either fcale, the power will ne- 
ver continue long in equal divifion between 
the two remaining parties, but, till the ba- 
lance is fixed anew, will run entirely into 
one. This gives the trueft accoimt of what 
is imderftood in the moft antient and ap- 
proved Greek authors by the word Tyran- 
ny ^ which is not meant for the feizing of 
the uncontrolled or abfolute power into the 
hands of a fingle perfon, (as many fuper- 
ficial men have grofly miftaken,) but for 
the breaking of the balance by whatever 
hand, and leaving the power wholly in 
one (bale : For tyranny and ufurpation in 
a ftate are by no means confined to any 
number, as might eafily appear fi-om ex- 
amples enough ; and becaufe the point is 
material, I (hall cite a few to prove it. 

The * Romans having fent to Athens^ 
and the Greek cities of Italy, for the co- 
pies of the beft laws, chofe ten legiflators 
to put them into form, and during the ex- 
ercife of their office, fufpended the confu- 
lar power, leaving the adminiftration of 

• Pionyf. Hal. lib. ic. 
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IN ATHENS AND ROME. 7 

affairs in their hands. Thefe very men, 
though chofen for fuch a work, as the di- 
gefting a body of laws for the government 
of a free ftate, did immediately ufurp ar- 
bitrary power ; ran into all the forms of it, 
had their guards and Ipies after the prac- 
tice of the tyrants of thofe ages, affeded 
kingly ftate, deftroyed the nobles^ and 
oppreffed the people ; one of theni pro- 
ceeding fo far, as to endeavour to force a 
lady of great virtue : the very crime, which 
gave occafion to the expulfion of the regal 
power but fixty years before, as this at- 
tempt did to that of the Decemviru 

The Ephori in Sparta were at firft only 
certain perfons deputed by the kings to 
judge in civil matters, while M^j' were em- 
ployed in the wars. Thefe men at feveral 
times ulurped the abfolute authority, and 
were as cruel tyrants, as any in their age. 

Soon * after the unfortunate expediti- 
on into Sicily^ the Athenians chofe four 
hundred men for adminiftration of affairs, 
who became a body of tyrants; and were 
called, in the language of thofe ages, an 

♦ Thucyd. lib. 8. 
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oligarchy, or tyranny of the few ; under 
wnich hateful denomination they were 
foon after depofed in great rage by the peo- 
ple. 

When -fAtbenrwin fubdued by Lyfan- 
defy he appointed thirty men for the ad- 
miniftration of that city, who immediate- 
ly fellfinto the rankeft tyranny : but this 
was not all ; for conceiving their power 
not founded on a bajis large enough, they 
admitted tliree thoufand into a (hare of the 
government ; and thus fortified, became 
the cruelleft tyranny upon record. They 
murdered in cold blood great numbers, 
of the beft men, without any provocation, 
from the meer lull of cruelty, like Ner» 
or Caligula. This was fuch a number of 
tyrants together, as amounted to near a 
third part of the whole city ; for * Xene- 
fhon tells us, that the city contained a^ 
bout ten thoufand houfes ; and allowing 
one man to every houfe, who could have 
any fhare in the government, (the reft 
confifling of women, children, and fer- 
vants) and making other obvious abate- 

t Xenoph. de Rebus Grace 1. 2. * Memorab. lib. 3. 
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IN ATHENS AND ROME. 9 

ments, thefe tyrants, if they had been care- 
ful to adhere together, might have been 
a majority even of the people colled:ive. 

In f the time of the fccond PunickwaTy 
the balance of power in Carthage was got 
on the fide of the people, and this to a 
degree, that fome authors reckon the go- 
vernment to have been then among them 
a dominatio plebisy or tyranny of the com- 
mons; which it feems they were at all 
times apt to fall into, and was at laft a- 
mong the caufes, that ruined their ftate : 
and the frequent murders of their gene- 
rals, which X Diodorus tells us was grown 
to an eftabliftied cuftom among them, 
may be another inftance, that tyranny is 
not confined to numbers. 

I fhall mention but one example mwe 
among a great number, that might be pro- 
duced ; II it is related by the author laft 
cited. The orators of the people at Ar- 
^os (whether you will flyle them in mo- 
dern phrafe, great fpeakers of the houfe ; 
or only, in general, reprefentatives of the 
people coUedive) ftirred up the commons 

+ Polyb. Frag. lib. 6. X Lib. 20. || Lib. 15. 
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10 CONTESTS AND DISSENTIONS 

againft the nobles, of whom 1 600 were 
murdered at once; and at laft, the orators 
themfelves, becaufe they left off their ac- 
cufations, or, to fpeak intelligibly, becaufe 
they wiihdrew their impeachments ; ha- 
ving, it feems, raifed a fpirit they were not 
able to lay. And this laft circumftance, as 
cafes have lately flood, may perhaps be 
worth noting. 

From what hath been already advan- 
ced, feveral conclusions may be- drawn : 

Fir fly That a mixed government par- 
taking of the known forms received in the 
fchools is by no means oi Go thick inven- 
tion, but hath place in nature and rea- 
fon, feems very well to agree with the fen- 
timents of moft legiflators, and to have 
been followed in moft ftates, whether they 
have appeared under the name of monar- 
chies, ariftocracies, or democracies : for 
not to mention the feveral republicks of 
this compofition in Gaul and Germany ^ 
defcribed by Cafar and Tacitus, Polybius 
tells us, the beft government is that, which 
confifts of three forms, * regnOy optima- 

* Fragm. lib. 6. 
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ttufrty @f popuH imperio ; which may be 
fairly tranflated, the king^ lords^ and cotn- 
mons. Such was that ofSpartay in its pri- 
mitive inftitution by Ljfcurgus; who, ob- 
ferving the corruptions and depravations 
to which every of thefe was fubjedl, com- 
pounded his fcheme out of all j fo that it 
was made up of regesy fenioresy &^ popu- 
lus. Such alio was the ftate of Rofrie un- 
der its conluls : and the author tells us, 
that the Romans kll upon this model pure- 
ly by chance, {which I take to have been 
nature and common reafon) but the Spar- 
tans by thought and defign. And fuch at 
Carthage was the "f- fumma reipublkeey or 
power in the laft refort ; for they had their 
kings called fuffetesy and a fenate which 
had the power oi nobles y and the people had 
a fhare eftablifhed too. 

Secondlyy It will follow, That thofe 
reafoners, who employ io much of their 
zeal, their wit, and their leifure for the 
upholding the balance of power in Chri- 
ftendom, at the fame time that by their 
pradHces they are endeavouring to deftroy 

• Id. ib. 
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it at home, are not luch mighty patriots^ 
or fb much in the true intereft of their coun- 
try, as they would aiFed to be thought ; 
but feem to be employed like a man, who 
pulls down with his right hand what he 
has been building with his left. 

Thirdly^ This makes appear the error 
of thofe, who think it an uncontrollable 
maxim, that power is always fafcr lodged 
in many hands than in one : for if thefe 
many hands be made up only from one of the 
tlu-ee divifions before mentioned, it is plain 
from thofe examples already produced, 
and eafy to be paralleled in other ages and 
countries, that they are as capable of en- 
flaving the nation, and of ading all man- 
ner of tyranny and oppreffion, as it is pof- 
fible for a iingle perfon to be, though we 
fhpuld fuppofe their number not only to 
be of four or five hundred, but above three 
thoufand. 

Again^ It is manifeft from what has 
been laid, that in order to preferve the ba- 
lance in a mixed flate, the limits of pow- 
er depofited with each party ought to be 
afcertained, and generally known. The" 
defed of this is the caufe, that introduces 
; « thofe 
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i^ofe ilnigglings in a flate about preroga- 
tm and Merty^ about encroachments of 
the few upon the rights of the many^ and 
of the maw^ upon the privileges of the/«£;, 
which ever did, and ever will conclude in 
a tyranny ; firft either of the^kt;, or the 
matrf^ but at laft infallibly of a iingle per- 
fon : for, whichever of the three divifi- 
ons in a ftate is upon the fcramble for more 
power than its own, (as one or other of 
them generally is) unlefs due care be takea 
hy the other two, upon every new quef- 
don that ^iifes, they will be fure to de- 
cide in favour ei tnemfclves, talk much 
<^ inherent right ; they will nourifh up a 
dormant power, and referve privilegea 
in pettQ^ to exert upon occaiions, to 
fervc expedients, and to urge upcMi necef- 
iitues ; they will make large demands, ami 
fcanty conceffions, ever coming off con- 
ikierable gainers : thus at length the ba- 
laaee is broke, and tyranny let in ; from 
which door of the three it matters not. 

To jwetend to 2ideciarative right upon 
any occa^on whatfoever, is little lefs than 
to make ufe of the whole power ; that is, 
tQ 4^clare an opinion to be law,, which 

Q 4 has 
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has always been contefted, or perhaps ne-* 
ver ftarted at all before fuch an incident 
brought it on the ftagc. Not to confent to 
the enadting of fuch a law, which has no 
view belides the general good, unlefs an- 
other law fhall at the fame tinie pafs, 
with no' other view but that of advancing 
the power of one party alone ; what is this 
but to claim a pofitive voice, as well as a 
negative ? * To pretend that great changes 
and alienations of property have created 
new and great dependencies, and confe- 
quently new additions of power, as fome 
reafoners have done, is a moft dangerous 
tenet. If dominion muft follow property, 
let it follow in the fame pace ; for chaiige 
in property through the bulk of a nation 
makes flow marches, and its due power 
always attends it. To conclude, that what- 
ever attempt is begun by an aflfembly, 
ought to be purfued to the end, without 
regard to the greatefl incidents that ijiay 

• This feems to allude to a ceed without the fupply, and 
prdSice of the houfe of com- as it became neceflary to re- 
mons called Tacking : when jeft or receive both the bills 
they fufpefted that a faVourit* thus tacked together, this ex- 
bill would be rejefled, they pedient perfectly anfwered it* 
tacked it to a money-bill ; and purpofc. 



«9 it was npt poffihle to ptq-. 
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IN ATHENS AND ROME. 15 

happen to alter the cafe : to count it mean, 
and below the dignity of a houfe^ to quit a 
profecution ; to refolve upon a conclulion 
before it is poflible to be apprifed of the 
premifes : to ad thus, I fay, is to afFe£fc 
not only abfolute power, but infalHbility 
too. Yet fuch unaccountable proceedings 
as thefe have popular affemblies engaged 
in, for want of fixing the due limits of 
farmer 2sA privilege. 

Great changes may indeed be made in 
a government, yet the form continue, and 
the balance be held : but large intervals 
of time muft pafs between every fuch in- 
novation, enough to melt down and make 
it of a piece with the conftitution. Such, 
we are told, were the proceedings oiSolorty 
when he modelled anew the Athenian 
common-wealth ; and what convulfions 
in our own, as well as other ftates, have 
been bred by a negled: of this rule, is freih 
and notorious enough : it is too foon in 
all confcience to repeat this error again. 

Having {hewn, that there is a natural ba- 
lance of power in all free ftates, and how 
it hath been divided, fometimesby thepeo- 
ple themfelves, as in Rame^ at others by 

the 
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the inititutions of the legiiktcn^, as in thdi 
feveral ^te&c£Greece andSicify ; the next 
thing is to examine, what methods have, 
been taken to break or overthrow this ba- 
lance, which every one of the three parties 
hath continually endeavoured, as oppor- 
tunities have ferved ; as might appear from 
the ftcaies of moft ages and countries : for 
abfolute power in a particular flate, is of 
the fame nature with univerfal monarchy 
m feveral ftates adjoining to each other. 
So endlefs and excM-bitant are the defires 
of men, whether considered in their per- 
ims or their ftates, that they will grafp at 
aU, and caii form no fcheme of perfed: 
happinefs with lefs. Ever fince men have 
been united into gcrtrernments, the hopes 
and «ideavours after univerfal monarchy 
have been bandied among them, from the 
reign of Ninus to this of the moji chrifii- 
an king ; in which purluits common- 
wealths have had their fhare as well as 
monarchs : fo the Athenians^ the Spar- 
tansy the Tiehans, and the Aehaiamy did 
Several times aim at the univerf^ monar- 
chy of Greece : fo the common-wealths 
of Carthage and Rome afieded the univcr- 
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IN ATHENS AND ROME. 17 

lal monarchy of the then known world. 
In like manner hath abfblute power been 
purfued by the feveral parties of each par- 
ticular ftate; wherein fingle perfons have 
met with moll fuccels, though the endea-' 
vours of xh^few and the many have been 
frequent enough : yet, being neither lb 
uniform in their deligns, nor {o direct in 
their views, they neither could manage 
nor maintain the power they had got ; but 
were ever deceived hy the popularity and 
ambition of fome lingle perfon. So that 
it will be always a wrong ftep in policy,^ 
for the nobles or commons to carry their en- 
deavours after power lb far, as to over- 
throw the balance ; and it would be e- 
nough to damp their warmth in luch pur- 
iuits, if they could once refled, that in 
luch a courfe they will be fure to run up- 
on the very rock, that they meant to avoid ; 
which, I luppofe they would have us think, 
is the tyranny of a fingle perfon. 

Many examples might be produced of 
the endeavours of each of thefe three ri- 
vals after ablblute power ; but I Ihall luit 
my difcourfe to the time I am writing in, 
and relate only fuch diflentions in Greece 

. and 
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and Rome, between ^^nobles and commons^ 
with the confequences of them, wherein 
the latter were the aggreflbrs. 

I fhall begin with Greece, where my 
obfcrvations fhall be confined to Athens, 
though feveral inftances might be brought 
from other ftates thereof. 

CHAP. II. 

Of the dijfentions /» Athens, between the 
few and the many. 

'-pHESEUS is the firft, who is record- 
■■■ ed with any appearance of truth to 
have brought the Grecians from a barba- 
rous manner of Kfe, among fcattercd vil- 
lages, into cities ; and to have eftablifti- 
ed the popular Jiate in Athens, afligning 
to himfelf the guardianfhip of the laws 
and chief command in war. He was 
forced after fome time to leave the Athe- 
nians to their own meafures upon ac- 
count of their feditious temper, which e- 
ver continued with them, till the final 
diflblution of their government by the Ro- 
mans. It feems, the country about Attica 
was the moft barren of any in Greece ;• 

through 
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IN ATHENS AND ROME. 19 

through which means it happened, that the 
natives were never expelled by the fury of 
invaders, (who thought it not worth a 
conqueft) but continued always Abori- 
gines ; and therefore retained through all 
revolutions a tindure of that turbulent 
fpirit, wherewith their government began. 
This injftitution dtThejeus appears to have 
been rather a fort of mixed monarchy, 
than a popular ftate, and for aught we 
know, might continue fo during the feries 
of kings till the death of Codrus. From 
this laft prince Solon was faid to be de- 
fcended ; who, finding the people engag- 
ed in two violent fadiions of the poor and 
the rich, and in great confufion thereup- 
on ; refufing the monarchy, which was of-^ 
fered him, chofe rather to caft the govern- 
ment after another model, wherein he 
made due provifions for fettling the ba- 
lance of power, chufing a fenate of four 
hundred, and difpofing the magiftracies 
and offices according to men's eftates; 
leaving to the multitude their votes in e- 
leding, and the power of judging certain 
procelTes by appeal. This council of four 
hundred was chofen, one hundred out of 

each 
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each tribe, and feems to have been a body 
reprefentative of the people : though the 
people colledive referved a fliare of power 
to themfelves. It is a point of hiftory per- 
plexed enough; but thus much is certain, 
that the balance of power was provided 
for; elle Pififiratus^ called by authors the 
tyrant of Athens^ could never have go- 
remed fo peaceably, as he did, * without 
changing any of Solon % laws. Thefe fe- 
veral powers, together with that of the 
iarchon or chief magiftrate, made up the 
form of government in Athens^ at what 
time it began to appear upon the fcene of 
ddiion and ftory. 

The firft great man bred up under this 
inftitution was MUtiadeSy who lived about 
ninety years after Solon^ and is reckoned 
to have been die firft great captain, not 
avXy oi Athens y but of all Gr^^c^. From 
the time of Mikiades to that of fhociony 
who is looked upon as the laft famous ge- 
neral oi Athens y are about 130 years : af- 
ter which they were fubdued and inftilted 
by Alexanders captains, and continued 

• Herodot. lib. U 
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under feveral revolutions a fmall truckling 
flate, of no name or reputation) till they 
fell with the reft of Grace under the power 
of the Romans. 

During this period from Mikiades to 
Phocimy I fhall trace the condud of the 
jitbemans with relation to their difTenti- 
ons between the people and fome of their 
generals ; who at that time, by their power 
and credit in the army, in a warlike ccMn^ 
monwealth, and often fupported by each 
other, were with the magiftrates and other 
civil officers a fort of counterpoife to the 
power of the peqjle, who fince the death 
oi Solon had already made great encroach- 
ments. What thefe diiTentions were, how 
founded, and what the confequences of 
them, I fhall briefly and impartially re- 
late. 

I muft here premife, that the nobles in 
Athens were not at this time a corporate 
aflembly, that I can gather ; therefore 
the refentments of the Commons were u- 
fiially turned againft particular perfbns, 
and by way of articles of impeachment. 
Whereas the commons in Romcy and fome 
other dates, as will appear in a proper 

place, 
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place, though they followed this method 
upoa occafion, yet generally purfued the 
enlargement of their power by more let 
quarrels of one entire aflembly againil an- 
other. However, the cuftom of particu- 
lar impeachments being not Hmited to for- 
mer ages, any more tlian that of general 
ftruggles and diflentions between fixed af- 
fembUes of nobles and commons, and the 
ruin of Greece having been owing to the 
former, as that of RomewSLS to the latter, 
I fhall treat on both exprefly ; that thofe 
ftateswho are concerned in either (if at leaft 
there be any fuch now in the world) may, 
by obferving the means and iffues of for- 
mer diflentions, learn whether the caufes 
are alike in theirs ; and if they find them 
to be lb, may confider whether they ought 
not juftly to apprehend the fame effedis. 
To {peak of every particular perfon im- 
peached by the Commons oi Athens with- 
in the compafs defigned, would introduce 
thehiftory of almoft every great man they 
had among them : I fhall therefore take 
notice only of fix, who Hving in that pe- 
riod of time when Athens was at the height 
of its glory, as indeed it could not be o- 

therwifc 
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therwifewhilefuch hands wereat thehelm^ 
though impeached for high crimes andmif- 
demeamrsy {uckasirihery, arbitrary pro* 
ceedings^ mif applying or embezzling pub- 
lick funds^ illcondu3 at fea^ and the like, 
were honoured and lamented by their 
country, as the jM-efervers of it, and have 
had the veneration of all ages fince pdd 
juftly to their memories. 

Miltiades was one of the Athenian ge-i» 
nerals a^nft the Perfian power, and the 
famous vidory at Marathon was chiefly 
owing to his valour and conduct. Being 
feirt: fome time after to reduce the iiland 
Par 05, he miftook a great fire at adiftance 
for the fleet, and being no ways a match 
for them, let feil for Athens ; at his arrival 
he was impeached by the commons for trea- 
chery, though not able to appear by rea- 
(bn of his wounds, fined 30000 crowns, 
and died in prifon. Though the conlc- 
qu&ices of this proceeding upon the affairs 
K>i Athens were no other than the untimely 
lols of fo great and good a man, yet I 
could not forbear relating it. 

Their next great man was Arijlides f. 

f Lord Sonurs, Ht was the gpncrtl patron of the literati. 

OrR£RY. 
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Befides the mighty fervice he had done hif 
country in the wars, he was a perfon of 
the ftri<9:eft juftice, and beft acquainted 
with the laws as well as forms of their go- 
vernment, fo that he was in a manner 
chancellor of Athens. This man, upon a 
flight and falfe accufation oiftweuring ar^ 
hitrary power ^ was banifhed by ofiracifm\ 
which rendered into modern Englijh would 
fignify, that they voted he jhould he re- 
moved from their prefence and council for 
ever. But however, they had the wit to 
recall him, and to that adion owed the pre^ 
fervation of their ftate by his future fer-r 
vices. For it muft be ftill confeffed in be- ; 
half erf" the Athenian people, that they ne- 
ver conceived themfelves perfedly infalli- 
ble, nor arrived to the heighths oi modern 
affemblies^ to make obflinacy confirm what 
judden heat and temerity began. They 
thought it not below the dignity of an af- 
fembly to endeavour at corre<^ing an ill 
ftep ; at leaft to repent, though it often 
fell out too late. 

Themijiocles % was at firft a commoner hinx- 

■ X Earl of Orford. He had- affairs of the navy having 
been conddered in a manner been committed to his charge, 
as lord high admiral, the whole Orrery. 
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felf : it was he, that raifed the Athenian^ 
to their greatnefs at fea, which he thought 
to be the true and conftant intereft of that 
commonwealth; and the famous naval 
yi<9:ory over the Perjians at Salamais was 
owing to his condud:. It feems the people 
obferved fomewhat of haughtinefs in his 
temper and behaviour, and therefore ba- 
nilhed him for five years; but finding Ibme 
flight matter of accufation againft him, 
they fent to feize his perlbn, and he hardly 
efcaped to the Per ft an court ; from whence, 
if the love of his country had not fuf- 
mounted its bafe ingratitude to him, he had 
many invitations to return at the head of 
the Perjian fleet, and take a terrible re- 
venge : but he rather chofe a voluntary 
death. 

The people oi Athens impeachd Peri- 
cles -f for mtfapplying thepublick revenues to 

D 2 his 



\ Lord Halifax, He had a Panther ; the parody is drawn 

fine genius for poetry, and from Horace's /able of the city 

had employed his more youth- moufe and country moufe : but 

fcA part of life in that fcience. afterwards, upon Mr. Moun- 

He was diftinguifhed by the tague's promotion to the chan- 

name of Moufe Mountague, cellorfliip of the exchequer, 

having ridiculed, jointly with Prior, with a good-humoured 

Mat. Prior, Mr. Dryden's fa- indignation at feeing his friend 

oious poem of the Hind and preferred and himfelf negled- 

ed. 
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his vym private ufe. He had been a per- 
fbn of great defervings from the republick* 
wa$ an admirable fpeahr^ and very popn-r 
lar. His accounts 'were confufed) and he 
fouldnotthengivethemupiXhtxQiox^mextXy 
to divert that difficulty, and the confe- 
quences of it, he was forced to engage his 
country in ^^Pelopennejianwsir^ the long- 
eft that ever was known in Greece^ and 
which ended in the utter ruin of Athens. 
The fame people having refolved to fub- 
due Sicily y fent a mighty fleet under the 
command oiNiciaSy Lyjimachus^ and Al- 
(iibiade$ ; the two former perfons of age 
and experience j the laft a young man of 
noble birth, excelleiat education, and a 
plentiful fortune. A little before the fleet 
fet fail, it feems one night the ftone-images. 
i^/i Mercury y placed in feveral parts of the 
city, were all pared in the face : this adioa 
the Athenians interpreted for a defign of 
deftroying the popular ftate ; and Alcibi- 
adesy having been formerly noted for the 

ed, concludes an epiftle writ- wood Shepherd, Efq; with 
ten in the year 1 698, to Fleet- thefe three lines : 

My friend Cben-Us MounUiguis prefcrr'd. 

Nor would I have it lone obfcrv'd 

That one mufe eats wlme ttthtr's ftanr'd, Orrertt.. 

likeL 
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like frolkks and excurlions, was immedi'^ 
ately accufed of this. He, whether con- 
icious of his innocence, or ^uredofthe 
iecrecy, offered to come to his tryal be- 
fore he went to his command j uris the 
Athenians refuied. But as ^xm as he was 
got to Sicily y they fent for him back, de- 
signing to take the advtotage, and profe- 
cute him in the abfence of his firiehds, and 
'of the army, where he was very power- 
ful. It feems, he underftood the refent- 
inents of a popular aflembly too well to 
truft them ', and therefore, inftead of re- 
turning, efcaped to Sparta j where his 
dcfires of revenge prevailing over his love 
to his country, he became its greatefl ene- 
my. Mean while the Athenians before »S!r- 
ci^y by the death oforie commander, and 
x!b!t fuperftition, wcaknefs, and perfed ill 
conduct of the other, were utterly deftroy- 
cd, the whole fket taken, and a miferable 
Slaughter made of the army, whereof hard- 
ly one ever returned. Some time after this 
Alcibiades\^2& recalled upon his own con- 
ditions by the neceffities of the people, 
and made chief commaiwier at fea ana 
land 5 but his lieutenant engaging againft 
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his pofitive orders, and being beaten by 
Lyfander, Alcibiades was again difgraced, 
and banifhed. However, the Athenians 
having loft all ftrength and heart fince their 
misfortune at SkUy^ and now deprived of 
the only perfon that was able to recover 
their lofles, repent of their rafhnels, and 
endeavour in vain for his reftoration ; the 
Perjian lieutenant, to whofe protedion he 
fled, making him a facrifice to the refentr 
ments oi Lyfander the general of the La- 
cedemoniansy who now reduces all the do- 
minions of the Athenians^ takes the city, 
razes their walls, ruins their works, and 
changes the form of their government ; 
which though again reftored for fome time 
by Thrafybulus (as their walls were rebuilt 
by Conon) yet here we muft date the fall of 
the-^/^^///<3!/?greatnefs ; the dominion and 
chief power in Greece from that period to 
the time of Alexander the Great ^ which 
was about fifty years, being divided be- 
tween the Spartans and Thebans. Though 
Philips Alexanders father (the moji chrif-^ 
tianking of that age) had indeed fome time 
before begun to break in upon the repub- 
Hcks of Greece by conqueft or bribery ; 
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particularly dealing larg^ - money among 
Jome popular orator s^ by which he brought 
many of them, as the term of art was 
then, to Philippize. 

In the time oi Alexander and his cap- 
tains, the Athenians were offered an op^ 
portunity of recovering their liberty, and 
being reftored to their former ftate ; but 
the wife turn they thought to give the 
matter, was by an impeachment and la-< 
crifice of the author, to hinder the fliccefs. 
For, after the deftrudion of 'Thebes by A-^ 
lexander^ this prince defigning the conw 
queft of Athens was prevented by X Pho- 
cion the Athenian general, then ambafla- 
dor from that ftate ; who by his great wif- 
domand fkill at negotiations diverted A- 
lexander from hisdelign, and reftored the 
Athenians to his favour. The very fame 
lliccefs he had with Antipater after Alex- 
anders death, at which time the govern- 
ment was new regulated by Solo7i% laws : . 
Bmi Polyperchon, in hatred to P^<?aW, hav- 
ing by order of the young king, whofe 
governor he was, reftored thofe whom 

X Thte2iT\ oi Portland. Chrery. 
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Phocion had banifhed, the plot fiicceeded. 
Phocion was accufcd by pc^ukr orators, 
and put to death. 

Thus was the moft powerful common- 
wealth of all Greeciy after great degene- 
racies from the mftitutk>n of Solm^ utterly 
dcftroycd by that rafli, jealous, and incon- 
ftant humour of the people, which was 
never &tisfred to fee a general cither vic- 
torious Qx unfortunate j fuch iU judges, as 
well as rewarders, hsvc popular ajjfembliit 
been, of thofc who beft defcrved from 
them. 

Now the circumftance, which make& 
thefe examples of more importance, is> 
that this very power of the people in A- 
thens, clainied fo confidently for an if^te- 
rent right y and infilled on as the undoubted 
privilege of an Athenian bom^ was the 
rankeft encroachment imaginable, and 
the groffeftdegeneracy from the form that 
Solon left them. In fhort, their goverifc- 
ment was grown into a dominatio plebisy or 
tyranny of the people^ who by degrees had 
broke and overthrown the balance, which 
that legiflator had very well fixed and pro- 
vided for. This appears not only from 
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what has been already Cud of that law** 
giver, but more manifeftly from a pafiSige 
in Diodorus ; who tells vi», f That Anti- 
pater) one ^ Alexander V captaimy ahro^ 
gated the popular government (in Athens) 
and refiored the power offuffrages andma^ 
gifiracy tofuch onfy^ as were 'worth two thott^ 
fond drachmas \ fy which means^y fays h^ 
that repuhlick came to he [again^ adrntm" 
fieredhy the lams of Solon, By this quo- 
tation it is manifeft that great author look- 
ed upon Solon s inftitution, and a popu- 
lar government, to be two different things. 
And as for this rcftoration by AntipateTy 
it had neither confequence nor condiru^ 
ance worth obfervii^. 

I mi^t cafily produce many more ex- 
amples, but thefe are fufiktent : and it 
may be worth the readers time toxeficA 
a little on the merits of the caufe, as wdl 
as of the mcny who had been thus dealt 
with by their country. I fliall dired him 
no fiarther than by repeating, that Arin 
ftides was the moft renowned by the peo- 
ple themfelves for his exa£fc juflice and 

f Lib. 18. 

know- 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



32 CONTESTS AND DISSENTIONS 

knowledge in the law ; that Themijiocles v^as 
a moft fortunate admiral, and had got a 
mighty viBory over the great king of Per- 
fiOiS fleet ; that Pericles was an able mini-, 
fler of flat e^ an excellent oratory and a man 
of letters : and laftly, that Phocion^ belides 
flie fuccefs of his arms, was alfo renowned 
for. his negotiatiqns abroad^ having in an 
embajjy brought the great efi monarch of the 
world at that time to the terms of an ho- 
nourable peace^ by which his country was 
freferved. 

I fhall conclude my remarks upon A-- 
thens with the character given us of that 
people by Polybius. About this time^ fays 
he, the Athenians were governed by two 
men\ quite funk in their affairs \ had little 
or no commerce with the refl ^Greece, and 
were become great reverencers of crowned 
heads. 

For, from the time oi Alexander s cap- 
tains till Greece was fubdued by the Ro- 
mansy to the latter part of which this de- 
fcription oi Polybius falls in, Athms never 
produced one famous man either for counT^ 
cils or arms, or hardly for learning. And 
indeed it was a dark jnfipid period through 
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all Greece : for except the Achaian league 
under Aratus and Pbilopamen ; and the 
endeavours oiAgis and Chomnes to reftore 
the ftate oiSparta^ fo frequently harraffed 
by tyrannies occafioned by the popular 
pradices of the ephori^ there was very little 
worth recording. All which confequences 
may perhaps be juftly imputed to this de- 
generacy oi Athens. 

CHAP. III. 

Of the diffentions betiveen the patricians 
and plebeians in Rome, with the con- 
fequences they had upon that fate. 

HAving in the foregoing chapter con- 
fined mylelf to the proceedings of 
the commons only by the method oi im- 
peachments againft particular perfons, with 
the fatal efFeds they had upon the ftate 
of Athens^ I (hall now treat of the dif- 
fentions at Rome between the people and 
the colle<9ive body of the patricians or 
nobles. It is a large fubje<9:, but I fhall 
draw it into as narrow a compafs as I can. 
As Greece, from the mofl ancient ac- 
counts we have pf it, was divided into fe- 
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Tcral kingdoms, fo was rooft part tA Ita^ 
fy f into feveral petty commonwealths. 
And Q& thofe kings in Greece are faid to 
have been depofed by their people upon 
the fcore of their arbitrary proceedings, 
fo on the contrary the commonwealths of 
Italy were all fwallowed up, and con- 
cluded in the tyranny of the Roman em- 
perors. However, the differences betwe^ 
thofe Grecian monarchies, and Italian 
republicks, were not very great : for, by 
the accounts Homer gives us of thofe Gre- 
cian princes who came to the fiege of 
Troy^ as well as by feveral pafTages in the 
OclyJfeSi it is manifeft, that the power of 
thefe {H-inces in their feveral flates was 
much of a fize with that of the kings in 
Sparta^ the archon at Athens^ the fiif- 
fetesat Carthage^ and the c(Mifuls in Rome : 
fo that a limited and divided power feems 
to have been the mdEt antient and inhe- 
rent principles of both thofe people in 
matters of government. And fuch did 
that c^ Rome continue frcMn the time gS 
Romulus, though with fome interrupti- 

t Dionyf. Halicar. 
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ons, to JuHut Cafar^ when it ended in 
the granny of a iingle perfon. During 
which period (not many years longer than 
from the Norman conqueil to our age) 
the commons were growing by degrees 
into power and property, gaining ground 
upon the patricians, as it were> inch by- 
inch, till at lafl they quite oKrertumed the 
balance, leaving all doors open to the 
pracSbices of popular and ambitious men, 
who deftroyed the wifeft republick, and 
enflaved the nobleft people that ever en~ 
tered upon the ftage of the world. By' 
what (leps and degrees this was brought 
to pafs, fhall be the (ubjed of my prefcnt 
enquiry. 

While /?tf/»rwas governed by kings, the 
monarchy was altogether eledtive. Romulus 
himielf, when he had built the city, was de- 
clared king by the univerfal confent of the 
people, and by augury, which was there 
yaAtx^KxAioz divine appointment > Among 
other divifions he made of the people, 
one was into patricians and plebeians : 
the former were like the barons o( Eng- 
land ibme time after the conqueft ; and 
the latter are alfo defcribed to be almoft 
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cxa^y what our commons were thertj 
For they were dependants upon the pa- 
tricians, whom they chofe for their pa-* 
Irons and protedors^ to anfwer for their 
appearance, and defend them in any pro- 
cefs : they alfo fupplied their patrons with 
money in exchange for their protedion* 
This cuftom oi patronagey it feems, was 
very antient, and long pradifed among the 
Greeks. 

Out of thefe patricians Romulus chofe 
an hundred to be 2Lfenate, ox grand coun- 
cily for advice and afTiftance to him in the 
adminiftration. The fenate therefore ori- 
ginally confifted all of nobles^ and were 
of themfelves zjianding council^ the peo- 
ple being only convoked upon fuch oCca- 
fions, as by this inftitution of Romulus 
fell into their cognizance ; thofe were to 
conftitute magiftrates, to give their votes 
for making laws, and to advife upon en- 
tering on a war. But the two former of 
thefe popular privileges were to be con- 
firmed by authority of the fenate ; and 
the laft was only permitted at the king's 
pleafure. This was the utmoft extent of 
power pretended to by the commons in the 
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time of Romulus 'y all the reft being di- 
vided between the king and the fenate ; 
the wh(^e agreeing very nearly with the 
conftitution of England for fome centu- 
ries after the conqueft. 

After a year*s inter-regnum from the 
death of Romulus the fenate of their own 
authority chofe a fucceflbr, and a ftran- 
ger, meerly upon the fame of his virtue, 
w^ithout afking the confent of the com- 
mons; which cuftom they likewife ob- 
ferved in the two following kings. But 
in the eledion of Tarquinius PrifcuSy the 
fifth king, we firft hear mentioned, that 
it was done populi impetratdvenid ; which 
indeed was but very reafonable for a free 
people to exped ; though I cannot re- 
member, in my little reading, by what 
incidents they were brought to advance 
fo great a ftep. However it were, thi^ 
prince in gratitude to the people, by 
whofe confent he was chofen, eleded a 
hundred fenators out of the commons, 
whofe munber, with former additions, 
was now amounted to three hundred. 

The people having once difcovered 
their own ftrength, did foon take oeca* 
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fion to exert it, and that by very great 
degrees. For at this king's death, who 
was murdered by the fons of a former, 
being at a lofs for a (uGceflbr, Servius Tul- 
liusy a ftranger, and of mean extradion, 
was chofen prote<9:or of the kingdom by 
tlt^peopki without theconfent of the fe- 
nate; at which the nobles being dif- 
plealed, he wholly applied himfelf to gra- 
tify the commons, and was by them de- 
clared and confirmed no longer prote<ftor, 
but king. 

This prince firft introduced the cui^ 
tom of giving freedom to fervants, fo as 
to becopae citizens of equal privileges with 
the reft, which very much contributed to 
increafe the power of the people. 

Thus in a very few years the commons 
proceeded fo far, as to wreft even the 
power of chufing a king entirely out of the 
Kands of the nobles ; which was fo great 
a leap, and cau(ed foch a convuHion and 
ftrugglc in the ftate, that the conftitution. 
could not bear it ; but civil dii&ntions a^- 
rofo, which inunediately were followed 
by the tyranny of a flnglc perfon, as this 
was by the utter fobverfion of the regal 
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goviernmentj and by a fettlement upon a 
new foundation. For the nobles, fpight- 
cd at this indignity done them by the com- 
mons, firmly united in a body, depofed 
this prince by plain force, and chofe Tar- 
quin the Proud, who running into all the 
forms and methods of tyranny, after a 
cruel reign, was expelled by an univerfal 
eoncurrence of nobles and people, whom 
the miferies of his reign had reconciled. 

When the conlular government began, 
thfe balance of power between the nobles 
and plebeians was fixed anew : the two 
firft confuls were nominated by the no- 
bles, and confirmed by the commons ; 
and a law was enaded. That no perfon 
fliould bear any magiftracy in Romey in- 
jujfupopuliy that is, vfit^OMt confent of the 
commons. 

In fuch turbulent times as thefe, ma- 
ny of the poorer citizens had contradled 
numerous debts either to the richer fort 
among themfelves, or to fepators and o- 
ther nobles :• and the cafe of debtors in 
Jjome for the firft four * centijries was, after 

• Ab Ur^fe Condita. From the butlSng of the tity. 
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the fet time for payment, ho choice buC 
either to pay or be the creditcw's flave* 
III this jun<9iire the commons leave the 
city in mutiny and difcontent, and will 
liot return but upon condition to be ac-^ 
quitted of all their debts ; and moreover^ 
mat certain magiftrates bechofen yearly^ 
whofe bufinefs it fhall be to defend tne 
commons from injuries. Thefe are called 
tribunes of the people, their perfons are 
held facred and inviolable, and the peo- 
ple bind themfelves by oath never to ab- 
rogate the office. By thefe tribunes, in 
procefs of time, the people were grofly 
impofed on to ferve the turns and occafi- 
ons of revengeful or ambitious men, and 
to commit liich exorbitances as could not 
end, but in the diffolution of the govern- 
ment. 

Thefe tribunes, a year or two after their 
inftitution, kindled great diffentions be- 
tween the nobles and the commons cai 
the account of Coriolanusy a nobleman, 
whom the latter had impeached, and the 
confequences of whofe impeachment (if 
I had not confined myfelf to Grecian 
examples for that part of my fubjed) had 
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like to have been £b fatal to their ftate. 
And from this time the tribunes began 
a cuftom of accufing to the people what- 
ever nobles they pleafed, feveral of whom 
were banifhed or put to death in every age. 
At this time the Romans were very 
much engaged in wars with their neigh- 
bouring flates ; but upon the leaft inter- 
vals of peace the quarrels between the no- 
bles and the plebeians would revive ; and 
one of the moft frequent fubjeds of their 
differences was the conquered lands, which 
the commons would fain have divided 
among the publick ; but the fenate could 
not be brought to give their confent. For 
leveral of the wifeft among the nobles be- 
gan to apprehend the growing power of 
the people ; and therefore knowing what 
an acceffion thereof would accrue to them 
by fuch an addition of property, ufed all 
means to prevent it : for this the Appian 
family was moft noted, and thereupon 
mc^ hated by the commons. One of 
them having made a fpeech againft this 
divifion of lands, was impeached by the 
people of high treafon, and a day ap- 
pointed for his trial ; iDUt difdaining to 
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make his defence, he chofe rather the 
ufual Roman remedy of kiUing himfelf : 
after whofe death the commons prevailed, 
and the lands were divided among them. 

This point was no fooner gained, but 
new diffentions began t for the plebeians 
would fain have a law enaded to lay all 
mens rights and privileges upon the fame 
level ; and to enlarge the power of every 
magiftrate within his own jurifdidion, as 
much as that of the confuls. The tri- 
bunes alfo obtained to have their number 
doubled, which before was five : and the 
author tells us, "t that their infolence and 
power encreafed with their number, and 
the feditions were alfo doubled with it. 

By the beginning of the fourth century 
from the building of Rome, the tribunes 
proceeded fo far in the name of the com- 
mons, as to accufe and fine the confuls 
themfelves, who reprefented the kingly 
power. And the fenate obferving, how 
in all contentions they were forced to 
yield to the tribunes and people, thought 
it their wifeft courfe to give way alfo to 
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time ; therefore a decree was made to fend 
ambaffadors to Athens^ and to the other 
Greci(in commonwealths planted in that 
part of Italy called Gracia Major, to 
make a coUedion of the beft laws ; out of 
which, and fomc of their own, a new 
compleat body of law was formed, after- 
wards known by the name of the /aws of 
the twelve tables. 

To digeft thefe laws into order ten men 
were chofen, and the adminiftration of all 
affairs left in their hands ; what ufe they 
made of it has been already {hewn. It was 
certainly a great revolution, produced en- 
tirely by the many unjuft encroachments 
of the people ; and might have wholly 
changed the fate of Romey if the folly and 
vice of thofe, who were chiefly concern- 
ed, could have fufFered it to take root. 

A few years after the commons made 
farther advances on the power of the no- 
bles ; demanding among the reft that the 
eonfulfhip, which hitherto had only been 
diipofed to the former, {hould now lie in 
common to the pretenfions of any Roman 
whatfoever. This, though it failed at 
prefent, yet afterwards obtained, and was 
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a mighty ftep to the ruin of the common- 
wealth. 

What I have hitherto faid of Rome^ has 
been chiefly coUeded out of that exaft and 
diligent writer Dionyfius HalkarnaJfeuSy 
whofe hiftory, through the injury of time, 
reaches no farther than to the feeginning 
of the fourth century after the building of 
Rome. The reft 1 fliall fupply from other 
authors; though! do nqt think it ne- 
ceflary to deduce this matter any further 
fo very particularly, as I have hitherto, 
done. 

To point at what time the balance of 
power was moft equally held between the 
lords and commons in Rome^ would per- 
haps admit a controverfy. -j* Polybius tells 
us, that in the fecond Punick war the Car- 
thaginians were declining, becaufe the 
balance was got too much on the fide of 
the people ; whereas the Romans were in 
their greateft vigour by the power remain- 
ing in the fenate : yet this was between 
two and three hundred years after the pe- 
riod Dionyfius ends with ; in which time 

t Fragm. lib. 6. 
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the commons had made feveral further ac- 
^uifitiona. This however muft be grant- 
4?d, that (till about the middle of the fourth 
century) when thefenate appeared refolute 
at any time upon exerting their authority, 
and adhered clofely together, they did of- 
ten carry their point, f Befides, it is ob- 
iferved by the beft authors, that in all the 
quarrels and tumults at Romey from the 
^jq)uliion of the kings, though the people 
frequently proceeded to rude contumeli- 
ous language, and fometimes fo far as to 
pull and hale one another about the fo^ 
rum^ yet no blood was ever drawn in any 
popular commotion*, till the time of tqie 
Qracchf; however, I am of opmion, that 
the balance had begun many years before to 
lean to the popular fide. But this default was 
corre<5ed, partly by the principle juft men- 
tioned, £^ never drawing blood in a tumult ; 
partly by the warlike genius of the peo- 
ple, which in thofe ages was almoft perpe- 
tually employed ; and partly by their great 
commanders, who by the credit they had 
in their armies fell into the fcales as a fur- 

t OionyT. Hal. Plutarch, i!fc, 
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ther counterpoife to the growing power of 
the people. Befides, Polybius^ who lived 
in the time of Scipio Afrkanus the younger, 
had the fame apprehenfions of the conti- 
nual encroachments made by the com- 
mons J and being a perfon of as great abi- 
lities, and as much fagacity, as any of his 
age, fromobferving the corruption?, which, 
he fays, had already entered into the Ro- 
man conftitution, did very nearly foretel 
what would be the iffue of them. His 
words are very remarkable, and with little 
addition may be rendered to this purpofe. 
X That thofe abufes and corruptions^ which 
in timedejiroy a government y arefown a- 
long with the very feeds ofity and both grow 
up together ; and that as ruji eats away 
irony and worms devour wood, and both are 
a fort of plagues born and bred along with 
the fubjiance they defray ; fo with every 
form and fcheme of government that man 
can invent y fome vice or corruption creeps 
in with the very infitution^ which grows 
up along withy and at laft defrays it. •\. 
The fame author in another place ven- 

% Lib. 5. f Fragm. lib. 6. 
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|;uTes fo far as to> guefs at the particular 
fate, which would attend the Roman go« 
vemment. He lays, its ruin would arife 
from the popular tumults, which would 
introduce a dominatio plebisy or tyranny of 
the people ; wherein it is certain he had 
reafon^ and therefore might have adv;:nr- 
tured to purfue his conjedhires fo far, as 
to the confequences of a popular tyranny, 
which, as perpetual experience teaches, 
never fails to be followed by the arbitrary 
government of a lingle perfon. 

About the middle of the fourth century 
from the building of Rome^ it was declared 
lawful for nobles and plebeians to inter- 
marry ; which cuftoih among many other 
flates has proved the moft efFe<9:ual means 
to ruin the former, and raife the latter. 

And now the greateft employments in 
the ftate were one after another, by laws 
forcibly enaded by the commons^ made 
free to the people, the confuljhip itfelf, the 
office oicenJoTy that of the qudjiors or com- 
wij/taners ofthetreafury, the office oipra- 
tor or chief juftice, the priejihood^ and 
pven that oidiBator: the fenate, after long 
pppoiition, yidding merely for prefent 
' quiet 
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quiet to the continual urging clamours of 
the commons i and of the tribunes their ad- 
rocates. A law was likewife enaded, that 
the pleinfcitay or a vote of the houfe of com- 
monsy fhould be of univerfal obligation ; 
nay, in time the method of enacting laws 
was wholly inverted ; for whereas the fe«* 
nate ufed of old to confirm the pkbifcita^ 
the people did at lafl, as they pleafed, con-^ 
£rm or difannul the %fenatufconfuita» 

Appius Claudius brought in a cuftom of 
admitting tp the fenate the ions of freed 
men, or of fuch who hadoncebeea (laves ; 
by which, and fucceeding alterations of 
the like nature, that great council dege-^ 
nerated into a mod corrupt and hiQaa\2a 
fxxiy of men, divided againft itielf ; and 
its authority became deipii^d* 

The century and half following, to 
^e end of the third Pumci war by the 
deftrudion of Carthage, was a very bufy 
period at BDme ; the intervals between e- 
vpry war being Co fhort, that the tribunes 
said people had hardly leiilire or breath to 
^n^g^ in domeftick difientions : howen 

I pvmy{, lib. ?, 

ver. 
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yer, the little time they could fysLK^ was 
generally employed the fame way. So TJ-* 
rentius Lep, a tribune^ is recorded to have 
bafely proftitutcd the privileges of a Roman 
citizen, in perfed fpight to th? fto6/es. So 
the great African Scipio and his brother, 
after all their mighty fervices, were im-^ 
peached by an ungrateful commons. 

However, the warlike genius of the peo-r 
pie, and continual employment they had 
For it, ferved to divert this humour from, 
nmning into a head, till the age of the 
GracchL 

Theie perfons entering the fcene in the 
time of a f^U peace, fell violently upon 
advancing the power of the people by re- 
ducing into pra^pe all thoie encroach** 
ments, which they had been {o many years 
gaining. There were at that time certain 
conquered lands to be divided, befide a 
great private ejiate iefi by a Ung: thefe 
the tribuneSy by procurement of the elder 
Graccbus, declared by their legiilative au- 
thor^, were not to be difpofei of by the 
nobJes, but by the commons only. The 
younger brother purfued the fame defign ; 
and oefides, obtained a law, that all Ita- 
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Uans fhould vote at elections, as well as 
the citizens of Rome : in fliort, the whole 
endeavours of them both perpetually turn- 
ed upon retrenching the nobles 2c\ix)ioiity 
m all things, but efpecially in the matter 
oi judicature. And thotigh they both loft 
their Hves in thofe purfuits, yet thqr tra- 
ced out fuch ways, as were afterwards fol- 
lowed by Mariusy Sylla^ Pompey and Cte- 
foTy to the ruin of the Roman freedom and 
greatnefs. 

For in the time of Marius, Saturninus 
a tribune procured a law, that the fenate 
fhould be bound by oath to agree to what- 
ever the, people would enaft : and Marius 
himfelf, while he was in that ofEce of tri- 
bune, is recorded to have with great in- 
duftry ufed all endeavours for depreflli^ 
the noblesy and raifing the people, partir- 
tularly for cramping the former in their 
fcmer of judicature^ which was their mofi 
ancient inherent right. 

Sylla by the fame meafures became ab- 
folute tyrant of Rome : he added three 
hundred commons to the fenate, which 
perplexed the power of the whole order, 
and rendered it ineifejaual ; then flings 
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ing off the mafk, he abolifhed the office 
of tribune, as being only a fcaffold to ty- 
ranny, whereof he had no further ufe. 

As to Pompey and Cafar^ Plutarch tell* 
us, that their union for pulling down the 
nobles (by their credit with the people) was 
the caufe of the civil war, which ended 
in the tyranny of the latter ; both of them 
Ml their confulfliips having ufed all en- 
dravours and occafions for finking the au- 
thority of the patricians y and giving way 
to all encroachments of the people, where- 
in they expeded beft to find their own ac- 
count. 

From this dedudion of popular en- 
crc^chments in Rome the reader will eafily 
judge, how much the balance was fallen 
upon that fide. Indeed by this time the 
very foundation was removed, and it was 
a moral impoflibility, that the republick 
could fubfift any longer : for the commons 
having ufurped the offices of ftate, and 
trampled on the fenate, there was no go- 
vemment left but a dominatio plebis. Let 
us therefore examine how they proceeded 
in this conjun<fture. 

I think 
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I think it is an univerfal truth, that the 
people are much more dexterous at pul- 
ling down and fetting up, than at prefer- 
vii^ what is fixed ; and they are not fon- 
der of feizing more than their own, than 
they are of delivering it up again to the 
worft bidder^ with their own into the bar- 
gain. For although in their corrupt noti- 
ons of divine worfhip, they are apt to 
muki^dy tieir gods ; yet their earthly de- 
votion is feldom paid to above one idol 
at a time of tl^ own creation, whofe oar 
tiiey pull with lefs murmuring and mudi 
morefkill, than when thej Jhare the la-* 
dingy or even bold the helm. 

The feveral provinces of the Roman 
empire were now governed by the great 
men <2f their ftate; thofe upon the fron- 
tiers with powerful armies dtiber for con- 
queft or defence. Thefe governors upon any 
de%n8 cf revenge or ambition were fure 
to meet with a divided power at home, and 
therefore bent all didr thoughts and ap- 
^cations to clofe in with the people, who 
were now by many degrees the flronger 
party. Two of the greateft fpirits, that 
RtmeeveT produced, happened to live at 

the 
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the &me time, and to be engaged in the 
fame purfuit ; and this at a conjundnre 
^ mofl dangerous for ^ch a con£eft : 
thefe were Pefttp^ and Cafor^ two ftar» 
of (uch a magnitude, that their conjunc- 
tion was as likely to be &tal, as their op- 
pojkioiu 

The tribunes and people, having now 
fubdued aU competitors, began the laft 
game of a prevalent populace, which is 
that of churnig diemfelves a mafier\ while 
the nobles foreiaw, and ufed all endea- 
vours left them to prevent it. The peo^ 
pie at firft made Pempeyiheir admiral with 
fvR power over all the Mediterraneany 
foon afta- captain-general of all the Ro- 
man forces, and governor oiAfia^ Pom- 
pey on the other fide r^ored the office c£ 
tribune^ which Sylla had put down ; and 
in his confuHhip procured a law for exa- 
mining into the mi/carriages of men in of- 
fice or command for twenty years pafi. 
Mqsx^ other examples of Pompey% popu- 
larity are left us c«i record, who was a 
perfe<9: favcwrite of die people, and de- 
iigaed to be more; buthispretenfionsgrew 
;ftale for want of a timely opportunity of 

intro- 
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introducing them upon the ftage. ForCic^ 
y&r, with his legions in Gaul^ was a per- 
petual check upon his defigns ; and in 
the arts of pleafing the people did foon 
after get many lengths beyond him. For 
he tells us himfelf, that the fenate by a 
bold effort having made foftie fevere de- 
crees againft his proceedings, and agadnft- 
the tribunes, thefe all left the city, and 
went over to his party, arid confequently 
along with them the affediom and in- 
terefts of the people ; which is further 
manifeft from the accounts he gives us of 
the citizens in feveral towns mutinying 
againft their commanders, and deHveiing 
both to his devotion. Befiides, Caifar^ 
publick and avovy^ed pretenfions for be- 
ginning the civil war were to reftore the 
tribunes and the people opprefled {as he 
pretended) by the nobles. 

This forced Pompey, againft his incli- 
nations, upon the necefTity of changing 
fides, for fear of being forfaken by both ; 
and of clofing in with the fenate and chief 
magiflrates, by whom he was chofen ge-^ 
neral againft Ceefar, 

Thuis 
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Thns at length thcfenate (at leaft the 
primitive part of them, the nobles) tinder 
Pompey^ and the commons under Cafary 
came t6 a final decifion of the long quar- 
rels betweeil them. For, I think, the am- 
bition of private men did by no nieans 
begin oi: occafioh this war ; though civil 
diffentions never fail of introducing and 
IpirJLting the ambition of private men; 
wl^o thus becoiiie indeed the great inftru- 
hienil^s fpr deciding of fuch. quarrels, and 
'^t laft are fure to feize on the prize. But 
nci>man,\that fees a flock of vultures ho-* 
vering:oVer two armies ready to engage^ 
can juftly <;harge the blood drawn, in the 
battle to, tijcm,' though the carcafles fall 
to their fhare. For while the balance of 
power is equally held, the ambition of 
private mien, whether orators or great com- 
manders, gives neither danger nor fear^ 
nor can poflibly enflave their country; 
but that once broken, the divided parties 
are forced to unite each to its head, under 
whok condud: or. fortune out fide is at 
firft* viiftorious, and at laft both are flaves. 
And to put it paft difpute, that this entire 
fubverfion of the Roman liberty and con- 

VoL. III. F liitution 
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flitution was altogether owing to thofe 
meafures, which had broke the balance 
between the patricians and pleheiansy 
whereof the ambition of particular men 
was but an effed: and confequence, we 
need only confider, that when the uncor- 
rupted part of the fenate had, by the death 
of Cafar, made one great effort to reftore 
their former ftate and liberty, the luccefs 
did not anfwer their hopes, but that whole 
affembly was fo funk in its authority, that 
thofe patriots were forced to fly, and give 
way to the madnefs of the people, who 
by their own difpofitions, ftirredupwith 
the harrangues of their orators, were now 
wholly bent upon fingle and deipotick 
ilavery, Elfe, how could liich a profligate j 
as Antony^ or a boy of eighteen, like 0£ia- \ 
viusy ever dare to dream of giving the law 
to liich an empire and people ? wherein 
the latter fucceeded, and entailed the 
vileft tyranny, that heaven in its anger 
ever inflidted on a corrupt and poifbned 
people. And this,' with fo Uttle appear- 
ance at Ceefars death, that when Ctcero 
wrote to Brutus^ how he had prevailed 
by his credit with O&avius to pomifc him 

(Brutus) 
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f Brutus) pardon and fecuritjr for his per- 
fon, that great Roman received the no- 
tice with the utmoft indignity, and xt~ 
turned CVc^re an anfwer, yet upon record, 
full of the higheft refentment and con- 
tempt for, fuch an offer, and from flich 
» hand* 

Here: ended all (hew or fhadow of li- 
berty in Rome. Here was the repolitory 
of all the wife contentions and ftruggles 
for power between the nobles and com- 
mons, lapped up fafely in the bofom of a 
IVero and a Caligula^ a Tiberius and a 
Ddmitian. 

Let us now fee from this deduftion of 
{)articular impeachments, and general dif- 
fentions in Greece znd Rome, what conclu- 
sions may naturally be formed for inftruc- 
tion of any other ftate, that may haply 
upon many points labour under the like 
circumftances. 

CHAP. IV. 

UPON the fubjeA of impeachments we 
n^y obferve, that the cuftom of acv 
cufing the nobles to the people^ either by 

F 2 them- 
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themfelves, or their orators, (now ftyled 
an impeachment in the name of the com- 
mons) hath been very antient both in Greece 
and Rome^ as well as Carthage -.y and theire- 
fcM"e may feem to be the inherent right of 
a free people, nay, perhaps it is really 
fo : but then it is to be confidered, firft, 
that this cuftom was peculiar to repub- 
licks, or fuch ftates, where the admini- 
ftration lay principally in the hands of the 
commons, and ever raged more or lefs, 
according to their encroachments upon 
abfolute power ; having been always look- 
ed upon by the wifeft men and beft au- 
thors of thofe times, as an effed of licen- 
tioufnefs, and not of liberty ; a diftindH- 
on, which no multitude either reprefent- 
edor colleSiive hath been at any time very 
nice in obferving. However,, perhaps this 
cuftom in a popular ftate of impeaching 
particular men may feem to be nothing 
elfe, but the people's chufing upon occa- 
iion to exercife their own jurifdidion in 
perfon; as if a king o^ England fhould 
fit as chief juftice in his court of Jdng% 
bench ; which, they fay, in former times 
he fometimes did. But in Sparta^ which 
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was called a kingly government, though 
the people were perfedly free, yet becaufe 
the adminiftration was in the two kings 
and the ephori with the affiftance of the 
fenate, we read of no impeachments by 
the people, nor was the procels againu 
great men, either upon account of ambir- 
tion or ill condud, though it reached 
fometimes to kings themfelves, ever form-r 
ed that way, as I can recolle<9:, but only 
paffed through thofe hands, where the 
adminiftration lay. So likewife during 
the regal government in Rome^ though it 
was inftituted a mixed monarchy, and the 
people made great advances in power, yet 
I do not remember to have read of one 
impeachment from the commons againft 
a pa^trician, until the confular ftate be- 
gan, ^d the people had made great en- 
croachments upon the adminiftration. 

A.nother thing to be confidered is, that 
allowing this right of impeachment to be 
as inherent as they pleafe, yet, if the com- 
mons have been perpetually miftakcn in 
the merits of the caufes and the perfons, as 
well as in the confequences of ftich im- 
peachments upon the peace of the ftate, 

F ^ ^ye 
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we cannot conclude lefs, than that die 
commons in Greece and Rome (whatever 
they may be in other ftates) were by no 
means qualified either as profecutors or 
judges in flich matters ; and therefore, 
that it would have been prudent, to have 
referved thefe privileges dormant, never 
to be produced but upon very great and 
urging occafions, where the ftate is in ap- 
parent danger, the univerlal body of the 
people in clamours againft the adminiftra- 
tion, and, no other remedy in view. But 
for a few popular orators or tribunes, up- 
on the fcore oi perfonal piques ; or to em-, 
ploy the pride they conceive in feeing them- 
felves at the head of a party ; or as a me- 
thod for ^ advancement ; or moved by cer- 
tain powerful arguments that could make 
Demo-chenes Philippize : for fuch men, 
I fay, when the ftate would of itfelf glad- 
ly be quiet, and hath, befides, affairs of the ; 
laft importance upon the anvil, to impeach i 
* Miltiades after a great naval viSory, 

• Though in other paflages fcems to be reprefented ty , 

lord Orford's character is fup- Mltiades here ; for ThemflocUs . 

pofed to be drawn under the was not impeached at alL See i 

name pf Thtmjiecltty yet he p. 24. 
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for not furfuing the Perfian^^/ .• to im- 
peach Ariftides, the per/on mofiverfed a- 
mong them in the knowledge and fraSJtict 
of their laws^ for a hli?td fufpicion of his 
aSiing in an arbitrary way (that is, as they 
txpoundity not in concert with the people :) 
to impeach Pericles, after all his fervices, 
for a few inconfidercAle accounts j or to im- 
peach Phocion, who had been guilty of no 
other crime but negotiating a treaty for the 
peace and fecurity of his country: what 
could the continuance of iuch proceedings 
end in, but the utter difcouragement of 
all virtuous adions and perfons, and con- 
fequently in the ruin of a ftate ? there- 
fore the hiftorians of thofe ages feldom 
fail to fet this matter in all its lights, leav- 
ing us the higheft and moll honoura- 
ble ideas of thofe perfons, who litfer^ 
by the perfecution of the people, together 
with the fat^ confequences they had, and 
how the perfecutors feldom failed to re- 
pent, when it was too late. 

Thefe impeachments perpetually fal- 
ling upon many of the beft men both in 
Greece a;nd Rome^ are a cloud of witnef- 
^s^ and examples enough to difcourage 

F 4 11^^^ 
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men of virtue and abilities from engaging 
in the fervice of the publick ; and help oi^ 
the, other fide to introduce the ambitious, 
the covetous, the fuperficial, and theill- 
defigning ; who are as apt to be bold, and 
forward, and meddling, as the fprmer arq 
to be cautious, and modeft, and referved. 
This was lb well known in Greece, that 
an eagemcfs after employments in the ftate 
was looked upon by wife men, as the worft 
title a man could ^t up ; and made Pla- 
to lay, Tijat if all men were as good as th^ 
ought, the quarrel in a commofiwealtb would, 
be, not as it is now, who (hould be minifters 
ofjiate, but who Jhould not be fo. And 
* Socrates is introduced by Xenophon fe- 
verely chiding a friend of his for not en- 
tering into the publick fervice, when he 
was every way qualified for it : fuch a 
backwardnefs there was at that time a- 
mong good men to engage with an ufurp- 
ing people, and a kxtoi pragmatical am- 
bitious orators. And + Diodorus tells us, 
that when xht petalifmwzs ereded at Sy^ 

* Lib. Memoiab. f Lib. ir. 
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facufey in imitation oixki<tXofiracifm^A-: 
fhensy it was fo notorioufly levelled agdnft 
all who had either birth or merit to re- 
.commei^d ]them, that whoever pofleffed 
either, withdrew for fear, and would have 
fio concern in pubUck affairs. So that the 
people themfelves were forced to abrogate 
it for fear of bringing all things into con- 
fuiiorj. 

There is onjC thing naore to be obfer- 
y^ jvherein all the popular impeach- 
pients in Greece and Rome feem to have 
agreed ; and that was, a notion they had 
pf being concerned in point of honour to 
condemn whatever perfon they impeach- 
ed, however frivolous the articles were, 
Tupon which they began, or however weak 
the furmife§, whereon they were to pro- 
ceed in their proofs. For, to conceive that 

$ OJiracifm was a kind of P*/*?/^ was a fentcnce near- 
popular fentchce to banilhmen't lybfthe fame kind; and as 
pafied againft men whofe per- Ojlracifm was denominated 
fonal influence, from whatever from the fliell, on which the 
caufe, was thought to render name of the fufpeded party 
them dangerous to the ftate : was written, Petcdifm took its 
the votes were given by wri- namefromBn'To^o'.aleaf, which 
ting the name of the perfon the5jr0r»^r/;;ufedfor the fame 
on a fhell, by the Greeks^ cal- purpofe. 
led •Tfoxw, and cafting the Ihell 
into ail urn. • < . ' 
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the body of the people could be miftaken, 
was an indignity not to be imagined, till 
the confequences had convinced them, 
when it was paft remedy. And I look up- 
on this as a rate, to whkh all popular ac- 
culations are fiibjed; though I fhould 
think that the faying, Vox popuUvox Dd^ 
ought to be underftood of the univerlal 
bent and current of a people, not of the 
bare majority of a few reprefentatives, 
which is often procured by little artSy and 
great induftry and application , wherein 
thofe, who engage in the purfiiits of ma- 
lice and revenge, are much more fcdu- 
lous than fiich as would prevent them. 

From what hath been deduced of the 
dijfentions in Rome between the two bo* 
dies of patricians and plebeians, fevcral 
reflexions may be made. 

Firfly That when the balance of power 
is duly fixed. in a ftate, nothing is more 
dangerous or unwife, than to give way to 
the firjl Jleps of popular encroachments j 
which is ufually done either in hopes of 
procuring eafe and quiet frcan fome vexar 
tious clamour, or elfe made merchandize^ 
and merely bought and fold. This is break- 
ing 
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ing into a conftitution to ferve a pttfeiit 
expedient, or fupply a prefent exigency : 
the remedy of an empirick, to ftifle tfee 
prefent pain, but with certain profpeft of 
fudden and terrible returns. When a child 
grows eafy and content by being humour- 
ed ; and when a lover becomes fatisfied by 
ibaall compliances, without further pur- 
■fuits ; then expedt to find popular a(^m- 
jblies content with fmall conceflions. If 
there could one finglc example be brought 
firom the whole compafs of hiftory, of a- 
py one popular affembly, who, after be- 
^ning to contend for power, ever fat 
down quietly with a certain fliare : or if 
one inftance could be produced of a po- 
pular aflembly, that ever knew, or propo- 
fed, or declared what (hare of power was 
thdr due ; then might there befome hopes, 
diat it were a matter to be adjufted by 
reafonings, by conferences, or debates : 
but fince all that is manifeftly otherwile, 
I fee no other courfe to be taken in a fettled 
/bte, than a fteady conflant refblution in 
thofe, to whom the refl of the balance is 
ehtrufled, never to give way fb far to po- 
pular clamours, as tp make the leafl breach 
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in the conftitution, through which a mil- 
lion of abufes and encroachments will cer- 
tainly in time force their way. 

Again, from this dedudion it will not 
be difficult to gather and affign certain 
marks of popular encroachments ; by ob- 
ferving of which, thofe who hold the ba- 
lance in a ftate may judge of the degrees, 
and, by early remedies and application, 
put a flop to the fatal confequences that 
would otherwife eniue. What thofe marks 
are, hath been at large deduced, and need 
not be here repeated. 

Another confequence is this : that (with 
all relped for popular affembHes be it 
ipoke) it is hard to recoiled one folly, in- 
firmity, or vice, to which a fingle man is 
fubjedied, and (rpm which a body of com- 
nions, either coUedive or reprefented, can 
be wholly exempf. For, befides that they 
are compofed of men with all their infir- 
mities about them, they have alfo the ill 
fortune to be generally led and influenced 
by the very worft among themfelves, I 
mean, popular orators^ tri^upes, or, as 
they are now fly led, great fpeakers, kad-, 
ing men^ and the like. From whence it 
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comes to pafs, that in their refiilts we have 
fometimes foui^d the fame fpirit of cruelty 
and revenge) of malice and pride, the 
/ameblindnefs and obftinacy and unfteadt- 
nefs, the fame ungovernable rage and an- 
ger, the fame injuftice fophiftry and fraud, 
that ever lodged in the breaft of any indi- 
vidual. 

Again, in all free ftates the evil to be 
avoided is tyranny^ that is to lay, th^fum-* 
ma imperii or unlimited power folely in 
the hands of the one^ th&fewy or thema- 
ny. Now, we have (hewn, that although 
moft revolutions of government in Greece 
and Rome began with the tyranny of the 
people, yet they generally concluded in 
that of a nngle perfon j fo that an ufurping 
populace is its own dupe j a meer under- 
'Woi\fxx<f and a purchaier in truft for fome 
fingle tyrant, whofe ftatc and power they 
advance to their own ruin, with as blind 
an inftinft, as thofe worms that die with 
weaving magnificent habits for beings of 
a fuperior natwre to their own, 
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SOME reflexions upon the late publick 
proceedings among us, and tmt va- 
riety of fadions into which we are ftill To 
intricately engaged, gave occafion to this 
difcourie. lamnotconfcious, that I have 
forced one example, or put it into any 
other light than it appeared to me long 
before I had thought of producing it. 

I cannot conclude without adding fbme 
particular remarks upon the prefent p04 
ihire of avoirs and difpoiitions in this 
kingdom. 

The fateof empire is grown a common-i 
place : that all forms of government hay-* 
ing been inftituted by men, muft be mor-» 
tal like their authors, and have their pe-* 
riods of duration limited as well as thofe 
of private perfons. This is a truth of vul- 
gar knowledge and obfervation: but there 
are few, who turn their thoughts to exa- 
mine, how thofe difeafes in a ftate are 
bred, that haften its end; which would 
however be a very ufeful enquiry. For 
though we cannot prolong the period of a 
conmionwealth beyond the decree of hea- 
ven. 
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ven, or the date of its nature, any more 
than human life beyond the ftrcngth of 
the feminal virtue ; yet we may manage 
afickly conftitution ; and prefervea ftrong 
one; we may watch and prevent acci- 
dents ; we may turn oiFa great blow from 
without, and purge away an ill humour 
that is lurking within i and by thefe, and 
other iiich methods render a ftate long- 
lived, though not immortal. Yet fome 
phyiidans have thought, that if it were 
pra(^cable to keep the fcveral humours of 
the body in an exad equal balance of each 
with its oppofite, it might be immortal, 
and fo perhaps would a political body, if 
the balance of power could be always held 
exaftly even. But, I doubt, this is as 
impomble in pradHce as the other. 

It hath an appearance of fatality, and 
that the period of a ftate approacheth, when 
a concurrence of many circumflances, both 
within and without, unite towards its 
ruin : while the whole body of the people 
are either ftupidly negligent, or clfe giv- 
ing in with all their might to thofe very 
pradices, that are working their deftruc- 
tion. To fee whole bodies of men break- 
ing 
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ing a conftitution by the very fame errors^ 
that fo many have been broke before : to 
obferve oppofite parties, who can agree 
in nothing elfe^ yet firmly united in fuch 
meafures, as muil certainly ruin their 
countiy: in fhort, to be encompafled 
with the greateft dangers from without,- 
to be torn by many virulent factions with^ 
in ; then to be fecure and lenfelefs under 
all this, and to make it the very leafl of 
our concern 5 thefe, and fome others that 
might be named, appear to me to be 
the mofl likely fymptoms in a flate of a^ 
Jtchnefs unto death, 

^uod procul a nobis fieEiat fortund gti-^ 

bernans : 
Et ratio potius^ quam fes perfuadedt ipfui 

LUCRET; 

There are fome conjundures, wherein 
the death or difTolution of government is 
more lamentable in its eonfbquences, than 
it would be in others. And, I think, a 
ftate can never arrive to its period in a 
more deplorable crifisy than at a time 
when (omc prince in the neighbourhoody of 

vaffc 
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vaft power and ambition, lies hovering 
like a vulture to devour, or, at leaft, dif- 
member its dying carcafs ; by- which means 
it becomes only a province or acquifition 
to Ibme mighty monarchy, without hopes 
of a refurredtion. 

I know very well, dicre is a fett of ian- 
guine tempers, who deride and ridicule, 
in the number of fopperies, all fuch ap- 
prehenfions as thefe. They have it ready 
in their mouths, that the people of Eng- 
hndsit of ^ genius and temper never to 
admit flavery among them ; and they ar^ 
furnifhed with a great many common- 
places upon that fubjeft. But it feems 
to me, that (lich difcourfers do reafon 
upon {hort views, and a very moderate 
compafs of thought. For, I think, it a 
great error to count upon the genius of a 
nation as a ftanding argument in all ages, 
fince there is hardly a fpot of ground in 
Europe, where the inhabitants have not 
frequently and entirely changed their tem- 
per and genius. Neither can I fee any 
realbn, why the genius of a nation (hould 
be more fixed in the point of government, 
than in their morals, their learning, their 

Vol. III. G reli- 
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religion, their common humour and con— 
veriation, their diet and their complec- 
tion ; which do all notoriouily vaxy al- 
moft in every age, and may every one of 
^em have great effects upon mens notions 
of government. 

Since the Norman conqueft the balance 
of power in England hath often varied^ 
and fometimes been wholly overturned \ 
the part which the commons had in it, 
(that mojl difputed psintj in its originaly 
progrefs, and extent^ was, by their own. 
confeflions, but a very inconfiderable 
fhare. Generally fpeaking, they have 
been gaining ever lince, though with fre- 
quent interruptions and flow progrefs. 
The abolifliing oivillanage^ together with 
the cujftom introduced (or permitted) a- 
mong the nobles of felling their lands in 
the reign of Henry the Seventh, was a 
mighty addition to the power of the com- 
mons : yet I think a much greater hap- 
pened in the time of his fuccefibr, at the 
diflblution of the abbeys ; for this turned 
the clergy wholly out of the fcale, who 
had fo long filled it; and placed the 
commons in their ftead j who in a, few- 
years- 
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years became poffeffed of vaft quantities of 
thc^ and other lands, by grant or pur* 
dbaie. About the middle of queen Eli- 
zabeth's reign, I take the power between 
the aobles and the commons to have been 
in more equal balance, than it was ever 
before or &nce. But then or foon alter 
arofe a fadion in England^ which under 
the name offurifanheg^m to grow popu- 
lar by molding up their new fchemes of ■ 
religion with republican principles in go- 
vernment ; and, gaining upon the frero^ 
gatrve as well as the nobles^ under feveral 
denominations, for the fpace of about 
fixty years, did at laft overthrow the con- 
ftitutjon, and, according to the ufual 
courfe of fuch revolutions, did introduce 
a. tyranny, firil of the people, and then 
of a fingle perfon. 

In a Ihort time after, the old govern- 
ment was revived. But the progrefs of 
afiairs for almoft thirty years, under the 
idgns of two weak princes f , is a fubjedt 
of a very different nature : when the ba- 
lance was in danger to fee overturned by 

t Charles II. and James II. 
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the hands that held it, which was at kit 
very feafonably prevented by the late re- 
volution. However, ^ it is the talent 
of human nature to run from one extreme 
to another, fo in a very few years we have 
made mighty leaps from prerogative 
heighths into the depths of popularity, 
and, I doubt, to the very laft degree that 
our conftitution will bear. It were to be 
-wi(hed, that the moft auguft ai^^bly of 
the commons would pleafe to form sipanr- 
deB of their own power and privileges, 
to be confirmed by the entire legiflative 
authority, and that in as folemn a manner 
(if they pleafe) as the magna charta. But 
to fix one foot of their compafs where- 
ever they think fit, and extend the other 
to fuch terrible lengths, without defcribing 
any circumference at all, is to leave us 
and themfelves in a very uncertain ftate, 
and in a fort of rotation^ that * the author 
of the Oceana never dreamed on. I believe 

the 

* Mr. James Harrington^ Oceana: he. endeavoured like- 

' fomedme in the fervice of king wife to promote this fchemc by 

Charles I. after whofe death . publick difcourfes at a nightly 

he drew up and printed a fo>rm meeting offeveral curious gen- 

of popular government, en- tiemen in New Palace-Xitrd^ 

titled, The Commonv^calth jf . Wejlminfler. This club -was 

* ^ cal]«< 
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the moft hardy tribune will not venture 
to affirm at prefent, that any juft fears of 
encroachment are given us from the re- 
gal power, or the few : and, is it then im-- 
pofUble to err on the other fide ? How 
far muft we proceed, or where (hall we 
ftop ? The raging oftbefea^ and the mad- 
nefs of the people are put together in holy 
writ J and it is God alone who can fay to 
either, Hitherto fhah thoupafs^ andnofur-. 
ther. 

The balance of power in a limited ftate 
is oi fuch abfolute neceflity, that Crom- 
well himfelf, before he hadperfedly con- 
firmed his tyranny, having fome occafi- 
ons for the appearance of a parliament, 
was forced to create and ered an entire 
new houfe of lords (fuch as it was) for a 
counterpoife to the commons. And in-. 
deed, confidering the vilenefs of the clay, 
I have fbmetimes wondered, that no tri- 
Uine of that age durft ever venture to aflc 
the pottery What dofl thou mah f But it 
was then about the laft ad of a popular 

oOed the Ri>ta\ vsAMx.Hai- the fenate fhould rote out by 

ly Nevil, one of its memben, ballot every year, and be in- 

ftopofed to the then houfe of capable of being eleded again 

fOMunons, tUat a thirc) pent of for three years to come. 

Qf 2 ufur- 
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ufurpatioh^ and/2/« or Cromwell haA al- 
rfeady prepared them for that of a fingle 
perfon, 

'I have been often amazed at the rud^, 
paflionate, and riiillaken reflilts, whidi 
have at certain times fallen from great af^ 
femblies, both ancient arid modem, ixA 
of other countries as well as our oWn, 
This gave me the opinion, I inentioried a 
while ago ; th^t {)ublick fcoriventions are 
liable to all the infirmities, follies, and 
vices of private ftien. ToWhich^ if there 
be any exception, it muft be of fiich af- 
femblies, who ad by unherfal concert y 
itf>on fublkk principles^ and for publick 
ends ; fuch as proceed upon debates with- 
out unbecoming warmths ^ or influence from 
particular leaders and inflanters \ f\icK 
whofe members inftead 6f canvajftng ta 
procure majorities for their private dpt- 
nions-i are ready to comply 'oiith'geHeral fb- 
her refults, though contrary U i^heir &wn 
fentiments. Whatever aflferiibUes ^ by 
thefe and other methods of tfee like hi^ 
ture, muft be allowed to be exempt front: 
feveral imperfedions, to which particular 
men are fubjeded. Biit I think the fource 

of 
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©f moft miftakes and mifcarriagesin mat- 
ifers debated by publick affemblies, ari- 
feth from the influence of private perfons 
upon great numbers, ftyled in common 
phrafe, leading men and parties. And 
therefore when we fometimes meet ^few 
imrds put together, which is called the 
^ote ovrefolution of an aflembly, and which 
we auinot .poflibly reconcile to frudt^ce 
<x publick good^ it is moft charitable tocon- 
jei^ure, that fuch a vote has been conceiv- 
ed, and born, and bred in a private brain, 
afterwards raifed and lupported by an ob- 
sequious party, and then with ufual me- 
thods cotifirftiied by an artificial majority. 
For, let us fuppofe five hundred men, 
mixed in point of fcnfe and honefly, as 
ufually affemblies are ; and let us fuppofe 
thefe hien plropofing, debating, refolviiig, 
voting, according to the meer natural mo- 
tions of their own little or much reafon 
and uhderftanding ; I do allow, that a- 
bundanceof indigefted and abottive, ma- 
ny pernicious and foolifli overtures would 
arife, and float a few minutes ; but then 
they would die and di(appear. Becaufc, 
jhis muft, be faid in behalf of human- 

<j 4 kind, 
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kind, that common fenfe and plain reafon, 
while men are difengaged from acquired 
opinions, will ever have fome general in^- 
fluence upon their minds ; whereas the 
fpecies of folly and vice are infinite, and 
fo different in every individual^ that they 
could never procure a majority, if other 
corruptions did jiot enter to pervert mens 
underflandings, and mifguide their wills. 
To defcribe how parties are bred in an 
affembly, would be a wort too difficult 
at prefent, and perhaps not altogether, 
fafe. Perkulofa plenum Qpus ^lee^. Whe- 
ther thofe, who are leaders, ulually ar- 
rive at that ftation more by a fort of in- 
ftind or fecret compofition of their na- 
ture, or influence of the flars, than by 
the poffeifion of any great abilities, may 
be a point of much difpute : but when 
the leader is once fixed, there will never 
fail to be followers. And man is fp apt 
to imitate^ fo much of the nature oijheepy 
(imitatoreSy fervum pecus) that whoever 
is fo bold to give the firft great leap over 
the heads of thofe about hinty thpugh hq 
be the worft of the flock, fliall be quick- 
ly followed by the refl:. Befides, when 

parties 
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parties ar? pnc^ foraged, the flra^lers 
look fo ridiculous, antl become fo infigni- 
ficaat, that they have no other way, but 
to run into the herd, which at leaJft will 
hide and proted them j and where to be 
much confidpjred, requires only to be ve- 
ry violent. 

^ut thq:e is one circumftance with re- 
lation to parties, which I take to be of all 
others moft pernicious in a ftate ; and I 
would b^ glad any partizan would help 
me to a tolerable reafon, that because Ch- 
ditfs and Curio happen to agree with me 
in a few ^gular notions, J mufl therc- 
ferp blindly follow them in all : ot, to 
ftate it at beft, that becaufe Bibulus the 
f arty-man is peyiuaded, that Clodius and 
Curio do i-eally propofe the good of their 
.country as their chief end ; therefore Bi- 
btflus {hall be wholly guided and govern- 
ed by them in the means and meafures to- 
wards it. Is it enough for Bibulus, and 
the reft of the herd, to fay without fur- 
ther examining, I am of the fide with Clo- 
dius, or I vote with Cixrio} are thefe pro- 
per methods to form and make up what 
t|iey think fit to call the united wtfdom of 

the 
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the natibnf Is it flot poflible, that upott 
Ibme occafion Clodius may be bold and 
infol^itj bdf ne away by his paffion, ma- 
licious, and revfehgeful ? That C«m may 
be corrupt, and expofe to faie his tdfiguej 
jor his pen? I conceive it far beltyv^ the 
dignity both of human nature, and hif- 
man reafon, to be engaged in any party, 
the mc^ plaufibie foever, upon fuch fcr- 
vile ci)riditions. 

This influence oione upon many-, which 
fcems to be as great in a people reprefent- 
edy as it was of old in the coitimbns coUec- 
tivBi togetherwith theconfequeiicdsit hadi 
had upoh th6 legiflature, hath given me 
frequent octafion to refledl upoti whaxDi- 
dSlorus tells us df one Charondds^ a law- 
giver to the Sybarites^ an antient people 
of Italy ) who was/o ayerfe from a^ in- 
novation, efpecially when it was to pro- 
ceed fipm particular perfons, (and I fup- 
pbfe, that he might put it out <^ the 
power of men fond of their own hotidn^ 
to difturb the coilftitutidn at their plea- 
lures, by advancing private fcheihes) that 
he provided a ftatutdj that whoever pro- 
pbfed any alteration to be made, fhould 

ftep 
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dep out and do it with a rope about Ids 
jieck : if the matter propofed were gene- 
rally approved, then it fhould pafi into a 
law ; if it went in the negative, the pro^ 
pofer to be immediately hanged. Great 
minifters may talk of what projeds they 
pleafe} but I am deceived, if a more 
effe<aual one could ever be found for tak- 
ing of (as th? prefcnt phrafe is) thofe hot, 
unquiet Ipirits, who difturb affemblks, 
and obftrudpubUck affairs, by gratifying 
thcii- pridej their maliccj their anlbition, 
csr their avarice. 

Thofe, who ih a late reign began the 
diftiiidiort between thfe ferfonal and ptM- 
tkk capacity^ feem to have had reafoo, 
if they judged,of princes by themfelves; 
fot) I think, there is hardly to be found 
thi^ough all hatbire a greater difference be- 
t^^aen two things, than thfere is between 
a reprefentihg commoner in the fundion 
of his pubUck caUingji and the fame per- 
jToh whfen he ads in the common offices 
of lift. Ff ere he alldws himfdf to be upon 
ii Ifcytl AVith the reft of mortals : here hci 
ifdllows his own reafon, and his own Way ; 
'^jA inther affeds a fingularity in his adi- 
" ■ ' '- ons 
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ons and thoughts, than fervilely to copy 
either from the wifeft of. his neighbours. 
In fhort, here his folly, and his wiiHom, 
his reafon and his paflions are all of his 
own growth, not the ecchoorinfufionof o- 
rfier men. But when he is got near the walls 
of his affembly, he afTumes and afie6ts 
an entire fett of very different airs ; he 
conceives himfelf a being of a fuperior na- 
ture to thofe without^ and ading in a 
Iphere, where the vulgar methods for the 
condud of human life can be of no ufe. 
He is lifted in a party, who'e he neither 
knows the t«nper, not defigns, nor per- 
haps the pcrfon of his leader ; but whofe 
opinions he follows and maintains \sath ^ 
zeal and faith as violent, as a young fchp- 
lar does thofe of a philofopher, whofe fe6^ 
he is taught to profels. He hath neither 
opinions, nor thoughts, nor adions, nor 
talk, that he can call his own, but all 
conveyed to him by his leader) as iiyind 
is through an organ. The npurifliment 
he receives, hath been not only ch^^d^ 
but digeftedy before it comes into his 
mouth, ^hus inftruded, he follows the 
farty right or wrong through all its fenti- 

ments. 
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tnents, and acquires a courage and ftifF- 
neis of opinion not at all congenial with 
hini. 

This encourages me to hope, that dur- 
ing the prefent lucid interval, the mem- 
bers retired to their homes may fufpend 
a while their acquired complexions, and 
taught by the calmnefs of the fcene and 
the feafon, reaffume the native fedatenefs 
oi their temper. If this fhould be (oy it 
would be wife in them, as individual and 
private mortals, to lookback a little upon 
the ftorms they have raifedy as well as thofc 
they have efcaped. To refled:, that they 
have been authors of a new and wonderful 
thing in England, which is, for a houfe , 
of commons to lofe the univerfal favour 
of the numbers they reprefent : toobferve, 
how thofe, whom they thought fit to per- 
fecute for rightebufnefs fake, have been 
openly careffed by the people ; and to re- 
member how themfelves late in fear of their 
perlbns from popular rage. Now, if they 
would know the fecret of all this unpre- 
cedented proceeding in their majiers, they 
muft not impute it to their freedom in de- 
bate, or declaring their opinions, but to 

that 
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that unparlijMijentary abufe oifettsfig ittdi^ 
Muah upon their Jhoulders, who were 
hated by God and man* For, it feems 
the mafs gf the people, in fuch conjunc- 
tures as this, have opened their eyes, and 
will not endure to be governed by Clodius 
and Curio ^ at the head of their Myrmi- 
donsy though thefe be ever fo numerous, 
^nd compofed of their own reprefenta- 
tives. 

This averfion of the people againft the 
late proceedings of the commons is an ac- 
cident, that, if it laft a while, might he 
improved to good ufes for fetting the ba- 
lance of power a little more upon an e- 
quaUty, than their late meafures fean to 
promife or admit. This accident may he 
imputed to two caufes : the firft is an u- 
niverlal fear and apprehenfion of the great- 
neis and power of France, whereof the 
people in general feem to be very much 
and juftly poffefled, and therefore cannot 
but refent to fee it, in fo critical a junc- 
ture, wholly kid afide by their minifiersy 
the commons. The other cauie is a ^:eat 
love and fenfe of gratitude in the pec^ile 
towards their prefent hingy grounded up- 
on 
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on a long opinion arid experience of his 
merit, as well as conceflions to all their 
reafonable defires ; fo that it is for fome 
time they have begun to fay, and to fetch 
infkncCs, where he hath in many things 
been hardly ufed. How long thefe hu- 
mours may laft, (for paffions are momen- 
tary, and efpecially thofe of a multitude) 
or what confequences they may produce, 
a little time will difcover. But whenever 
it comes to pafs, that a popular aflembly, 
free from fuch obftrudions, and already 
pofle/led of more power, than an equal 
balance will allow, ihall continue to think 
they have not enough, but by cramping 
(Jie hand that holds the balance, and by 
impeaiohmei^ts or dijfentions with the no- 
bles, endeavour ftill for more ; I cannot 
poflibly fee in the common courfc of things, 
how the lame caufes can produce different 
effeds and confequences among us, from 
what they did in Greece and Rome. 
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HOEV E R hath examined thecqn- 
dud and proceedings ofhothfiartie,^, 
for fome years paft, whether in or out of 
power,, cannot well conceive it poflible tq 
go far towards the extremes of either, 
witJiQwt oiTering fome violence to his in- 
tegrity or underftahding. A w;fe and a 
good man may indeed be fpmetimes in- 
duced to comply with a number, whofe 
opinion he generally approves, though it 

'^::;: ^ * This appears to be an a- of the duke of Marlbor9ugh 

:-; po^ogy for *^^ Tories, and a and lord-treafurer' Godolpbinl 

juftification of them againft been litely removed from his 

the mifreprcfentations of the poft of prindpal fecrctary of 

Whi^s, who'were theninthe ftate; and Mr. St. John^ af- 

miniftry, and ufed every arti- terWards lord BoUnghroke^ re- 

flcc to perpetuate their power, figned his phce t>i fecretaxy at 

Mr. HarUy^ afterwards lord war, and fir Himon Marcourt 

Oxfordy had by the influence that of attorney-general. 
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b? perhaps againft his own. But this H- 
loetty {hould be made ufe of upon very 
iew occafions, and thofe of fmall impor- 
tance, and then only with a view of bring- 
ing over his own fide another time /o 
fomething of greater and more pubHck 
moment. But to facrifice the innocency 
of a &iend, the g6od of our country, or 
our own confcience, to the humour, or 
paffion, or intereft of a party,, plainly 
ihews, that either our heads or pur hearts 
^e not as they (hould be : yet this very 
praiStice is the very fundamental law of 
each faftion among us, as may be obvi-: 
ous to any, who will impartially and 
without engagement be at the pains to 
examine their adions, which however is 
not fo ealy a talk : for it feems a princi- 
ple in human nature, to incline one way 
^ore than another, even in matters where 
we .are wholly unconcerned. And it is ^ 
common obfervation, that in reading a 
Juftory of fads done a thoufand years ago, 
or flanding by at play among thoie, who 
are perfed ftrangers to us, we are apt to 
find our hopes and wilhes engaged on a 
fadd^n jin favour of one fide more than 

H 2 another. 
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another. No wonder then that we arc 
all (o ready to intereft ourfelves in the 
courfe of publick afFairs, where the moft 
inconiiderable have fome r^^/fhare, and 
by the wonderful importance which every 
man is of to himfeli^ a very great imagi- 
nary one. 

And indeed, when the two parties, 
that divide the whole commonwealth,, 
come once to a rupture, without any hopes 
left of forming a third with better princi- 
ples to balance the others, it feems every 
man's duty to chufe one of the two fides, 
though he cannot entirely approve of ei- 
ther J and all pretences to neutrality arc 
juftly exploded by both, being too ftale 
and obvious, only intending the fafety and 
cafe of a few individuals, while the pub- 
lick is embroiled. This was the opinion 
and pradice of the latter CafOy whom I 
efteem to have been the wifeft and befl of 
all th& :Romans *. But before things pro- 
ceed to open violence, the truefl: fervice a 
private man may hope to do his country, 
J8 by unbiafling his mind as much as pof^ 

• One of the fextumvirate in Gulliver. Part m. Chap. VII, 

fable 
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fible, and then endeavouring to moderate 
between the rival powers, which muft 
needs be owned a fair proceeding with the 
world, becaufe it is or all others the leaft 
confiftent with the common defign of 
making a fortune by the merit oi^n opi-^ 
nion. 

I have gone as far as I am able in qua- 
lifying myfelf to be fuch a moderator : I 
believe I am no bigot in religion, and I 
am fure I am none in government. I con- 
verfe in full freedom with many confidcr 
rable men of both parties ; and if not in 
equal number, it is purely accidental and 
perfonal, as happening to be near the 
court, and to have made acquaintance 
there, more under one miniftry than ano- 
ther. Then, I am not under the necef- 
fity of declaring my felf by the profpe<St 
of an employment. And laftly, if all 
this be not fufficient, I indufb-ioufly con- 
ceal my name, which wholly exempts me 
from any hopes and fears in delivering my 
opinion, 

Jn confcquence of this free ufe of n)y 

reSfon, I cannqt pofUbly think fo well or 

fo ill of either party, as they would endea- 

~ H 3 "your 
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Vour to perfuade the world of each other, 
and of themfelves. For inftance; I do 
tiot charge it upon the body of the ii&higs 
or the toriesy that their feveral principles 
lead them to introduce presbytery, and 
the religion of the church of /?(»/«^, or a 
commonwealth, andarbitrarypower. For 
why ftiould any party be accufed of a 
principle, which theyfolemnly difown and 
proteft againft ? But, to this they have a 
mutual anfwer ready; they both afliire 
us, that their adverfaries are not to be be- 
lieved ; that they difown their principles 
out of fear, which are manifeft enough, 
when we examine their praAices. To 
j)rove this they will produce inftanccs, on 
one fide, either of avowed prefbyterians, 
<or perfons of libertine and atheiftical te- 
nets, and on the other of profeffed papifts, 
or fuch as are openly in the intereft of the 
abdicated family. Now it is very natural 
for all fubordinate feds and denomina^- 
6ns in a ftate to fidd with fome general 
party, and to chufe that, which they 
find to agree with themfelves in fome ge- 
neral principle. Thus at the refittration 
the prefbyteriahs, aftabaptifts, indepen- 
dents, 
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dentsj and other fed*, did all, with very 
good reafbn, unite and folder up their ie^ 
veral fchemes to join againft the churchi 
who, without regard to their diftin<aions^ 
treated them all as equal adverfaries. ThuSj 
our prefent diffenters do very naturally 
clofe in with the whigs, who profefs mo^ 
deratiofty declare they abhor all thoughts 
oiperfecutiofiy and think it hard that thofe, 
who diiFer only in a few ceremonies and 
/peculations^ fhould be denied the privi- 
lege and profit of ferving their country in 
the higheft employments of ftate. Thusj 
the atheifts, libertines, defpifers of reli- 
gion and revelation in general, that is to 
&y, all thofe who ufually pafs under the 
name of Free-thinhrs^ do properly join 
with the fame body ; becaufe they like- 
wife preach up moderation^ and are noC 
fo over-nice to diftinguifli between an un- 
limited liberty of confcience, and an un- 
limited freedom of opinion. Then, On 
the other fide, the profeffed firmnefs of 
the tcries for epifcopacy, as an apoftdUcal 
ihftitution 1 their averfion to thofe feds, 
who licAmder the reproach of having once 
deftroyed their conftitution, and who^ 

H4 they 
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Aey imagine, by tcx> indifcreet a zeal for 
reformation have defaced the primitive 
model of the church : next,, their vene- 
ration for monarchical government in the 
(^ommon courfe of fiicceffion, and their 
hatred to republican fchemes : thefe, I 
fay, are principles which not only the non- 
juring zealots profefs, but even papifta 
themfelves fall readily in with. And eve- 
ry extreme here mentioned,, flings a ge- 
neral fcandal upon the whole body it pre- 
tends to adhere to. 

But furely no man whatfoever ought in 
jufHce or good manners to be charged 
with principles he adually difbwns, unlefs 
his pradices do openly^ and without the 
leaft room for doubt,, contradid his pro- 
fef&on : not upon fmall furmifes, or be- 
caufe he has the misfortune to have ill 
men fometimes agree with him in a few 
general fentiments. However, though 
the extremes ofwhig and tory feemy with 
Httle juftice, to have drawn religion into 
their controverfies, wherein they have 
fmall concern, yet they both have borrow- 
ed one leading principle from the abufe 
of it, which is, to have built their feveral 

fyflems; 
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fyftems of political faith, not upon en- 
quiries after truth, but upon, oppofiti- 
on to each other, upon injurious appel- 
lations, charging their adverfaries with 
horrid opinions, and then reproaching 
them for the want of charity ; et neuter 
falfo. 

In order to remove thefe prejudices, I 
have thought nothing could be more ef- 
fedhial, than to defcrjbe the fentiments 
of a church of England man with refpe^t 
to religion 2nd government. This I ftiall 
endeavour to do in luch a manner, as 
may not be liable to the leaft objedion 
from either party, and which I am confi- 
dent would be aflented to by great num- 
bers in both, if they were not mifled to 
thofe mutual mifreprefentations by fuch 
motives, as they would be afhamedtoown. 

I (hall begin with religion. 

And here, though it makes an odd 
found, yet it is necejQary' to fay, that who- 
ever profefTeth himfelf a member of the 
church of England, ought to believe a 
God, and his providence, together with 
revealed religion, and the divinity of 
Cbrifi* For befides thofe many thou- 

lands. 
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jafids, who (t^ ^eak in the pliracfe ofdi^ 
viae^) do ptadtically deny ill this by the 
htimoraiity of their lives^ there is no fihall 
ttumb^, who in their converfatioh £^ 
^ti^^ dire<9tly, or by confequence, en-« 
devour to overthrow it : yet all thkGs 
place themfelves in the lift of the natiional 
church, though at the feme time (as it is 
higWy rtafonable) they are great fticklei^ 
for liberty b( conlcience. 

To enter upon particulars : a chufxh of 
JB^gland man h2& a true veneration for 
^ fcheme eftabliflied among us of eccle- 
i^yiick governnaent ; and though he will 
not determine whether epifcopacy be of 
divine right, he is fure it is moft agreeable 
to primitive inftitution, fitteft of all o- 
thers for preferving order and purity^ 
and tinder its prefent regulations beft cal- 
culated for our civil ftate : he fhould there- 
fore think the abolifhment of that order 
among us would prove a mighty fcandal 
and corruption to our faith, and mani- 
feftly dangerous to our monarchy ; nay, 
he would defend it by arms againft all 
the powers on earth, except our own le- 
giflature ; in which cafe he would fubmit 
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as to a general calamity, a dearth, or a 
peftilence. 

As to rites and ceremtinies^ ^d fotind 
of prayer J he allows there might be foihe 
ufeful alterations^ and more, which in 
the profped of uniting chriftians might be 
very fupportable, as things declared in 
their own nature indifferent; to which 
he therefore would readily comply, if the 
clergy y or (though this be not 10 fair a 
method) if the legiflature fliould dire€t ? 
yet at the fame time he cannot altogether 
blame the former for their unwillingnefs 
to confent to any alteration, which, be- 
fide the trouble, and perhaps difgraee, 
would certainly never produce the good 
effefts intended by it. The only condi- 
tion, that could make it prudent and juft 
for the clergy to comply in altering the 
ceremonial, or any other indifferent jpart, 
would be a firm refolution in the legifla- 
ture to interpofe, by fbme ftri6: and ef-i 
faftual laws, to prevent the rifing and 
^reading of new fe<as, howplauflble foe;- 
ver, for the future ; elfe there muft never 
be an end : and it would be to a6t like a 
man, who Ihould pull down and change 

the 
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the ornaments of his houfe in compliance 
to every one, who was difpofed to find fault 
as he palled by ; which, befides the per- 
petual trouble and expence, would very 
much damage, and perhaps in time de- 
itroy the building. Seds in a ftate feem 
only tolerated with any reafon, becaufe 
they are already Ipread; and becaufe it 
would not be agreeable with fb mild a 
government, or fo pure a religion as ours, 
to ufe violent methods againft great num- 
bers of miftdken people, while they do not 
^lanifeftly endanger the conftitution of 
cither. But the greateft advocates for ge- 
neral libqty of confcience will allow, that 
they ought to be checked in their begin- 
nings, if they will allow them to be an e- 
vil at all, or, which is the fame thing, if 
they will only grant, it were better for the 
peace of the ftate, that there fhould be 
none.. But while the clergy confider the 
natural temper of mankind in general, or 
of our own country in particular, what 
aflurances can they have, that any com- 
pliances they {hall make, will remove the 
evil of diffention, while the liberty ftill 
continues of profefling whatever new.o- 
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pinions wepleafe ? Or how can it be ima- 
gined, that the body of diflenting teach- 
ers, who muft be all undone by fiich a 
revolution, will not caft about for fbme 
new objedions to with-hold their flocks, 
and draw in frefh profelytes by Ibme fur- 
ther innovations or refinements. 

Upon thele reafbns he is for tolerating 
fuch different forms in religious worlhip 
as are already admitted, but by no means 
for leaving it in the power of thofe, who 
are tolerated, to advance their own mo- 
dels upon the ruin of what is already efla- 
. blifhed ; which it is natural for all feds 
to defire, and which they cannot be jufH- 
iied by any confiftent principles if they 
do not endeavour ; and yet, which they 
cannot lucceed in without the utmoft 
danger to the publick peace. 

To prevent thefe inconveniences, he 
thinks it highly juft, th^t .^11 rewards of 
truft> profit, or dignity, which the ftate 
leaves in the dilpofal of the adminiftrati- 
on, Ihoujd be given only to thofe, whofe 
principles dired: them to preferve the con- 
/litution in all its parts. In the late affair 
of occafionahonformity^ the general argu- 
ment 
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nxeiit of thofe who wer^ againft it, w^ 
ngt, to deny it an evil in itfelf, but that, 
the remedy propofed was violent, untime- 
ly, and improper, which is the bifliop of 
Sc^ifiHrfs * opinion in the fpeech hei 
jnade and -^ubliftied againft the bill: but 
however juft-t their fears or complaint^ 
inight have b^ep upon that fcore, bethinks 
it a little too grofs^ind precipitate to employ 
thw writers already in arguments for re- 
POaling theiacrameiitalteft, upon nowi- 
ier a maxim, than that no man fhould, 
on the account of confcieiice, be depriv- 
ed the liberty of ferving his country ; a 
topick which may be equally applied to 
gdmit Papifls, Atbeifts^ Mahometans y Hea- 
$bensy and yews. If the church wants 
inembers of its own to employ in the fer- 
vice of the pubHck, or be fo unhappily 
coatrived, as tq exclude from its com- 
nimuon fuch perfons, who are likelieft 
to hav^ great abilities, it is time it fhould 
be altered and redijced into fbme more 
perfed, or at leaft more popular form f 
l)iit in the mean while it is not sJtogetl^er 

• Dr. Burnet." 
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iinprobable) that wh^Q tfiofe, whgdiilik^ 
the conftitution, are fo very ze^py; ij^ 
their offers for th^ fervicjc; pf their CQWi-r 
pryy they are not wholly unnjmdful pf 
thdr party, or of theipfelyes. 

The Duteby whof^ pradHce is fb pftq:^ 
guot^d to prove and celebi-ate the great 
l^vantages of a gener^ liberty pf con-r 
fcience, have yet a natioiial religion pror 
feijed by all who bearpffipe anipng them? 
put why fliouid th^y bf a precedent for 
^s either in religion pr gpvernment ? ouy 
country differs frpm theirs, as well in fi-* 
^tion, foil, and prpdu<5l:ipns pf nature^ 
as in the genius and completion of in- 
jjabitants. Tbey are a cpmmonwealtl^ 
fqunded on a fudden, by a defperate at- 
tempt in a defperate condition, not form- 
ed or digefted into a regular fyftem by 
^ture ^ught andreaibn, but; huddled 
wp vnder the preijure of fudden exigenr 
pies; c^<?ulated for no long duration, 
and hii;herto fijbijfting by accident in the 
fiiidft of contending powers, who cannot 
yet a^ee about fharing it ^iftpugft them, 
Thefe difficulties do indeed preferve them 
^pm any great ctwruptions, which their 
"'"''' ' ' ' -■ crazy 
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crazy conftitution would extremely liib- 
jed them to in a long peace. Thfat con- 
fluence of people in a perfecuting age 
to a place of refuge neareft at hand, put 
/ them upon the neceffitybf trade, to which 
they wifely gave all eafe and encourage- 
ment : and if we could ihink fit to irtiitate 
them ixfL this laft particular, there would 
need i^ more to invite foreigner among 
us; Who feem to think no farther thart 
how to fecure their property and con- 
fcience, without projeding any fhare in 
that government which gives them pro- 
tection, or calling it ferfecution^ if it be 
denied them. But, I fpeak it for the ho- 
nour of our adminiflxaticMi, that although 
our feds are not fo numerous as thofe in 
Holland^ which I prefume is not our 
faulty and I hope is not our misfortune^ 
we much excel them and all Cbriflendbm 
befides in our indulgence to tender con- 
fciences "f-. One fingle copipliance with 
the national form of receiving the facra- 
ment, is all we require to qualify any 
fedary among us for the greateft employ-^ 

t When this was written, there was no law againft occafi- 
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tticnts in the ftate, after which he is at 
liberty to rejoin his own affemblies for 
the reft of his life. Belides, I will fup- 
pofe any of the numerous feds in Hoi- 
iandXo have lb far prevailed,, as to have 
raifed a civil war, deftroyed their govern- 
ment and religion, and put their admini- 
Jlraturs to death ; after which I will fup- 
pofe the people to have recovered all agaiii^ 
and to have fettled on their old founda- 
tion. Then I would put a query, whe- 
ther that fed, which was the unhappy in- 
ftniment of all this confufion, could rea- 
Ibnably exped to be entrufted for the fu- 
ture with the greateft employments, or 
indeed to be hardly tolerated among 
them? 

To go on with the fentiments of a 
church of England man : he does not fee 
how that mighty paffion for the church, 
vrhich fome men pretend, can well con- 
fift with thofe indignities and that con- 
tempt they beftow on the perfons of the 
clergy. It is a ftrange mark whereby to 
diftinguilh high-churchmen^ that they are 
fuch, who imagine the cler^ can never 
be too km. He thinks the maxim thefe 
Vql. hi. J ^ gende- 
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gentlemen are fo fond of, that they arft- 
for an humble clergy, is a very good one : 
and fo is he, and for an humtde \^t^ 
top, fince humility is a virtue, that per- 
haps equally befits and adorns every fta-- 
tionoflife. 

But then, if the fcribblers on the other 
fide freely fpeak the fentimenta of their 
party, a divine of the church oi England 
cannot look for much better quarter from 
thence. You fliall obferve nothing more, 
frequent in their weekly papers, than 3 
way of affeding to confound the terms 
oi clergy and bigh-ckurcb, of applying; 
both indifferently, and then loading the 
latter with all the calumny they can in- 
vent. They will tell you, they honcMir a 
clergyman ; but talk at the fame time^ 
as if there were not three in the kingdom, 
who could fall in with their definition^ 
After the like manner tjiey infult the «- 
niverfitks as ppifbned fountains, and cor- 
rupters of youth. 

Now it feems clear to nie, that th^ 
vohigs might eafUy have procured and 
maintained a majority among the clergy^ 
and perhaps in the uiuverfities, if thejr 

. had.- 
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had not too much encouraged or connived 
at this intemperance of fpeech and viru- 
lence of pen, in the woril and moft pro- 
ftitute of their party j among whom ther^ 
hath been, for fome years paft, -fuch ^ 
perpetual clamour againft the ambition, 
the implacable temper, and the covetouf* 
n&{k.o£ the prfe^/>pod[ :. fuch a cant oibigh-* 
churchy and perfecution, and htmg prieji-^ 
ridden , fo many reproaches about narfom 
principles y or terms of communion : then 
fuch fcandalous refledions on the univer-\ 
fitiesy for infeding the youth of the nati-» 
on with arbitrary and Jacobite principles, 
that it was natural for thole, who had the 
care of religion and education, to appre- 
hend fome general defign of altering the 
constitution of both. And all this was 
the more extraordinary, becaufe it could 
not eafily be forgot, that whatever oppo- 
sition was made to the ufurpations caking, 
James y -proceeded altogether from th^ 
church of England, and chiefly from the 
clergy^ and one of the univerRties. For, 
\£ it were of any xife to recal matters of 
^<^, what is more notorious than that 
prMnce'sapplyinghimfelffirft to thechurcl> 

1 2 of 
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of England 'y and upon their refufal to fall 
in with his meafures, making the like ad- 
vances to the dijfenters of all kinds, who 
readily and almoft univerfally complied' 
with him, affeding, in their numerous 
addreflfes and pamphlets, the ftyle oiour 
brethren the Roman catholicks ; whofe in- 
terefts they put on the fame foot with 
their own : and fbme of Cromweir% offi- 
cers took pofts in the army raifed againfl: 
the prince of Orange. Thefe proceedings 
of theirs they can only extenuate by urg- 
. ing the provocations they had met from 
the church in Yv[i^Charles% reign ; which, 
though perhaps excufable upon the fcore 
of human infirmity, are not by any means 
a plea of merit equal to the conftancy and 
fufferings of the bifhops and clergy, or 
of the head and' fellows of Magdalen eol- 
legey that furniihed the prince of Orange's 
declaration with fuch powerful arguments 
tojuftify and promote the revolution. 

Therefore a church of England man 
abhors the humour of the age, in delight- 
mg to fling fcandals upon the clergy in 
general ; which befides the difgrace to 
the reformation^ and to religion itfclf, caft 
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an ignominy upon the kingdom, that it 
doth not deferve. We have no better 
materials to compound the priefthood of, 
than the mafs of mankind, which cor- 
rupted, as it is, thofe who receive orders 
muft have fome vices to leave behind them 
when they enter into the church, aiid if 
a few do ftill adhere, it is no wonder, 
but radier a great one that they are no 
worfe. Therefore he cannot think ambi- 
tion^ or liwe of power y more juftly l,aid to 
their charge than to other men, becaufe 
that would be to make religion itfelf, or 
at leaft thebeft conftitution oichurch-go- 
vernmenty anfwerable for the errors and 
depravity of human nature. 

Within thefe laft two hundred years, 

all forts of temporal power have been 

wrefted from the clergy, and much of 

their ecclefiaftick, the reafon or juftice 

oi which proceeding I fhall not examine ; 

but that the remedies were a little too 

violent, with refped: to their pojfejionsj 

the legillature hath lately confeffed by the 

reniiffion of their firfl fruits. Neither 

do the common libellers deny this, who, 

in their invedtives, only tax the church 
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with an infatiable defire of power and 
wealth, (equally common to all bodies of 
men, as weU as individuals) but thank 
God, that the laws have deprived them of 
both. However, it is worth obferving 
the juftice of parties ; the led:s among us 
are apt to complain, and think it hard 
ufage to be reproached now after fifty 
years, for overturning the ftate, for the 
miirder of a king, and the indignity of 
^n ufurpation ; yet thefe very men, and 
their pairtifans, are continually reproach- 
ing the dergy, and laying to their charge 
the pride, the avarice, the luxury, the 
ignorance, and fiiperftition of ^<^^ times 
for a thoufand years paft. 

He thinks it a fcandal to government, 
that fuch an unlimited liberty fhould 
bd allowed of publifhing books againfl: 
thofe doArines in religion, wherein all 
chriftians have agreed, much more to 
connive at fuch trads as rejed iill reve- 
lation, and by their confequences oftfen 
deny the very being of a God. Surely 
it is not a fufficient attonement for tHe 
writers, that they profefs much loyalty t:c> 
the prefent government, and fprinkk xi^ 

ajrxd 
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«nd liown fome arguments in favour of 
"tke dijfenters ; diat they difpute, as ftre- 
nuoufly as they can, for liberty of confci^ 
<cnce) and inveigh largely againft all ec- 
<:le{iailicks under the name oi high^hurch ; 
and, in fhort, under the fhelter of fome 
{K^ular principles in politicks and religi- 
on, undermine the foundations <^ all piety 
and virtue. 

As he doth not reckon cvetf Jchifm of 
that damnable nature which fome would 
-ceprefent, fo he is vkj far from clofing 
with the new opinion of thofe who would 
make it no aime at all ; and argue at a 
wild rate, that God almighty is delight- 
ed with the variety of faith and worfhip, 
as he is with the varieties of nature. To 
fudi abfurdities are men carried by the 
siFediation oi free-thinkings and remttving 
^be pTVJmkceT of education, under which 
. head they have for fome time begun to lift 
morality and rdigion. It is certain that be- 
fore the rebellion in 1642, though the 
nvax^roi puritans {2^ they were then cal- 
led) were as great as it is with us, and 
though they fSedfeed to follow paftors of 
fhat denomination, yet thofe paftors had 

I 4 epifco- 
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epifcopal ordination, pofTdTed preferments 
in the church, and were fometimes pro- 
moted to bifliopricks diemfelves. But a 
breach in the general form of worfliip 
was, inthofedap, reckoned (b dangerous 
and finful in itfelf, and fo offenuve to 
Roman cathoUch at home and abroad, that 
it was too unpopular to be attempted ; 
neither, I believe, was the expedient then 
found out of maintaining (eparate paflors 
out of private purfes. 

When ^fchtfrn is once fpread in a na- 
tion, there grows at length a dilute, which 
are the ichifmaticks. Without entering on 
the arguments ufed by both iides among 
us to . fix the guilt on each other, it is 
certain, that in the fenfe of the law, the 
fchifm lies on that fide, which oppofeth it- 
felf to the religion of theflate. I leave it 
among the dhines to dilate upon the dan- 
ger of fchifm as a fpiritual evil ; but I 
would confider it only as a temporal one. 
And I think it clear, that any great fepa- 
ration from the eflablifhed worfhip, though 
to a new one that is more pure and per- 
fect, may be an occafion of endangering 
the publick peace, becaufc it will com- 

pofe 
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pofe a body always in Veierve, prepared to 
ibllaw any difcontented heads, upon the 
plaufible pretexts of advancing true reU- 
giotty and oppofing error, liiperftition, or 
idolatry. For this reafon Plato lays itdown 
as a maxim, that men ought to worjhip the 
gods according to the laws of the country ; 
and he introduces SocrateSy in his laft diA 
courfe, utterly difowning the crime laid 
to his charge, oi teaching new divinities or 
mcdiods of worfliip. Thus the poor Hu-^ 
gonots of France were engaged in a civil 
war by the fpecious pretences of fbme, 
who, under the guife of reUgion, facrifi- 
ced (o many thoufand lives to their own 
ambition and revenge. Thus was the 
whole body oi puritans in England drawn 
to be inAruments, or abettors of all man- 
ner of villainy, by the artifices of a fem 
men, whofe * defigns from the firft, were 
levelled to deftroy the conftitution both 
of religion and government. And thus 
even in Holland itfelf, where it is pre- 
tended that the variety of feAs live fo a- 
micably together, and in fuch perfeft 

* ImA Clarnidaiii biftoty. 
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obedience to the ma^ftrate, it is notori* 
ous how a turbulent party joining with 
the Arminiam^ did, in the memorv of our 
fathers, attempt to deftroy the liberty of 
that republick. So that upon the whole, 
where feds are tolerated in a ftate, it is 
fit they fhould enjoy a full liberty of con- 
icience, and every other privilege of free- 
bom fubje&s, to which no power is an- 
rtexed* And to preferve their obedience 
upon all emergencies, a government can- 
not give than too much eafe, nor truft 
ihem with too little power. 

The ciergy are ufually charged with a 
perfecutingfpirit^ which they are fald to 
difcover by an implacable natred to all 
dijfenters ; and this appears to be more 
unreafonable, becaufe theyflifFer le& in 
their interefb by a toleration^ than any of 
the conforming laity : for while the church 
remains in its prefent form, no difTenter 
can poflibly have »iy fhiare in its digni- 
ties, revenues, or power ; whereas, by 
once receiving the fkcrament, he is ren- 
dered capable of the highefl employments 
in the ftate. And it is very poflible, that 
a narrow education, together with a mix- 
ture 
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timd oF itumaa m&nuly, ma^ heip to be* 
get among fome of the tktgjf ift poffejjjwi 
i^ich an averiidn and coiitdmpc for all in-* 
Tuvaturs^ as phyficiam are apt to have fof 
^npmcks 5 or hafyin for petH-foggtrs^ or 
merchants iar ffedb&s ; but ilnce the num« 
ber of fe^bries doth not concern die cier-f 
gy either in pcrint of intE^eft or confiiience, 
(it being aii eyil not in their power to te- 
medy) it is more fair and tcafbnable to 
fi^pofe their diilike proceeds irom the 
dso^ers they apptehaid to the peace of 
the commonwealth, in the itiiii. whereof 
they innft exped to be the firft and great=^ 
eft fufFer^rs. 

To conclude i^fiBion^ k muft be ob* 
feiVed) that there is a vtry good word, 
tvhidi hath of kte fufSared mtich by both 
pi^ities^ i mean moderatim^ which the one 
fide v^ juftly difowns, and the other as 
unjuftly pretends to. Befide what paiTes 
every day in converlation, any man who 
reads the papers publiflied by Mr. Lejley, 
and others ofhisftamp, muft needs con- 
cKuie^ ^t if this author could make the 
nation fee his adverlaries under the colours 
he paints them in, we have nothing elfe 
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to do, but rife as one man, and deftroy 
ilich wretches from the face of the earth. 
On the other fide, how fhall we excufe 
the advocates for Moderation ; among 
whom I could appeal to a hundred pa- 
pers of imiverfal approbation by the caufe 
they were writ fori which lay fiich prin- 
ciples to the whole body of the tories, as, 
if th^ were true, and beHeved, our next 
bufinefs fhould in prudence be, to ered: 
gibbets in every parifh, and hang them 
out of the way. But I fuppofe it is pre- 
fumed, the common people underftand 
raillery, or at leaft rbetoricky and will 
not taJce hyperboles in too Hteral a fenfe ; 
which however in fome jundiires might 
prove a defperate experiment. And this 
is moderation in the modern fenfe of the 
word, to which, jpeaking impartially, the 
bigots of both parties are equally entitled. 
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Sect. II. 

The fentiments of a church of England 
man, with refpeSi to government. 

■firE look upon it as a very juft re- 
' ' proach, though we cannot agree 
where to fix it, that there fliould be fo 
much violence, and hatred in religious 
matters amcmg men who agree in all 
fundamentals, and only differ in Tome ce- 
remonies, or, at moft, mere foeculative 
points. Yet, is not this frequently the cafe 
between contending parties in a ftate? for 
inftance; do not the generality oiwhigs 
and tories among us profefs to agree in 
the fame fundamentals, their loyalty to 
the queen, their abjuration of the pre- 
tender ^ the fettlement of the crown in the 
proteflant line, and a revolution princi- 
ple ? their affetSlion to the church efla- 
bliflied, with toleration of difTenters? 
nay, fometimes they go farther, and pafs 
over into each other's principles j the 
vjhigs become great affertors of the prero- 
gative, and the tories of the people's li- 
berty } thcfc crying down almofl the 
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whole fett of biihops, an^ thofe defend- 
ing them ; fo that the differences fairly 
fbted, would be mijch of ^ fort with thpfe 
in religion among us, and amount to 
little more than, whojhould take place^ or 
gQ in and mtjirfi^ or Ufs the qu^ns hand% 
gnd what are tl^efe but 4 few cmrt cere- 
monies f or» ivhojlaould be in the minifiny P . 
gi)d whgt ji^ that to the body of the na- 
tion, but a m^e fpeeulative point f yet 
I ^nk it njufl be allowed, that no reli- 
gious fefts ever carried their mutual aver- 
iions to greater heighths than our, fbte- 
parties have done, who, the more to in- 
ikme their paflions, have mixed religi- 
ous and civil animofkies together ; bw- 
rowingone of their appellations from th$ 
church, with the addition of high aj)4 
hwy h&w little foever their dilputes re- 
late to the term> as it is generally ubt 
derftood. 

I now proceed to deliver the feoitiT 
ments of a church of England man, with 
relped to government. 

He doth not think the church of Eng" 
land fo narrowly calculated, that it can- 
not fall in with any regular Ipeeies oF 
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govenunent ; nor doth he think any one 
regular fpecies of govenunent more ac~ 
eeptabk to God than another. The three 
generally received in the fciooir have all 
of them their feveral perfedions, and are 
flibje<3; to their feveral depravations^ 
However, few ftates are. ruined by any 
defed in their inftitution, biit generally- 
by the corruption of manners, againft 
which the beft inftitution is no longer a. 
fecurjty, and without which a veiy ill. 
one may fubfift and flourifh: whereof 
th^e are two pregnant inftances now ia 
Eurepe^ The firft is the arifiocracy of 
Venice^ which, founded upon the wifeft 
maxims, and digefted by a great length of 
time, hath iaour age admitted fo many 
abyfes through the degeneracy of the 
nobles, that the period of its duration 
jeems to approach. The other is the u- 
nited republicks of the fiates-generaly 
where a vein of temperance, induftry,. 
parfunony, and a publick ipirit, running 
tlirough the whole body of the people. 
Math preferved an infant commonwealth, 
af an untimely birth and fickly conflitu- 
tion^.for above an hundred years, through: 
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{q many dangers and difficulties) as & 
much more healthy one could never have 
ftniggled againft without thofe advan*- 
tages. 

Where fecurity of perfbn and property 
are preferved by laws, which none but 
the whk can repeal, there the great ends 
of government are provided for, whether 
the adminiftration be in the hands of (me, 
or of mafijy. Where any one perfon or 
body of men, who do not r^prefent the 
whole, feize into their hands the power in 
the laft refort, there is properly no lon- 
ger a government, but what Arifiotle and 
his followers call the abuje and corruption 
of one. This diftin<ftion excludes arbi- 
trary power, in whatever numbers; which 
notwithftanding all ^2i\. Hobbes, Filmer, 
and others, have faid to its advantage, I 
look upon as a greater evil than anarchy 
itlelf, as much as 2Lfavage is in a hap- 
pier ftate of life, than sijlave at the oar. 

It is reckoned ill manners, as well as 
unreafonable, for men to quarrelupon 
difference in opinion ; becaufe that is u- 
fually fuppofed to be a thing, which no 
man can help in himfelf ; but this I do 
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not conceive to be an uniyerfal infallible 
maxim, except in thofc cafes where the 
queftion is pretty equally difputed among 
the learned and the wile : where it is o- 
therwife, a man of tolerable realbn, ibme 
experience, and willing to be inftruded, 
may apprehend he is got into a wrong 
opinion, though the whole courfe of his 
mind and inclination would perfuade him 
to believe it true j he may be convinced 
that he is in an error, though he does 
not fee where it lies, by the bad effeds 
of it in the common condu<ft of his life, 
a^d by obferying thofe perfons, for whole 
wifdom and goodnefs he hath the greateft 
deference, to be of a contrary fentiment. 
According to Hobbes% comparifon oirea- 
foning with cajling up accounts^ whoever 
finds a miftake in xh&fum totaly muft al- 
low himfelf out, though after repeated 
trials he may not fee in which article he 
has mifireckoned. I will inftance in one 
opinion, which I look upon every man 
obliged in confcience to quit, or in pru- 
dence to conceal ; I mean, that whoever 
argues in defence of abfolute power in a ^* 
fingle perfon, though he offers the old 
Vol. III. K plau- 
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plaufible plea, that 1/ is bis opiniony whicb 
%e cannot belpy uniefs he beconvsnced^ ought 
in all free ftates to be treated as the com- 
mon enemy of mankind. Yet this is laid 
as a heavy charge upon the clergy of the 
two reigns before the revolution, who> 
tinder the terms of pafftve obedience and 
fKin-refifiancCy are faid to have preached 
op the unlimited power of the prince, 
becaufe they found it a doArinc thatpl^a^ 
ed the court, and made way for their 
preferment. And I believe, there may be 
truth enough in this accusation to con- 
vince tis, that human frailty will too oi^^en 
interpofe itfelf among perfons of the ho- 
Keft fundtion. However it may he oiSered 
m ^xcufe for the clergy, that in the iseft 
ifbdeties there are fome ill members, which 
a corrupted court and miniflsry will indu— 
fhiouHy find out and introduce. Befides,^ 
It is manifeft, that the greater number of 
thole, who held and preached tlus doc- 
trine, were mifguided by equivocal terms, 
and by perfedl ignorance in the princi^e^ 
clf government^ which th^ had not made 
any part of their ftudy. The queftion. 
originally put, and as I remember t6have^ 
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heard it diiputed in publick ichools, wa^ 
this, Whether under any pretence whatfo- 
ever it may be lawful to rejifi the fupr erne 
magijirate f which was held in the nega- 
tive ; and this is certainly the right opi- 
nion. But many of the clergy and other 
learned men, deceived by a dubious ex- 
preflion, rtiiftook the objeSi to which paf 
five obedience was due. By xh&fupremts 
magijirate is properly imderftood the /?- 
gijlative power, which in all governments 
muft be abfolute and unlimited. But the 
word magifirate feeming to denote z.fiH- 
gle perfony and to exprefs the executive 
power, it canie to pafs, thait the obedicncd 
due to the legijlature was, for want of 
knowing or confiderine this eafy diftiric- 
tion, mifapplied to the adminifiration. 
Neither is it any wonder, that the clergy, 
or other well-meaning people fhouldrall 
into this error, which deceived Hobbes 
himfelf ib far, as to be tlite foundation of 
all the political miftakes in his bobks,' 
where he perpetually confoundsthe«r(?n/- 
tive with tlfe legijlaiive power, thotigh 
all well-inftituted ftates have ever placed 
them indifferent hands, as may be obvi- 
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QMS to thofe, who know any thing ofA'^ 
thensy Sparta^ Thebes^ and other repub- 
licks of Greece^ as well as the greater ones 
of Carthage and Rome. 

Befides it is to be confidered, that when 
thele dodbines began to be preached a- 
mong us> the kingdom had not quite worn 
out the memory of that horrid rebellion, 
under the confequences of which it had 
groaned almoft twenty years. And a weak 
prince, in conjunction with a {licceflion of 
moll proftitute minifters, began again to 
difpofe the people to new attempts, which 
it was, no doubt, the clergy's duty to 
endeavour to prevent, though fome of 
them for want of knowledge in tempo- 
ral afiairs, and others perhaps from a worfe 
principle, proceeded upon a topick, that, 
ftridly followed, would enflave all man- 
kind. 

Among other theological arguments 
made ufe of in thofe times in praife of 
inonarchy, and juftification of abfolute 
obedience to a prince, there feemed to 
be one of a fingular nature : it wa& urg- 
ed, that heaven was governed by a nto^ 
narchy who had none to controul his po\vr- 
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cr, but was abfolutely obeyed: then it 
followed, that earthly governments were 
the more perfed, the nearer they imi- 
tated the government in heaven. All 
which I look upon as the ftrongeft argu- 
ment againft defpotick power that ever 
was offered ; fince no reafon can poili- 
biy be affigned, why it is beft for the 
world, that God almighty hath fuch a 
power, which doth not diredly prove 
that no mortal man fhould ever have the 
like. 

But though a church of England man 
thinks every fpecies of government equally 
lawfuly he does not think them equally 
expedient ; or for every country indiffe- 
rently. There may be fomething in the 
climate, naturally difpoflng men towards 
one fo^rt of obedience ; as it is manifeft all 
over Afia^ where we never read of any 
commonwealth, except fome fmall ones 
on the weftern coafts eftablifhed by the 
Greeks » There may be a great deal in the 
fituation of a country^ and in the prefent 
genius of the people. It hath been ob- 
Tervcd, that the temperate climates ufu- 
ally run into moderate governments, and 
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the extremes into defpoticfe. ppwq:. It«| 
a remark of Hobbes^ that thp youth of 
England are corrupted in their prineiple§ 
of government by reading the authors of 
Greece and Rofne^ who writ under com- 
monwealths. But it might have been more 
fairly offered for the honouj" of liberty, 
that while the reft of the known worl4 
was over-run with the arbitrary governs 
ment of fingle perfons, arts zxxdfcienc^ 
took their rife, and ilourifhed, only ii^ . 
thofe few fmall territories, where the peor 
pie yftx^free. And though learning may 
continue after liberty is loft, as it did ia 
Home for a while upon the fpunda-: 
tions laid under the commonwealth, an4 
the particular patronage of fome empe-t 
rors, yet it hardly ever began under a ty-. 
ranny, in any nation : becaufe Jlavery is 
of all things the greateft clog and obfta-? 
cle to /peculation. And indeed, arbitrary 
power is but the firft natural ftep from 
anarchy or the favage life ; the.adjufting 
power and freedom, being an efFe<ft and 
confequence of maturer thinking; an4 
this is no where fo duly regulated as in at 
limited monarchy : becaviie I believe it 
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may pafs for a maxim in ftate, that the 
adminiflration cannot be placed in too few 
hands^ nor the legijlature in too many. 
Now in this material point the conftitu- 
tion of the Englijh government far ex- 
ceeds all others at this time on the earth, 
to which the prefent eftablifhment of the 
church doth fo happily agree, that, I think^ 
whoever is an enemy to either, muft of 
neceffity b€ fo to ^tf/i6. 

He thinks, as our monarchy is confti-. 
tuted, an hereditary right is much to be 
preferred before eleBion. Becaufe thego- 
voTiment here, elpecially by Ibme late 
amendment^ is fo regularly difpofed in 
all its parts, that it almoft executes idelf 
And therefore upon the death of a prince 
among us, the adminiftrationgoes on with- 
out any rub or interruption. For the feme 
rea/bns we have lefs to apprehend from 
the weaknefs or fury of our monarchs, 
who have liich wife councils to guide the 
firft, and laws to reftrain the other. And 
therefore this hereditary right fhould be 
kept fo facred, as never to break the fuc- 
cefiion, unlefs where the preferving it 
may* endanger the epnftitution j which is 
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not from any intrinfick merit, or unalie- 
nable right in a particular family, but to 
avoid the confequences that ufuaUy attend 
the ambition of competitors, to which 
eledive kingdoms are exposed; and which 
is the only obftacle to hinder them from 
arriving at the greateft perfedion that go- 
vernment can poffibly reach. Hence ap- 
pears the abfurdity of that diftindion be- 
tween a king defaSio, and one de jure, 
with refped to us. For every limited mo- 
narch is a king de jure, becaufe he go- 
verns by the confent of the whole, which 
is authority fufficient to abolifh all prece- 
dent right. If a king come in by conqueji, 
he is no longer a limited monarch ; if he 
afterwards confent to limitations, he be- 
comes immediately king de jure for the 
fame reafon. 

The great advocates ior fuccej/ion, who 
affirm it ought hot to be violated upon 
any regard or confideration whatfoever, 
do infift much Upon one argument, that 
feems to carry little weight. They would 
have it, that a crcywn is a prince's birth- 
right, and ought at leaft to be as well fe- 
cured to him and his pofterity, as the in- 
heritance 
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hcritance of any private man ; in fliort, . 
that he has the fame title to his kingdom, 
which every individual has to his proper- 
ty : now the confequence of this doftrine 
muft be, that as a man may find feveral 
ways to wafte, mifpend, or abufe his pa- 
trimony, without being anfwerable to the 
laws ; fo a king may in like mariner do 
what he will' with his own j that is, he 
may fquander and mifapply his revenues, 
and even alienate the crown, without be- 
ing called to an account by his fubjeAs; 
They allow fuch a prince to be guilty indeed 
of much folly and wickednefs, but for thefe 
he is anfwerable to God^ as every private 
man muft be that is guilty of mifmanage- 
ment in his own concerns. Now the 
folly of this reafoning will beft appear, 
by applying it in a parallel caf^ : iliould 
any man argue, that a phyfician is fup- 
pofed to underftand his own art beft ; 
that the law proteds and encourages his 
profeffion ; and therefore, although he 
fhould manifeftly prefcribe poifon to all 
his patients, whereof they mould imme- 
diately die, he cannot bejuftJy puniflied, 
but is anfwerable only to God : or ihould 
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the fame be offered in behalf of a divine, 
who would preach againil religion and 
moral duties : in either of thefe two cafes, 
every body would find out the Ibphiftry, 
and prefently anfwer, that although com> 
mon men are not exa^y ikillea in the 
compofition or application of medicines, 
or in prefcribing the limits of duty ; yet 
the difFerence between poifons and reme- 
dies is eafily known by their efFe<Eb ; and 
common reafon foon diilinguifhes be- 
tween virtue and vice : and it mufl be 
neceflkry to forbid both thefe the further 
practice of their profefllons, becaufe their 
crimes are not purely perfonal to the phy- 
fiician or, the divine, but defbiidive to 
the publick. All which is infinitely 
(bonger in refped: to a prince, in whote 
good or .ill condud the happinefs or mi^ 
fery of a whole nation is included ; wliere* 
as it is of fmall confequence to the pub- 
lick, farther than example, how any pri~ 
vate perfbn manageth his property. 
• But granting that the right of a lineal 
fuccefibr to a crown were upon the fame 
^t with the pr(^)erty of a fubjed ^ flill 
it may at any time be transferred bv the 
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le^a^Ve p^w^, as odier prppMtics fre- 
qii£i).dy arfc. The {iipreme power ia 4 
ftaj^ qaij do no f^rong, becai^ whatevor 
i^t doth, js the acSlion of all : an4 when 
tie. Icmym apply thi? m^xipi to the Hng^ 
th^y t?iuft underftaii4 it cmly iri that feiifc, 
as hp is adminiftrat^ of the AiprenjQ 
power; otherwife it is not vmiveriklly 
truei but may he controuled in fever^ 
inAgnces eafy to prodnce. 

And theie are the topicks we muft pro-r 
ceed upon to jufljfy our exclusion of the 
yoyng Pretender in France ; that of his 
fufpe&ed birth being merely popular, and 
therefore not made ufe of, as I remem- 
ber, iince the revoluticm, in any fpeech, 
vote, or proelamatioii, where there was 
p<:eaiion to mention him, 

A% to the Mkaiion of king Jaims, 
^hlch the advocates on that fide look 
upon to have been forcible and unjuft, 
and cojifequently void in itfelf, I think 
^ man may obierve every article of the 
Ungiijk churchy without being in much 
p^ about it. It is not unHkely that all 
^Qors were laid qjen for his departure, 

^d pffh^s not withouit the privity of 
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the prince of Orangey as reafonably con- 
cluding, that the kingdom might better 
be fettled in his abfence : but to afErm 
he had any caufe to apprehend the fame 
treatment with hk father y is an impro- 
bable fcandal flung upon the nation by a 
few bigotted French fcribblers, cm: the in- 
vidious aflertion of a ruined party at 
home in the bitternefs of their fouls, not 
one material circumflance agreeing with 
thofe in 1648 ; and the greateft part of 
the nation having preferved the utmoft 
iKMrcw iot that ignominious murder : but 
whether his removal were caufed by his 
own fearsy or other men's arttficesy it is 
manifefl to me, that fuppofing the throne 
to be vacant, which was the foot the na-^ 
tion went upon, the body of the people 
was thereupon left at liberty to chufe 
what form of government they pleafed, 
by themfelves or ^eir reprefentatives. 

The only difficulty of ^ny weight a- 
gainfl the proceedings at the revolution, 
is an obvious objedion, to which the wri- 
ters upon that fubjed have not yet given 
a dired: or fufHcient anfwer, as if they 
were in pain at fome confcquences, which 
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they apprehend thofe of the contrary opi- 
nion might draw from it. I will repeat 
this objedion, as it is was offered me fome- 
time ago with all its advantages by a 
very pious, learned, and worthy gentle- 
man of the nomuring-party *. 

The force pi his argument turned up- 
on this ; that the laws made by the fii- 
preme power cannpt otherwife than by 
the fupreme power be annulled : that 
this confifling in Eng/oful o£ a.kbigy lords, 
and commons, wherec^ each have a ne- 
gative voice, no two of them can repeal 
or enad a law without confent of the 
third ; much lefs may any one of them be 
entirely excluded from its part of the le- 
giflature by a voie of the other two. That 
all thefe maxims were openly violated at 
the revolution ; where an affemblyof the 
no^Jes and people^ not fummoned by the 
king*s writ (which was an effential part of 
the conftitution) and confequently no law- 
ful meeting, did merely upon their own 
authority declare the king to have abdi- 

* Mr. Nelfmt author of the Feafts and Fafts of the Church 
of Pngumd, 

cated. 
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cated^ the throne vacant, and gave th^ 
erewn by a vote to a /tepJlfew, when thc^e 
were tkfee children to inherit, though by 
Ihe iundamentat laws of the realm, tlMi 
next hei#.i» iitiftiediately to fuceeed. Nei« 
ther doth it appear, hoV a priniGe's aieU- 
cathn eeam niake any other fort of vacan- 
cy in* the throne, than would be caufed 
by his death, &ice be cannot abdicate 
rof hi* ehildien, (who claim their righ€ 
of fueoefSon by ad of parliament) olhet- 
wife than by his own eonfent in form; t<> 
a biU ftom me two houilb* 

And this is the di^culty, that feenas- 
ehiefly to ftkk with the moft r^cjhablef 
of thofe, wha, from: a mere fcruple of coiif- 
feience, refufe to join with us^ upon the? 
rtyolution-princij^e ; but for the reft are,- 
IbeKcve^ as- far from loving arbitrary go^ 
temiftewt, as^ any others can hd, who ar© 
ttbfti Uhder a^free conftitution, and at6 
aUow^ to have the leafl Hiare of com-* 
flion good fenfe. 

In- this- ofejeiaion there are two que- 
ftions included : firft, whether upon the 
foot of our conftitution, as it ftood in the 
reign of the late king yames, a king of 

EnglatHt 
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"England may be depofed ? The fecond, 
is, whether the people of England, con- 
vened by their own authority, after the 
king had withdrawn himfelf in the man^* 
ner he did, had power to alter thefuccefHon* 
As for the ftrft, it is apoint I ihall not 
pre&me to determine ; ^id fhall there-* 
fore only fay, that to any man who holds 
the ne^tive, I would demand the li- 
berty OT puttmg the cale as ftrongly as^ i 
pleafe. I will fuppofe a prince limited 
by laws like ours, yet running into a 
thoufand caprices of cruelty like Nero ot 
Caligula % I wiU fuppofe him to murdec 
his modier and his wife j to commit inr« 
ceft, ta ravifh matrons, to blow up the 
fenate, and burn his metropolisrj openfy 
to renounce Godv and Chnft, and wor- 
fhip the devil : thefe and the like exor- 
bitances are in the powca* of a-fingle pcr-» 
ion \o commit, without the advice of a 
mkiiiby, os afliftance of an army. And 
if fuch a king, as 1 have defcribed, cannot 
be depofed but by his own confent in par-f 
liament, Ido nctt well fee how he can be 
re0td^ or what can be meant by a. Imised 
monarchy j or whatdgnifies im people** 

confent 
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confenc in makii^ and repealing laws, if 
the peribn who adminifters hath no tie 
but conicience, and is anfwerable to none 
but God. I defire no ftronger proof that 
an opinion mufl be falle, than to find 
very great abfurdities annexed to it ; and 
there cannot be greater than in the pre- 
sent cafe ; for it is not a bare {peculation 
that kings may run into fuch enormities 
as are above-mentioned ; the pra<9ice may 
be proved by examples not only drawn 
from the firft Catfars^ or later emperors, 
but many modem princes oi Europe ; {uch 
as Peter the cruel^ Philip the fecond of 
Spairty John Bafihvits of Mufcovy^ and 
in our own nation, king Johriy Richard 
the thirdy and Henry the eighth. But 
there cannot be equal abfurdities fuppofed 
in maintaining the contrary opinion ; be- 
caufe it is certain, that princes have it in 
their power to keep a majority on their 
fide bv any tolerable adminiflration, till 
provoked by continual opprefHons; no 
man indeed can then anfwer, where the 
madne& of the people will flop. 

As to the fecond part of the objedidn ; 
whether the people oi England convened 
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b/ their own authority, upon kingyames^s 
precipitate departure, had power to alter 
the fuGceflion? 

In anfwer to this, 1 think it is manifcft 
from the pradice of the wifeft nations, 
and who feem to have had the trueft no- 
tions of freedom, that when a prince was 
laid afide for male-adminiftration, the 
»oi>Ies and people, if they tho^^t it ne- 
ceffaiy.for the pubHck we^l^ did refume 
the adminiftration of the fupf^me power, 
(the power itfelf having been always in 
them) and did not only alter the luccef- 
fion, but often the very form of govern- 
ment too j.becaufe they believed there 
was no. qatural .right in one man to govern 
another, but that all was by inftitution, 
force, or confent. Thus, the cities of 
Greece, when they drove out their tyran- 
nical kings, either chofe others from a 
new family, or aboliflied the kingly go- 
vermnent, and became free ftates. Thus 
the Romans, upon the expulfion of Tar- 
quitty found it inconvenient for them to 
be fiibjed any longer to the pride, the 
luft, the cruelty and arbitrary will of {in- 
gle perfons, and therefore by general con- 
VoL. III. L fent 
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fent entirely altered the whole frame of 
their government. Nor do I find the pro- 
ceedings of either, in this point, to have 
been condemned by any hiftorian of the 
fucceeding ages. 

But a great deal hath been already faid 
by other writers upon this invidious and 
beaten fubjed ; therefore I fhall let it fall ; 
though the point is commonly miftaken, 
efpecially by the lawyers ; who of all o- 
thcrs feem leaft to underftand the nature 
of government in general j like under- 
workmen, who are expert enough at mak- 
ing a fingle wheel in a clock, but are 
utterly ignorant how to adjuft the feveral 
parts, or regulate the movements. 

To return therefore from this digref- 
fion : it is a church of England mans opi- 
nion, that the freedom of a nation con- 
fifts in an abfolute unlimited legijlative 
powery wherein the whole body of the 
people are fairly reprefented, and in ati 
executive duly limited', becaufe on this 
fide likewife there may be dangerous de- 
g^rees, and a very ill extreme. For when 
two parties in a ftate are pretty equal in 
poweTy fretenfionsy merit and virtuey (for 

* thefe 
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thefe two laft are, with relation to parties 
and a court, quite different things) it hath 
been the opinion of the beft writers upon 
government, that a prince ought not in 
any fort to be under the guidance or in-* 
fluence of either, becaufe he dechnes by 
this means from his office of prefidingover 
thswbole, to be the head of sl party , which, 
befid« the indignity, renders him anfwer- 
able for all publick mifmanagements, and 
the confecjuences of them ; and in what- 
ever ftate this happens, there muft either 
be a weaknefs in the prince or miniftry, 
or elfe the former is too much reftrained 
by the nobles, or thofe who reprefcnt the 
people. 

To conclude : A church of England 
man may with prudence and a good con- 
fcience approve the profefied principles of 
one party more than the other, according 
as he thinks they beft promote the good 
oi church and ftate ; but he will never 
be iwayed by paftion or intcreft to ad- 
vance an opinion, merely becaufe it is 
that of the party he moft approves ; which 
(Xie fingle principle he looks upon as the 
root of all our civil animofities. To en- 

L 2 ter 
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ter into a party, as into an order oi fri- 
ersy with fo refigned an obedience to fu- 
periors, is very unfuitable both with the 
civil and religious liberties we fo zealoufly 
affert. Thus the underftandings of a 
whole fenate are often enllaved by three 
or four leaders on each fide, who, inftead 
of intending the publick weal, have their 
hearts wholly let upon ways and means 
how to get or to keep employments. But 
to Ipeak more at large, how has this ^- 
rit of faction mingled itfelf with the mafs 
of the people, changed their nature and 
manners, and the very genius of the na- 
tion ? broke all the laws of charity, neigh- 
bourhood, alliance, and holpitality, de- 
ftroyed all ties of fi*iehdfhip, and divided 
families againft themfelves ? and no won- 
der it fhould be fo, when in order to find 
out the charadler of a perfon, inftead of 
enquiring whether he be a man of vir- 
tue, honour, piety, wit, good fenfe, or 
learning; the modern queftion is only, 
whether he be a whig or a tory^ under 
which terms all good and ill qualities are 
included. 

No^v, 
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Now, becaufe it is a point of difficulty 
to chufe an exad middle between two ill 
extremes, it may be worth enquiring in 
the prefent cafe, which of theie a wife 
and good man would rather feem to a- 
void: taking therefore their own good 
and ill charad:ers with due abatements 
and allowances for partiality and paffion, 
I ftiould think that in order to preferve 
the conilitution entire in church andftate, 
whoever hath a true value for both, would 
be fure to avoid the extremes oiwhig for 
the fake of the former, and the extremes 
of tory on account of the latter. 

I have now faid all, that I could think 
convenient upon lb nice a fubjed, and 
find I have the ambition common with 
other reafoners, to wifh at leafl that both 
parties may think me in the right y which 
would be of fome ufe to thofe who have 
any virtue left, but are blindly drawn 
into the extravagancies of either, upon 
felfe reprefentations, to ferve the ambiti- 
on or malice of defigning men, without 
any profpeft of their own. But if that 
is not to be hoped for, my next wifh 
ihould be, that both might think me in 

L 3 the 
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the wrong: which I would underftand 
as an ample juftification of myfelf, and 
a fure ground to believe, that I have pro- 
ceeded at leaft with impartiality, and per- 
haps with truth. 
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ARGUMENT 

To prove that the AbolisJiing of 

CHRISTIANITY 

IN 

ENGLAND 

may^ as things nowjlandy be attended witbfoine tn- 
(owoeniencieSy and perhaps not produce thofe many 
good effeSis propofed thereby. 

Writjtcn in the Year 1708. 

I Am very fenfible, what a weakncfs and 
prefumption it is, to reafon againft the 
general humour and difpofkion of the 
world. I remember it was with great ju- 
ftice, and a due regard to the freedom, 
both of the publick and the prefs, forbid- 
den upon feveral penalties to write, or 
difcourfe, or lay wagers againft the a;?/^;^, 
even before it was confirmed by parlia- 
ment ; becaufe that was looked upon as 
a defign to oppofe the current of the 
people, which befides the folly of it, is 

L 4 a mam- 
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a manifeft breach of the fundamental law, 
that makes this majority of opinion the 
voice of God. In like manner, and for 
the very fame reafons, it may perhaps be 
neither fafe nor prudent to argue againft 
the abolifliing of chriftianity at a jundure, 
when all parties appear fo unanimoufly 
determined upon the point, as we cannot 
but allow from their adions, their dif- 
courfes, and their writings. However, I 
know not how, whether from the affec- 
tation of Angularity, or the perverfenefs 
of human natuire, but fo it unhappily falls 
out, that I cannot be entirely of this opi- 
nion. Nay, though I were fure an order 
were iflued for my immediate profecution 
by the attomey-geiieral, I fhould ftill 
confefs, that in the prefent pofture of our 
affairs at home or abroad I do not yet fee 
the abfolute neceffity of extirpating the 
chriftian religion from among us. 

This perhaps may appear too great a 
paradox even for our wife and paradox- 
ical age to endure ; therefore I mall han- 
dle it with all tendernefs, and with the 
utmoft deference to that great and pro- 
found 
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found majority, which is of another ien- 
timent. 

And yet the curious may pleafe to ob- 
ierve, how much the genius of a nation 
is liable to alter in hallF an age : I have 
heard it affirmed for certain by ibme very 
old people, that the contrary opinion was 
even in their memories as much in vogue 
as the other is now ; and that a projeA 
for the abolifhing of chriilianity would 
then have appeared as fingular, and been 
thought as abfurd, as it would be at 
this time to write or difcourfe in its de- 
fence. 

Therefore I freely own, that all ap- 
pearances are againfl me. The fyflem of 
thegofpel, after the fate of other fyflems, 
is generally antiquated and exploded, 
and the mafs or body of the common peo- 
ple, among whom it feems to have had 
its latefl credit, are now grown as much 
afhamed of it as their betters ; opinions, 
like fafhions, always defcending from 
thofe of quality to the middle fort, and 
thence to the vulgar, where at length 
they are dropped and vanifL 

But 
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But here I would not be miftaken, and 
muft therefore be fo bold as to borrow a 
diftin&ion from the writers on the other 
fide, when they make a difference between 
nominal and real trinitarians, I hope no 
reader imagines me fb weak to (land up 
in the defence of real chriftianity, fiich as 
ufed in primitive times (if we may believe 
the authors of thofe ages) to have an in- 
fluence upon mens belief and adions : 
to offer at the reftoring of that, would 
indeed be a wild prqjed ; it would be to 
dig up foundations ; to deftroy at one 
blow all the wit, and half the learning of 
the kingdom ; to break the entire frame 
and conftitution of things; to ruin trade, 
extinguish arts and fciences, with the 
profeflors of them ; in fliort, to turn our 
eourts, exchanges and fhops into defarts ; 
and would be full as abfurd as the pro- 
posal oi Horace, where he advifes the Rq- 
mam-, all in a body, to leave their city, 
and feek a new feat in fome remote part 
of the world, by way of cure for the cor- 
ruption of their manners. 

Therefore I think this caution was in 
itfelf altogether unneceffaryi (which I 

have 
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have inferted only to prevent all poflibi- 
lity of cavilling) fince every candid rea- 
der will eafily underftand my difcourfe 
to be intended only in defence of nomi- 
nal chriftianity, the other having been 
for fome time wholly laid afide by ge- 
neral confent, as utterly inconfiftent with 
our prefent fchemes of wealth and power. 

But why we fhould therefore caft off 
the name and title of chriftians, although 
the general opinion and refolution be fb 
violent for it, I confefs I cannot (with 
iiibmiffion) apprehend, nor is the confe- 
quence necelTary. However, fince the 
undertakers propofe liich wonderful ad- 
vantages to the nation by this projed, 
and advance many plaufible objections a- 
gainft the fyftem of chriftianity, I fhall 
briefly confider the ftrength of both, fairly 
allow them their greateft weight, and of- 
fer fuch anfwers as I think moft realbna- 
ble. After which I will beg leave to 
fhew, what inconveniencies may poilibly 
happen by fuch an innovation in the pre- 
fent pofture of our affairs. 

Firft, one great advantage propofed by 
the abolifliing of chriftianity is, that it 

would 
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would very much enlarge and eftablifh 
liberty of confcience, that great bulwark 
of our nation, and of the proteftant reli- 
gion, which is ftill too much limited by 
prieftcraft, notwithftanding all the good 
intentions of the legiflature, as we have 
ktely found by a fevere inftance. For it 
is confidently reported, that two young 
gentlemen of real hopes, bright wit, and 
profound judgment, who, upon a tho- 
rough examination of caufes and eifeds, 
and by the mere force of natural abili- 
ties, without the leaft tindure of learn- 
ing, having made a difcovery, that there 
was no God, and generoufly communi- 
cating their thoughts for the good of the 
publick, were fome time ago, by an un-^ 
paralleled feverity, and upon I know not 
what obfblete law, broke for blafphemy. 
And as ifhath been wifely obferved, if 
persecution once begins, no man alive 
knows how far it may reach, or where it 
will end. 

In aniwer to all which, with deference 
to wifer judgments, I think this rather, 
fliews the neceffity of a nominal reHgion 
among us. Great wits love to be free 
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with the higheft objefts ; and if they 
cannot be allowed a God to revile or re- 
nounce, they will fpeak evil of dignities, 
abufe. the government, and reflect upon 
the miniftry 5 which I am fure few will 
deny to be of much more pernicious con- 
fequence, according to the faying of 7/- 
beriusy deorum offenfa diis cura. As to 
the particular rad related, I think it is 
not fair to argue from one inilance, per- 
haps another cannot be produced : yet 
(to the comfort of all thofe who may be 
apprehenfive of perfecution) blafphemy 
we know is freely fpoken a million of 
times in every coffee-houfe and tavern, 
or where-ever clfe good company meet. 
It muft be allowed indeed, that to break 
an englijh free-born officer only for blaf- 
phemy, was, to fpeak the gentleft of fuch 
an a<^ion, a very high ftrain of abfolute 
power. Little can be faid in excufe for 
the general ; perhaps he was afraid it might 
give offence to the allies, among whom, 
for aught we know, it may be the cuftom 
of the country to believe a God. But 
if he argued, as fome have done, upon a 
miflaken principle, that an officer who \% 

guilty 
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guilty of fpeaking blafphemy, may fome 
time or other proceed {o far as to raife a 
mutiny, the coiifequence is by no means 
to be admitted : for furely the com- 
mander of an englijh army is Hke to be 
but ill obeyed, whofe foldiers fear and 
reverence him as little as they do a Deity. 
It is further objeded againft the gofpel 
fyftem, that it obUges men to the belief 
of things too difficult for free-thinkers, 
and fuch who have fhaken off the preju- 
dices that ufually cling to a confined edu- 
cation. To which I anlwer, that men 
fliould be cautious how they raife objedi- 
ons, which refled upon the wifdom of 
the nation. Is not every body fi-eely al- 
lowed to believe whatever he pleafeth, 
and to pubUfli his belief to the world 
whenever he thinks fit, Specially if it 
ferves to ftrengthen the party, which is 
in the right ? Would any indifferent fo- 
reigner, who fhould read the trumpery 
lately written by * -^/7, 7indaly Tolandy 

Cowardy 

* Jfgil wrote an argument Toland publiflicJ fome de- 

to prove, that man may be iftical books, 

tranilated from hence into e- TindaPs writings were blafi 

ternal life, without pafling phcmous and attieiftical. 

through death. Coward 
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Cowardy and forty more, imagine the 
gofpel to be our rule of faith, and con- 
firmed by parliaments ? Does any man ei- 
ther believe, or fay he believes, or deiir& 
to have it thought that he fays he believes 
one fyllable of the matter ? And is any 
man worfe received upon that fcore, or 
does he find his want of nominal faith a 
difadvantage to him in the purfuit erf" any 
civil or military employment? What if 
there be an old dormant ftatute or two 
againft him, are they not now obfolete 
to a degree, that Empfon and Dudley 
themfelves, if they were now alive, would 
find it impoflible to put them in exe- 
cution* 

It is likewife urged, that there are by 
computation in this kingdom above ten 
thoufand parfons, whofe revenues, added 
to thofe of my lords the bidic^, would 
fuffice to maintain at leaft two hundred 
young gentlemen (rf^wit and pleafure, and 
free-thinking, enemies to prieftcraft, nat-' 
row principles, pedantry, and prejudices, 
who might be an ornament to the court 

Coward aflerted the morta- the feat of it to ke in the 
lity of the foul, and alledged blood, 

and 
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and town: and then again, fb great a 
number of able [bodied] divines might be 
a recruit to our fleet and armies. This 
indeed appears to be a confideration of 
fome weight : but then, on the other 
fide, feveral things deferve to be conii- 
dered likewife : as firft, whether it may 
not be thought neceffary, that in certain, 
trads of country, like what we call pa- 
riflies, there Ihould be one man at lead 
of abilities to read and write. Then it 
feems a wrong computation, that the re-, 
venues of the church throughout this iiUnd 
would be large enough to maintain two 
hundred young gentlemen, or even half 
that number, after the prefent refined 
way of living, that is, to allow each of 
them luch a rent, a^ in the modem form 
of fpeech, would make thein eafy. But 
ilill there is in this projed a greater mis- 
chief behind ; and we ought to beware 
of the woman's folly, who-killed the hen, 
that every morning laid her a golden egg. 
For, pray what would become of the race 
of men in the next age, if we had nothing 
to truft to befide the fcrophulous con- 
fumptive productions furniflied by our 

men 



Digi 



tized by Google 



ABOLISHiNC CHRISTIANITY. 145I 

men of wit and pleaflire, when having 
fquandcred away their vigor, health and 
eftates, they are forced, by fome difagree- 
able marriage, to piece up their broken 
fortunes, and entail rottennefs and polite- 
nefs on their pofterity ? Now, here are ten 
thoufand perfons reduced, by the wife re- 
gulations oi Henry the eighth, to the ne- 
ceffity of a low diet, and moderate exer- 
cife, who are the only great reftorers of 
our breed, without which the nation 
would in an age or two become one great 
hofpital. 

Another advantage propofed by the a- 
bolifliing of chriftianity is the clear gain 
of one day in feven, which is now en- 
tirely loft, and confequently the kingdom 
one feventh lefs confiderable in trade, bu- 
iinefs, and pleafure ; befides the lofs to 
the publick of io many ftately ftruiShires 
now in the hands of the clergy, which 
might be converted into play-houfes, 
market-houfes, exchanges, common dor- 
mitories, and other publick edifices. 

I hope I fhallbe forgiven a hard word, 
if I call this a perfed cavil. I readily own 
there hath been an old cuftom, time out 

vbuin, M of 
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of mind, for people to aflemUe in t&p 
churches every Sunday^ and that fliops 
are ftill frequently {hut, in order,, as it is- 
conceived, to preferve tl^e Jraaemory of 
that antient pradice ; but tow this can. 
prove a hindrance to bufinefs.or pkafure^ 
is hard to imagine.. What if the men of 
pleafure are forced^ one day in the week, 
to game at home inftead oS %%& chocolate- 
houfef are not the tspuerm and coffee- 
boufes open }! caa there be a more conve- 
nient feafon for taking a dofe of phyfick f 
are fewer claps got upon Sundays thaa 
other days ? is nctf that the chief day for 
traders to &m up the aceouBts of the 
week, and for lawyer? to prepaie their 
briefs ? but I would fain linowr ^ow it 
can be pretended,, that the churchy are 
mifapplied? where are more: appoint- 
ments and rendezvoufes of gallantry ^ 
where more care to appear in the fore- 
mofl: box, wkh greater advantage of drefs? 
where more meetings for bufinefs ? where 
more bargains driven of all forts ? and 
where fo many conveniencies or incite- 
ments to fleep ? 

There is one advantage, greater thair 

any- 
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nny of the foregoing, propofed by thea- 
boJifliing of chriftianity ; that it will ut- 
terly extinguifli parties among us, by re- 
moving thofe ladious diftin<fti6ns of high 
and low-church, of whig and iory, pref- 
byterian and church of England^ which 
we now lb many grievous clogs upon pub- 
lick proceedings, and are apt to dii^ofe 
men to prefer the gratifying themfelves or 
deprefling their adverfaries, before the 
moft important intereft of the ftate. 

Iconfels, if it were certain, that io great 
an advantage would redound to the na- 
tion by. this expedient, I would lubmit, 
and be iilent : but will any m^i fay, that 
if the words TOy&or/^rg", drinking, cheating^ 
Ijii^y Jiealingj were by ad of parliament 
ejeded out of the EngUJh tongue and dic- 
tionaries, we ihould all awake next morn- 
ing chaile and temperate, honeft and juft, 
and lovers of truth. Is this a fair confe- 
quience ? or if the phyficians would forbid 
us to jM-onounce the words pox, gout, rheti^ 
maufm and ftom, would that expedient 
ierve like fo many talifmans to deftroy 
the difeafes themfdves ? are party and fac- 
tion rooted in men's hearts no deeper thaii 
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phraTes borrowed from religion, or found- 
ed upon no firmer principles? and is our 
language fo poor, that we cannot find o- 
ther terms to exprefe them ? are envyv 
^pride, avarice^ and ambition fuch ill no- 
menclators, that they cannot furnifli ap- 
pellations foi their owners ? will notH^- 
dukes and mamaluhes, mandarin^ and pai- 
JbawSy or any other words formed at plea- 
fore, ferve to diftinguifli thofe who are in 
the miniftry from others, who would be 
in it if they could ? what, for inftance, is 
eafier than to vary the form of ipeech, stnd 
inftead of the word church, make it a que- 
ftion in politicks, whether the monument 
be in danger ? becaufe religion was neapeft 
at hand to fiimifli a few convenient phrgfes, 
is our invention fo barren, we can find no 
other ? fiippofe, for argument fake, that 
the tories favoured Margarita +, the whigs 
Mrs. ToftSy and the Trimmers Valeniimiy. 
would not Margaritiam^ Toftians, and 
Valentimans be very tolerable marks o£ 
diltindtion ? the Prafini and Veniti^ two 

t Italian fiagers dien in vogue: Marguarita was after-4- 
wards married tQ Dr. Pepufche. 
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ABOLISHING CHRISTIANITY. 153 

moft virulerit fa<aions in Italy, began (if 
I remember right) by a diftindion of co- 
lours in ribbands : and we might contend 
with as good a grace about the dignity of 
the^/ue and the^^^;;, which would (erve 
as properly to divide the court, the parli- 
ament, and the kingdom between them, 
as any terms of art whatfoever borrowed 
from religion. And therefore Itliink there 
IS little force in this objedion againft 
chriftianity, or prolped of fo great an 
advantage as is propofed in the abolifli- 
ing of it • 

It is again objeded, as a very abfurd ri- 
diculous cuftom, thatafettofmenfliould 
befuffered, much lefs employed and hired, 
to bawl one day in feven againil the law- 
fulnels of thofe methods moft in ufe to- 
wards the purdiit of greatnefs, riches, and 
' plealure, which are the conftaht pradice 
df all men alive on the other fix. But this 
objeddon is, I think, a little unworthy Co 
refined an age as ours. Let us argue this 
matter cahnly : I appeal to the breaft of 
any polite free-thinker, whether, in die 
puriuit of gratifying a predominant pafli- 
on, he hath not always felt a wonderful 
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incitement by refleding, it w?js a thing 
forbidden : and therefore we fee, in order 
to cultivate this tafte the wifdom of the 
nation hath taken ipecial care, that the la- 
dies fhould be furnifhed with prohibited 
filks, and the men with prohibited wine* 
And indeed it were to be wifhed, that 
fome other prohibitions were promoted, 
in order to improve the pleafures of the 
town ; which for wbnt of fuch expedi- 
eiits begin aheady, ^ I an) told, to flag 
and grow languid, giving w^y daily ta 
cruel iiu-oads from the fpleen. 

It is likewife propofed as a great ad- 
vantage to the publick, that if we once 
difcard the Arftem of the gofpel, all re- 
ligion will of courfebebaniflied for ever, 
and confequently along with it thofe grie- 
vous prejudices of education, which, un« 
der the names of virtue, confcience, ho^ 
noiir, juftice, and the like, are (o apt to 
didurb the peace of human ininds, and 
the notions whereof are fo hard to be e- 
radicated by right rea{bn,or free~thinking> 
fonaetinies during the whole courfe of our 
Jives. 

Here firft I obferve, how difScult; it is. 

to 
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to get rid of aplirafe, which the world is 
once grown fond o^ though the occafi- 
on that firft produced it he entirely taken 
away. For feveral years paft, if a man 
had but an ill-favourf nofe, the deep 
thinkers of the age would fome way or 
other contrive to impute the caufe to the 
prejudice of his education. From this 
foutitain ar6 faid to bb derived all our 
fooliih notions of juftice, piety, love of 
«Our country •; all our opinions of God or 
a future ilate, heaven^ nell, and the like : 
iuid there liiight formerly perhaps have 
been fome pretence for this charge. But 
fo effediial care hath bfeen fince taken to 
Tcmove thpfe prejudices, by an entire 
change in the methods of education, that 
(with hondilr I mention it to our polite 
innovators) the young gentlemen, who 
Are now on the icene, feem to have not 
the leaft tindtnre left of thofe infufions, 
or firing of thbfe weeds ; and by confe- 
•quence the rcafon fot aboli{hing nominal 
^chriftiainity upon that pretext, is wholly 
ceafed. 

For the reft, it may perhaps adimt a 

controverfy, whether the banifhing ali 
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notions of religion whatfoever would be 
convenient for the vulgar. Not that I am 
in the leaft of opinion with thofe, wha 
hold religion to have been the invention 
of politicians to keep the lower part of 
the world in awe by the fear of invifible 
powers ; unlefs mankind were then very 
different from what it is now : for I look 
upon the mafs or body of our people here 
in England to be as free-thinkers, that 
is to fay, as ftaunch unbelievers, as any 
of the higheft rank. But I conceive fome 
Scattered notions about a fuperior power 
to be of lingular ufe for the common peo- 
ple, as furnilhing excellent materials to 
keep children quiet when they grow pee- 
vifh, and providing tc^icks of amuie- 
ment in a tedious winter-night. 

Laftly, It is propofed, as a fingular 
^vantage, that the abolifliing of cnrifti- 
anity will very much contribute to the 
uniting of proteftants^ by enlarging the 
terms of communion, fb as to take in all 
forts o^dijfentersy who are now fliut out of 
the pale upon account of a few ceremonies, 
which all fides confefs to be things indif- 
ferent ; that this alone will cffedually 

anfwer 
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ABOLISHING CHRISTIANITY. 157 

saSwer the great ends of a fcheme for com> 
prehenfion by opening a large noble gate, 
at which all bodies may enter ; whereas 
the chaiFering WvHtidiffenterSy and dodg- 
ing about this or the other ceremony, is 
but like opening a few wickets, and leav- 
ing them at jar, by which no more than 
one can get in at a time, and that not 
without (looping, and fldeling, and fqueez- 
inghis body. 

. To all this I anfwer, that there is one 
darling inclination of mankind, which 
ufually affeds to be a retainer to religion, 
though flie be neither its parent, its god- 
mother, or its friend ; I mean the fpirit 
of oppofition, that lived long before chri- 
ftianity, and can eafUy fubfifl without it; 
Let us, for inftance, examine wherein the 
oppofition of fedaries among us confifts ; 
we fhallfind chriflianity to have no fhare 
in it at all. Does the gofpel any where 
prescribe a flarchedfqueezed countenance, 
a ftiff formal gait, a fihgularity of man- 
ners and habit, or any afFeded modes of 
fpeech. different from the reafbnable part 
of mankind? Yet, if chriftianity did not 
lend its name to ftand in the gap, and to 
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employ JOT divert thefc humours, the^ 
m\m of neceflity be {pent in c(mtraventi-« 
•ons to the laws of tjhe land, and diftur- 
bance of the publick pe^ice. There is a 
portion of enthufiafm afUgned to ever^r 
nation, which if it hath not proper ob- 
je&s to work on, will burfl: out, and fet 
all in a flame. If the quiet of a ilate can 
be bought by only iflinging men a few €e-« 
remonies to devour, it is a purdiafe no 
wife tnan Iroutd refui^ Let thb maftiflfs 
amufe themlelves about a fheep's ikiti 
ika£kd with hay, provided it will keep 
them from worrying the flock. The in- 
ftitution of convents abroad feems in one 
point a ftrain of great wifdom^ tJicre be* 
ing fe^i^ irregularities in human: pai^Kms, 
that itiay not have reccmde to vent them- 
felves in fome of tht^ofdersi wikrh aro 
ia many retreats for the fpcculatiTc, the 
jjielancholy, the proud, thfe fil«iti ihepo^ 
liticky and the morofe, to fpend thetDr* 
^lve% and evaporate the noaaoiis parti* 
4iles ; for each of wh(»n we in this ifland 
are forced to provide a feveral fed of re- 
H^on, to keep theni quiet ; and when-* 
«ver chriftianity fhall be aboliflied, the 

legifla- 
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le^flature muft find fome other expedi- 
ent to employ and entertain them. For 
what imports it how large a gate you o- 
pen, if there will be always left a number, 
who place a pride and a merit in re^ifing 
to enter ? 

Having thus confidered the mpft im-? 
portant objedionsagainft chriftianity, and 
the chief advantages propofed by the abo- 
lifhing thereof; I mail now with equal 
deference and (ubmiflion to wifer judg- 
ments, as before, proceed to mention a 
few inconveniencies that may happen, if 
the gofpel {hould be repealed, which 
perhaps the pirojedors may not have fujf- 
ficien&y coi^dered* 

And firft, I am very fenfible how much 
the gentlemen of wit ^nd i^eafure are apt 
to murmur, and be choaked at the fight 
offo many daggled-tailparfons, who hap- 
pen to fall in their way, and offend thcit 
eyes ; but at the feme time thefe wife re- 
formers donotconfider, what an advantage 
and felicity it is for great wits to be al- 
ways provided with objeds of fcom and 
contempt, in order to exerciie and improve 
their talents, and divert their fpleen from 

falling 
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fsdling on each other, or on themfelves,' 
elpecially when all this may be done with- 
out the leaft imaginable danger to their 
perrons. 

. Andtourgeanotherargumentofapa- 
rallel nature t if chriftianity were once a- 
boliihed, how could die free-thinkers, the 
firong reafbners, and the men of profound 
learning, be able to find another fubje(% 
to calculated in all points whereon to dis- 
play their abilities ? what wonderful pro- 
dudions of wit (hould we be deprived of 
from thofe, whofe genius by continual 
pradice hath been wholly turned upon 
raillery and invedivcs againft religion, and 
would therefore never be able to Ihine or 
diftinguifli themfelves upon any other 
{ubjedt ? we are daily complaining of the 
great decline of wit among us, and would 
we take away the greateft, perhaps the 
only topick we have left ? who would 
ever have fufpe^lcd -^il for a wit, or 
Toland for a philofopher, if the inexhau- 
ftible ftock of chriftianity had not been at 
hand to provide them with materials ? 
what other fubjed through all art or na- 
ture could have produced Tindal for a pro- 
found 
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^und author, or furniflied him with rea* 
ders ? it is the wife choice of the iiibjcfft 
that alone adorns and diftinguiihes the 
writer. For had an hundred fuch pens as 
thefe been employed on the fide of reli- 
gion, they would have immediately funk 
mto filence and oblivion. 

Nor do I think it wholly groundlels, 
or my fears altogether imaginary, that the 
aboliihing of chriftianity may perhaps 
bring the church in danger, or at leaft put 
the fenate to the trouble of another fecu- 
ring vote. I defire I may not be miftaken ; 
I am far from, prefumingto affirm or think 
that the church is in danger at prefent, or 
as things now ftand ; but we know not 
how foon it may be fo, when the chriftian 
religion is repealed. As plaufible as this 
proiedt feems, there may be a dangerous 
ddign lurking under it. Nothing can be 
more notorious, than that the atheifts, de- 
ifisyjitcinians^ anti-trinitarians, and other 
£ib-<livifions of free-thinkers, are perfons 
of little zeal for the prefent ecclefiaflical 
efkblifhment : their declared opinion is 
for repealing the facramental teft j they 
are very indifferent with regard to cere- 
monies 1^ 
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monies 5 nor do they hxAd the jm dim* 
mm of epircx>pacy : therefore this may be 
intended as one politick ftep towards al* 
tering thcconftitution of the church eftab- 
lifhed, and fetting up prejbytery in the 
flead, which I leave to be fiarther confi- 
dered by thofe at the helm. 

In the laft place, I think nothii;ig€anbe 
more plain, than that by this expedient,, 
we (hall run into the evil we chiefly pre- 
tend to avoid: and that the abolifhment 
of the chriftian religion will be the rea- 
dieft courle we can take to introduce po- 
pery. And I am the more inclined to this 
opinion, becaiifeweknowithath been the 
conftant practice of xh&jefuits to fend over 
emiflaries with inflrudions to perfonate 
themfelves members of the feveral prevail- 
ing feds among us. So it is recorded, that 
they have at fundry times appeared in the 
guife of prejbyterians, anabaptiftsy indc" 
pendentSy and quahersy accoiding as any 
of thefe were moft in credit ; fo, fince the 
fafhion hath been taken up of exploding 
religion, the popijh mifHonaries nacvQ not 
been wanting to mix with the free-think- 
«•$; among whom 73/^»fl?, the great ora- 
cle 
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clc of the anti'cbriftianSf is an Irijh prieft, 
the ion qF an In/b pricft j and the maft 
learned and ingenious author of a book 
called the rights 9f the cbrifiian churchy 
was in a proper jun<Shure reconciled to the 
Bomijb faith^ whofe true ion, as, appears 
by a hundred pa^ges in his treaitife, ho 
mil continues. Perhaps I could add feme 
others to the number ; but the fad is be* 
yond difpute, and the reafoning they pro- 
ceed by is right: for fuppoiing chriftianity 
to be extinguiihed, the people will never 
be at eafe till they fuid out fome other 
method of worfhip ; which will as xn^I- 
libly produce fuperftition, as fuperAition 
will end in ptpety. 

And therefore, ifnotwithftandingallX 
have £ud, it ftiU be thought necef!ary to 
have a bill brought in for nepealing chri^ 
iHanity^ I would humbly offer an amend* 
ment, that inftead of the word chriftia- 
nity may be put religion in general, which 
I conceive will much better anfwer all the 
good ends propofed by the projedors of 
it. For as long as we leave in beinga God 
and his providence, with all the necefla- 
ry coniequences, which curious andinqui- 
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fitive men will be apt to draw from fiich 
premifes, we do not flrike at the root of 
the evil, though we fhould ever (o effec- 
tually annihilate the prefent fcheme of the 
goipel: for, of what ufe is freedom of 
thought, if it will not produce freedcan 
of a^on, which is the lole end, how re- 
mote foever in appearance, of all objefti- 
ons againft chriftianity; and therefore, the 
free-thinkers confider it as a fort of edi- 
fice, wherein all the parts have fuch a 
mutual dependance on each other, that if 
yoii happen to pull out one fingle nail, 
the whole fabrick muft fall to the ground. 
This was happily expreffed by him, who 
had heard of a text brought for proof of 
die trinity, which in an ancient manu- 
fcript was differently read ; he thereup- 
on immediately took the hint, and by a 
fudden dedudion of a long * Jorites moft 
logically concluded ; why, ifit be as you 
fay, I may fafely whore and drink on, 
and defy the parfon. From which, 2sA 
many the like inftances eafy to be pro- 

. * A faritit differs from a example of this figure mvj be 
fyllogyfm, in that it takes on- feen in JthnBtMt Vol. VI. 
fy the minor propofitioii. An p. 173. 
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' -duced, I think nothing can be more ma- 
nifeft, than that the quarrel is not againft 
any particular points ojfhard digeftion in 
the chriftian fyftem, but againft religion 
in general, which, by laying reftraints on 
human nature, is fuppoied the great ene- 
my to the freedom of thought and ac- 
tion. 

Upon the whole, if it fliall ftill be 
thought for the benefit of church and 
ftate, that chriftianity be abolifhed, I con- 
ceive however, it may be more conve- 
nient to defer the execution to a time of 
peace, and not venture in this conjunc- 
ture to difoblige our allies, who, as it 
falls out, are all chriftians, and many of 
them, by the prejudices of their educati- 
on, fo bigotted, as to place a fort of pride 
in the appellation. If upon being rejed- 
ed by them, we are to truft to an alliance 
with the Turky we fliall find ourfelves 
much deceived : for, as he is too remote, 
and generally engaged in war with the 
Perfian emperofj. fo his people would be 
more fcandalized at our infidelity, than 
our chriftia^^iJBghbours. For the Turh 
are not only*ftri(^ obfervers of religious 
Vol. *IIL N wor- 
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wcarftiip, but, what is worfe, believe a 
God ; which is more than is required of 
us, even while we preferve the name of 
christians. 

To conclude : whatever fome may 
diink of the great advantages to trade by 
tiiis favourite fcheme, I do very much ap- 
prehend, that in fix months time after the 
aft is pail for the extirpation of the gof- 
pel, the Bank and Eaft-India flock may 
fall at leafl one per cent. And fince that 
is fifty times more than ever the wifdom 
of our age thought fit to venture for the 
prefervation of chriftianity, there is no 
reafbn we fhould be at fb great a lofs, 
merely for the fake of deflroying it» 
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PROJECT 

FOR THE 

Advancement of Religion 

, AND THE 

Reformation of Manners. 

BY A PERSON OF QUALITY. 
Written In the Year 1709. 

To the countefs of Berkley *, 

Madam, 
VT Y intention in prefixing your ladjr- 
^^-^ fliip's name, is not, after the com- 
mon form, to defire your protedion of 
the following papers ; which I take to be 
a very unreafonable requeft ; fince by 
being infcribed to your ladyfhip, though 
withoutyour knowledge, and from a con- 
cealed hand, you cannot recommend them 
without fome (ufpicion of partiality. My 
real defign is, I confefs, the very fame I 
We often detefted in moft dedications ; 
tliat of publifhing your praifes to the 

* This excellent lady, was and After to Edward carl of 
ilizai*iA, the daughter of Bap- Gtdi^rough, 
^ Nttl, vifcount CampdiUy 

N a world; 
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world ; not upon the fubjed of your no- 
ble birth, for I know others as noble ; or 
of the greatnefs of your fortune, for I 
know others far greater j or of that beau- 
tiful race (the images of their parents) 
which calls you mother ; for even this 
may perhaps have been equalled in fome 
other age or country. Befides, none of 
thefe advantages do derive any accom- 
plifhments to the owners, but ferve at 
beft only to adorn what th^ really pof- 
fels. What I intend, is your piety, truth, 
good fenfe, and good nature, affability^ 
and charity ; wherein I wifh your lady- 
fhip had many equals, or any fuperiors ; 
and I wifh I could fay, I knew them too, 
for then your ladyfliip might have had a 
chance to efcape this addrefs. In the niean 
time, I think it highly neceflary, for the 
interefl of virtue and religion, that the 
whole kingdom fhould be informed m 
Ibme parts of your charadler : for inilance, 
that the eafiefl and politefl converfation, 
joined with the truefl piety, may be ob- 
ierved in your ladyfhip, in as great per- 
fe<9ion as they were ever feen apart iri a?- 
ny other perfbns* That by your prudence 

and. 
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and management under feveral difadvan- 

tages, you have preferved the luftre of 

that moft noble family, into which you 

are graffed, and which the unmeafurable 

profufion of anceftors for many genera-- 

tions had too much eclipfed. Then, how 

happily you perform every office of life, 

to which providence hath called you : in 

the education of thofe two incomparable 

daughters^ whofe condu<9: is fo univer- 

fally admired ; in every duty of a prudent, 

complying, afFedionate wife ; in that 

care which defcends to the meaneft of . 

your domefticks j and laftly, in that end- 

lefs bounty to the poor, and difcfetion 

where to diftribute it. I infill: on my o- 

pinion, that it is of importance for the 

publick to know this and a great deal 

more of your ladyfhip ; yet whoever goes 

about to inform them, fhall, inftead of 

finding credit, perhaps be cenfured for a 

flatterer. To avoid fo ufual a reproachj 

I declare this to be no dedication, but 

merely an introdudion to a propofal for 

the advancement of religion and morals, 

by tracing, however imperfedly, fome 

few lineaments in the charader of a lady, 

N 3 vvho. 
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who hath (pent all her life in the pradice 
and promotion of both. 

AMONG all the fchemes offered tq 
the publick in this projeding age, I 
have obferved, with fome difpleafure, that 
there have never been any for the improve- 
ment of religion and morals : which, be-, 
fides the piety of the defign from the 
confequence of fuch a reformation in a fu- 
ture life, would be the beft natural means 
for advancing the publick felicity of the 
ftate, as well as the prefent happinefs of 
every individual. For, as much as faith 
and morality are declined among us, I 
am altogether confident, they might in 
a Ihort time, and with no very great trour 
ble, be raifed to as high a peifedion as 
numbers are capable of receiving. In- 
deed, the method is fo eafy and obvious, 
and fome prefent opportunities (b good, 
that in order to have this projedl reduced 
to pradice, there feems to want nothing 
more than to put thofe in mind, who By 
their honour, duty, andintereft, are .chiefs 
ly concerned. 

But becaufe it is idle to proppfe rcme^ 

died 
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dies, before we are affured of the difeafe, 
or to be in fear till we are convinced of 
the danger ; I fhall firft fliew in general, 
that the nation is extremely corrupted in 
religion and morals ; and then I will of- 
fer a fliort fcheme for the reformation of 
both. 

As to the firft, I know it is reckcmed 
but a form of fpeech, when divines com- 
plain of the wickednefs of the age : how- 
ever, I believe upon a fair comparifon 
with other times and countries, it would 
be found an undoubted truth. 

For firft, to deliver nothing but plain 
matter of fad without exaggeration or 
iatire, I fuppde it will be granted, that 
hardly. one in an hundred among our 
people of quality or gentry appears to ad 
by any principle of religion ; that great 
numbers of them do entirely difcard it, 
and are ready to own thdr difbelief of all 
revelation in ordinary difcourfe. Nor is the 
cafe much better among the vulgar, ef- 
pccially in great towns, where the pro- 
fanenefs and ignorance of handicraftfmen, 
imall traders, fervants, and the like, are 
to a de^ee very hard to be imagined 
•/ N 4 greater. 
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greater. Then, it is obferved abroad, that 
no race of mortals hath fo little fenfe of 
religion as the Englijh foldiers ; to con- 
firm which, I have been often told by 
great officers of the army, that in the 
whole compafs of their acquaintance they 
could not recoUedt three of their profef- 
fion, who feemed to regard or believe 
one fyllable of the gofpel : and the fame 
at leaft may be affirmed of the fleet. The 
confequences of all which upon the ac- 
tions of men are equally manifeft. They 
never go about, as in former times, to 
hide or palliate their vices, but expofe 
them freely to view, like any other com- 
mon occurrences of life, without the leaft 
reproach from the world or themfelves. 
For inftance, any man will tell you he 
intends to be drunk this evening, or was 
fo laft night, with as little ceremony or 
fcruple, as he would tell you the time of 
the day. He will let you know he is go- 
ing to a wench, or that he has got a clap, 
with as much indifferency, as he would a 
piece of publick news. He will fwear, 
curfe, or blafpheme, without the leaft paf^ 
lion or provocation. And though all re- 
gard 
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gard for reputation is not quite laid afide 
in the other fex, it is however at fb low 
an ebb, that very few among them feem 
to think virtue and condudl of any ne- 
ceflity for preferving it. If this be not 
fo, how comes it to pals, that women of 
tainted reputations find the fame counte- 
nance and reception in all publick places 
with thofe of the niceft virtue, who pay 
and receive vifits from them without any 
manner of fcruple ; which proceeding, 
as it is not very old among us, fo I take 
it to be of moft pernicious confequence ; 
it looks like a fort of compounding be- 
tween virtue and vice, as if a woman were 
allowed to be vicious, provided Ihe be 
not a profligate ; as if there were a cer- 
tain point, where gallantry ends, andin- 
femy begins ; or that an hundred crimi- 
nal amours were not as pardonable as , 
half a {core. 

Befides thofe corruptions already men- 
tioned, it would be endlefs to enumerate 
luch as arife from the excefs of play or 
gaming: the cheats, the quarrels, the 
paths, and blaiphemies, among the men ; 
gmong the women, the negle(9; of hou- 

fliold 
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{Hold afifairs, the unlimited freedoms, the 
undecent pafHon, and lailly, the known 
inlet to all lewdnels^ when after an ill run 
the perfon muft anfwer the defeds of the 
purje : the rule on luch occafions holding 
true in play, as it does in law ; quod non 
babet in crumena^ fuat in corpora^ 

But all theie are trifles in comparifbn, if 
we Aep into other fcenes, and confider the 
fraud and cozenage of trading men and 
ihop-keepers ; that infatiable gulph of in- 
juftice and oppreflion, the law, the o- 
pen traffick for all civil and miUtary em- 
ployments p wifh it refted there *) with- 
out the leaA. regard to merit or qualifica- 
tions ; the corrupt management of men 
in office ; the many deteftable abufes in 
chufing thofe, who reprefent the people ; 
with the managenientof interefls and fac- 
tions among the reprefentatives : to which 
I muft be bold to add, the ignorance of 
fbme of the lower clergy ; the mean fer- 
vile temper of others ', the pert pragma- 
tical demeanour of feveral young ilagers 
in divinity, upon their firft producing 

* Perhaps the author intended t<?'intimate that U extended 
to ecdefiaflical. 

them^ 
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liiemfeli^s into the world; with many 
pther cirpumflances needled, or rather 
invidious to mention ; which MHng in 
with the corruptions ahcady related, have, 
however unjufttyj almofl rendered the 
whole order contemptible. 

This is a fhort view of the general de- 
pravities among us, without entering in- 
to particulars, which would be an cnd- 
lefs labour. Now, as univerial and deep- 
rooted as thefe appear to be, Iamutter-> 
ly deceived, if an effe<9:ual remedy might 
not be applied to moft of them ; neither 
am I atprefent upon a wild ^eculative 
projed, but fuch a one as may be eaiily 
put in -execution. 

' For, while the prerogative of givingali 
employments continues in the crown, ei- 
ther immediately, or by fubordination, it 
h in the power of the prince to make pie- 
ty and virtue become the falhion of the 
age, if at the fame time he would make 
them necefcy qualifications for fevour 
and pref^ment. 

It is clear from prefent experience, that 
the bare example of the beft prince will 
not have any mighty influence, where the 
' ' age 
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age is very corrupt. For, when was there 
ever a better prince on the, throne than 
the prefent queen ? I do not talk of her 
talent for government, her love of the 
people, or any other quaUties that are 
purely regal j but her piety, charity, temr 
perance, conjugal love, and whatever o- 
ther virtues do beft adorn a private life ; 
wherein, without queftion or flattery, (he 
hath no fuperior : yet neither will it be 
fatire or peevifh invecStive to affirm, that 
infideHty and vice are not much (hminifh- 
ed fince her coming to the crown, nor 
will, in probability, till more efFedual 
remedies be provided. 

Thus human nature ieems to lie under 
the difadvantage, that the example alone 
of a vicious prince will in time corrupt an 
age; but the example of a good one will 
not be fufficient to reform it without fur- 
ther endeavours. Princes muft therefore 
fupply this defedt by a vigorous exercife 
of that authority, which the law has left 
them, by making it every man's intereft 
and honour to cultivate reUgion and vir- 
tue, by rendering vice a difgrace, and the 
certain ruin to preferment or pretenfions: 

aU 
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all which they fliould firft attempt in their 
own courts and families. For inftance, 
might not the queen's domefticks of the 
middle and lower fort be obliged, upon 
penalty of fufpenfion or lofs of their em- 
ployments, to a conftant weekly atten- 
dance on the fervice of the church ; to a 
decent behaviour in it ; to receive the fa- 
crament four times a year ; to avoid 
fwearing and irreligious prophane dif- 
courfes ; and to the appearance at leaft 
of temperance and chaftity? might not 
the care of all this be committed to the 
ftriA inlpedion of proper officers ? might 
not thofe of higher rank and nearer ac- 
cess to her majefly receive her own com- 
mands to the fame purpofe, and be coun- 
tenanced or disfavoured according as they 
obey ? might not the queen lay her in- 
jun<9dons on the bifhops, and other great 
men of undoubted piety, to make diligent 
enquiry, and give her notice, ifanyper- 
fon about her fhould happen to be of 
libertine principles or morals? might 
not all thofe, who enter upon any office 
in her majefty's family, be obliged to 
take an oath parallel with that againft fi- 

mony, 
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mony, which is ddbniniflered to the clef* 
gjr ? it is not to. be doubted^ but that if 
thefe or the like proceedii^s were duljr 
obferved, morality and rehgion would 
foon become ^ihionable court virtues, 
and be taken up as the only methods tx> 
get or keep employments there ; which 
alone would have mighty influence upon 
manyof thenobihty and principal gentry. 
But, if the like methods were purliied 
as far as poffible with regard to thofe, 
who are in the great employments of ftate, 
it is hard to conceive how general a refor- 
mation they might in time produce a- 
mong us. For if piety and virtue were 
once reckoned qualifications neceflTary to 
p^erment, every man thus endowed, 
when put into great ftations, would rea- 
dily imitate the queen's example in the 
diftribution of all offices in his difpofal ; 
elpecially if any apparent tranfgreffion 
through favour or partiaHty would be im- 
puted to him for a mifdemeanor, by 
which he muft certainly forfeit his favour 
and ftation : and there being fuch great 
numbers ihemployment, fcattered through 
every town axul county in this kingdom, 

if 
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if all thefe were exemplary in tne con- 
du<9b of their lives, things would foon 
take a new face, and religion receive a 
mighty encouragement: nor would the 
publick weal be lefs advanced ; fince of 
nine offices in ten that arc ill executed, 
the defeft is not in capacity or imder- 
ftanding, but in common honefty. I know 
no employment, for which piety difqua- 
lifies any man; and if it did, I .dpiibt 
the o^edion would not be very feafona- 
bly offered at prefent : becaufe, it is per- 
haps too juft a refledion, that in the dif-. 
pofal of places, the queftioh whether a 
perlbn he jit for what he is recommended 
to, is generally the laft that is thought on 
or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that fomething 
parallel to the office of cenfors antiently 
in Rome would be of mighty ufe among 
us, and could be eafily limited from run- 
ning into any excxrbitances. The Romans 
underftood Hberty at leaft as well as we^, 
were as jealous of it j and upon every oc- 
cation as bold afiertors. Yet I do not 
renaember to have read any mreat com^ 
plaints of the abufes in tliat office among 

them; 
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them ; but many admirable efFeds of it 
are left upon record. There are ieveral 
pernicious vices frequent and notorious 
among us, that efcape or elude the pu* 
nifhment of any law we have yet invented, 
or have had no law at all againft them ; 
fuchasatheiim, drunkennefs, fraud, ava- 
rice, and feveral others j which by this 
inftitution, wifely regulated, might be 
much reformed. Suppofe, for innance, 
that itinerary commiflioners were appoint- 
ed to iniped every where throughout the 
kingdom into the condud (at leaft) of men 
in ofHce with refped to their morals and 
religion, as well as their abilities ; to re- 
ceive the compl^iints and informations, 
that fhould be offered againit them, and 
make their report here upon oath to the 
court or the miniftry, who fhould reward 
or punifh accordingly. I avoid entering 
into the particulars of this or any other 
fcheme, which coming from a private hand 
might be liable to many defeds, but would 
ibon be digefled by the wifdomof the na- 
tion : and flirely, fix thoufand pounds a 
year would not be ill laid out among as 
many commiflioners duly qualified, who 

in 
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iri difefrdivifions fhouki be peifhtitAly 6h^ 
l%ed>t(> eike their yearly eircmts'forthatf 
p\itpo{t» 

But- rfiifr is- biefide thy ^fenf dfefigh,- 
Whfck was only iky flieW what d^rte 6r- 
teiotm^thw is ih' tH€< power of diequeeri, 
Witiiotit <^ ittte^dfitfoft-of t^ielegiflaftif^,- 
a^ which her ifi^efty iSy Wirfibiic ^ufe^ 
flioA^ oljligckl* iti pott&ience to ehdeaVoitf- 
by heii authctfity, a;«kiiiufe'h aB^^edolh by 

It will be eafily g^atotcd'v thart: the ex-' 
alittple of this* great tloWn' hath- ^ ihi^tjr' 
inmience over 3i* wl^ole kingddrA-; and- 
it is- as- ittattifeft, that the town' is equally 
influenced' by diie emir^,^d the itiiniftry', 
attfcl thofe whb by their crtiplbyniients', or-' 
theit hojjesi depiend tipon- thfeiti; Now, 
if ttttdfer^ foJejicellfeht! sL priticefs, aa thd pi»e-i 
fetit queeh,< We wbuld fiippbfe' a- family 
ftridly' riegtlilated-^ as I have a We pro^' 
pb&d-; a niiiiilfe')^, Whierfe ev^ety finglb^fej<-' 
fell wa* of diftingtiiflied piety; if we- 
(hotildfti^^ofe ajVgitaxoMces^ctfftateand^ 
law filled ate tlic' fame manner, and with 
flich as were equally diligent in chufing' 
p)a:(bns, who in their Several ilibordlnati- 

Vol. III. O on9 
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ons would be obliged to follow the exam- 
ples of their fuperiors, under the penalty 
of lofs of favour and place ; will not every 
bodv grant) that the empire of vice and 
irreugion would be fbon deftroyed in this 
great metropolis, and receive, a terrible 
blow through the whole iiland, which 
hath fo great an intefcourfe with it, and 
fo much afFeds to follow its fafhions ? 

For, if religion were once underftood 
to be the nWeffary ftep to favour and pre- 
ferment, can irbe imagined that any man 
would openly offend againfl it, who had 
the leaft re^d for his reputation or his 
fortune ? there is no quality fo contrary to 
anynaturCj which men cannot affed, and 
put on upon occafxon in order to ferve an . 
intcreft, or gratify a prevailing pafllon. 
The proudeft man will perfonate humili- 
ty, themorofeft learn to flatter, the lazieft 
will be fedulous and adive, where he is 
inpurfijit of what he hath much at heart : 
hoijv ready therefore would moft men be 
to ftep into the paths of virtue and piety, 
if they infallibly led to favour and for- 
tune } 

If 
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< If {wearing and prophanetiefs, fcanda- 
lous and avowed lewdnefs, exceffive ga- 
ming and intemperance, were a little dis- 
countenanced in tne army, I cannot readily 
fee what ill confequences could be appre- 
hended. If gentlemen of that profeflion 
were at leaft obliged to fome external de- 
corum in their condu<9', or even if a> pro- 
fligate life and charader were «iot a means 
of advancement, and the appearance of 
piety a moft infallible hindrance, it is 
impoiUble the corruptions there Ihould 
be fo univerfal and exorbitant. I have 
been aflured by feveral great officers, that 
no troops abroad are fo ill difcipUned as 
the Englijh ; which' cannot well be other- 
wife, while the common foldiers -have' 
perpetually before their eyes the vicious >». 
example of their Readers ; and it is hard- . 
ly poflible for thofe to commit any crime, 
whereof thefe are not infinitely more 
guilty,, and with lefs teniptation. ' •• 
It is commonly charged upon the gen- " 
tlemen of the army, that the beaftfy vice! , 
of drinking to excefs hath been lately from 
their example reftored among us ; which 
for feme years before was almoft dropt in 

O 2 Eng" 
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Enghmd» But,, whoever the ihtn3(iitc£rs 
were,, tlley have fiicceeded. to- ai nsiuajde ;. 
many of th^ y<auBg. nobilit)': and- gentry 
are alceaxiy beeooie great prafieient!^ and: 
are under iio^ manner of concern to hide? 
their talent,, but are got bcyandJ all fenfe 
of. fliamey or fisar of reproach. 

This mi^t fodn be remedied^, if the? 
queen would: think fit to declare^ tihat no« 
ypungiperjfon^of qiiallty whatfoeveij, whcr* 
was notorioufly addidied t© tlwt, <m* any 
crtJier vicci. fhould' be capable; of Her &«► 
Mpur, or even adhiittedintQ her prefenee ;; 
with pofitive, command tD^hecmihiftcrsi, 
a«d= otlKre in. great office, to treat them. 
itt. the fame manner.;: after whiehi. alk 
men: whoihad any regard for their repu'- 
taJjioni or, any prolpedb of preferment^ 
would avoid their commerce; TThis^ woulii 
quickly make that vice fo fGandalou8v.that; 
thofe who could not fubdiie^ w<»ild. at. 
leaft endeavour to diigpife it. 

By the like ixD^hods a; ftc^ mi^t be 
put to that riiinouB pradice of decp^ 
gaming; andthereafonwhyitpr^!i^ilsia- 
much,is,, beeaufei a txtatmentdireBfyop*- 
/^/ip in (3veiy pointismadeufeof to;pro<^ 

mote 
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iot^ it ; hy which ^neans thfe lajws eastSb-' 
cd agaifift this aibufe are w^holiy dteided. 

It -cannfot^ denied, that ^^c wanfof 
Ikid di!feip}ine in the uoiverfitsieB hall!k 
been t*f p^^cious co^<|uence to the 
ynawtii of ^s nation, who are there ^ImdS: 
feft eatirdy 'to tfeeir ovm TOanagemfeHtj 
^cmlly didk among ^em «f feeCGet 
■quality-and fortune ; who, becaufc they 
tffc fiot undo* a neeeffity of making learn- 
ing tjicir.toaiirtenance, are €afily aMdWed 
to pafs their time and take their degrees 
•wJtJi U^le or 'no wnprovcment : -Aan 
-whack there cannot wett be a greater afe- 
Iwdity . Fdr, if no advancement of know- 
ledge JcaMf*he had from thofe pkces, 'Ae 
trnie thfere %ent is at beft utterly loft, he^ 
oaufe 'every ornamental part of ediicatioft 
%s 45etter taaght -elfewhere : and, . as for 
iceeping yoi*6hs <Mit of harm'^ way, I 
'^kyvk/tf -where, fo many of thttt are got 
together, at f«ll liberty of doin^>Wh?tt 
they pleafe, it will not anfwer'the end. 
Bat, whatever abufes, oorrtiptions, or 
-<feviations fromjftatutes hare 'creptirito the 
univerfities through negleA, or length 
of time, they might in a great degree 

O 3 be 
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be reformed by ilrjdJ; injijui^oiis ircm\ 
court (upon each particular) to the vifitors 
and h^ds qF hpuies ; beiide^ the peculiar 
authority the queen may have in ieveral 
colleges, whereof her predeceilors were 
the founders. And anjong other regula- 
tions, it would be very convenient tp 
prevent the excefs of drinking, with that 
$;urvy cuftom among the lads, and parent 
of the former vice, the taking of tobacco, 
where it i§ not abiblutely necefcy in point 
of health. 

From the univerfities thf, young nobi» 
lity, and others of great fortunes, are fent 
for early up to town, for fear of cpntraft^- 
ing fmy airs of psedantry byaQ(^ege edu»» 
cation* Many of the younger gentry rcr 
tire to the inns of court, where they ar^ 
wholly left, to their own difcretjon, And 
the consequence; of this remifnefs in edu- 
cation appears by pbferving, that nine ip 
ten of thofe, who rife in, the church or the 
court, tl^e law or the army, are ypungca: 
brothers, or new men, whofe narrow fpr- 
tunes have forced them upon induftry an^ 
application. 

■ As 
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As for the inns of coiirt, unlefs wc 
luppofe them to be much degeneratedj 
they muft needs be the wOrft inftituted 
{eminaries in any chriftian country ; >but 
whether they may be ccMxeded without 
interpofition of the l^;iilatuiie, I have not 
ikill enough to determine. However, it 
is certain, that all wife nations have agreed 
in the neceflity of a ftii<ft education, which 
condfted, among other things, in the ob> 
fervance of moral duties, efpedally juftice^ 
temperance, and chaflity,- as well as the 
knowledge of arts, and oodily exercifes : 
but all thefe among us are laughed out 
ofdoOTs. 

. -Without' the leaft intehtion to o£Eend 
the clergy, I cannot but think, that 
through a mifUken notion and pradioe, 
they prevent themfelves from doing much 
fervice, which otherwife might lie in 
their power, to religion and virtue : I 
mean,, by affecting. fo much to converfe 
with each other, and caring fo little to 
mingle with the laity. They have their 
particular clubs, and particular coffee- 
houfes, where they generally appear in 
clu^ers : a fingle divine dares hardly 
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gendbneo.; or if lieJia^«i3{tf>£ilUjat» 
fiichiCompaiiT^ heisfikataffidfiifpiciQUSi 
in xxptmual apfttelifa3£o& d^ d&ime ipevt 
man iof pleafiue ihcadd bceaJiL an vnman^ 
nctl^r jfill, , Aod xendo: ihim ndicMkais* 
tScfv I takie this rbebayoour d£ tthe jdei^ 
to lie jufl: as iceafonable, its if i^e ^fh||a(L 
dans 'UiQuld ^agiee to tipend ikai tiaii: io 
^iikingone another, or their ievecaliafMe 
liiecaries, and leaye .their {}ati£nts to raoft 
£oc tkemicd^ees. In sxxy ikumlsk jopnion; 
the dex^^s l>u£aefs ^es .endcd^ among 
the laity i neither ^ tbece, |ierhaf)s, a 
more enedual way to forward the ^Am^ 
^ba. .of men*s ibtuis, thasi for fpii^al 
perfon^ to make themfekes a^ jagneeaiale 
9s tiiey f^n. in dae GQniseir&liicns ^f du 
world ^ for which a kanned^ ioduqatiiin 
gives them great advantage, if ithey woiM 
plea£b to improve aod apply it. it ib 
cappens, that the ftae?f of p&afuney sdio 
never go to jchuich, nqr uie themfeiKec 
to read books of devotion, fonn their 
ideas of the clergy from a i&nr ^oos fbor 
len they often oBferve in idie iibects, m 
leaking out of &me pedba<)f.(]m]k^s 

houfe. 
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ksaife, Qifkexs ike^r laie hked by Ac hd^ 
^ -tGa ^niUin^ .a naofkh ^ w(iik Jtboie jof 
bsttierfiguneiuid pacts do fq^snii appear lo 
pQcre^l thefe -nations. Aipd let icane xea» 
fiiDersthiQk iviiat die^ pleafe, itostoeitain 
tjhkt jnmjxuift l)e.Wai^itto£ftepcn ami 
ifu^e die idecg}^^ before they^caa ^eiper* 
fuadad to he in knee vwdth rdi^on. No 
man values the jbeft medicine, if ad^** 
niftered by a phylician, whofe -perfon hi 
jiates £0- ddjafes. if tiiie jderg^ were as 
&P!smT^ to ippear in all coaipanks, .as 
other (geioddcpaen, and vaxid & ihtie fto- 
4i^ the arts of cosiLver&tion t® make dmesw 
iehoBS agceed^kj th^y mi^xt be wdcotne 
to enay par^, where ^eve «ras the ]psA 
FGg^4 ^ poUtieae^ or ^cod ^ka£s ; aad 
coao^cpeixtly jp^veout a idiou^d o^icioiU 
^ pnophan^ <hfGo\if&s, as uaeil as a<Stions| 
neffltherwmildsnQn of uaderflandinsjcoin- 
plain, tfiat a clergyneiaii ^vas-a ooafb^nt 
upon due company, beoaufe they xxMidd 
aot ipeak bla^hetny 4>r obicene jeiU be» 
£»eliffaiu While thepedple as« io jeaiom 
df ^ joievr^s ansbition, as «e 4i!)li£r aU 
thoughts of the return of ecclefiaftick 
difcipUnc among them, 1 do not fee any 
. - pther 
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Other method left for men of that func- 
tion to take, in order to reform the world, 
than by u^g all honeft arts to make 
tliemfelves.acceptable to the laity. This, 
no doubt, is part of that wifdom of the 
ferpent, which the author of chriftiahity 
diredts, and is the very method ufed by 
St.. Pauly who became all things to all 
men, to the yews a Jew, and a Greek to 
the Greeks, 

How to remedy thele inconveniencics, 
may be a matter of fome diiEculty ; fince 
the clergy feem to be of an opinion, that 
this humour of fequeftring themfelves is 
a part of their duty ; nay, as I remem- 
ber, they have been told fo by fome of 
their biihops in their paftoral letters, par-, 
ticularly hy f one among them of great 
merit and diftindion, who yet, in his 
own pradice, hath all his life-time taken 
a courfe diredly ccMitrary. But I am de- 
ceived) if an aukward fhame, and fear 
of ill ulage from the laity, have not a 
greater Qm^ in this miftaken condud, 
than their own inclinations : however, if 

t Suppofed to be Or, Butpet i^bof of S^Uibtmr, 
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the pjjtAyarcJ profeffion of relig^n and 
virtue we^e on<;e.in pra&ice and counte- 
)iance at court, as well as among all men 
in o^ce, or who have any hppes or de^ 
pendan^e for preferment, a good treat* 
ment of the clergy would be the necefla-r 
ly (^onfequence of fuch a reformiation ; 
and they would foon be wife enough to 
fee their own duty and intereft in qualiT 
fying themfelves - for lay-converfation, 
when once they were out of fear of be- 
ing choaked. by ribaldry or prophaneneis. 
There is one further circumftance upon 
this occafion, which I know not whether 
it will be very orthodox to mention : the 
clergy, are the only fett of men among us, 
who cpnflantly wear adiflind habit &om 
others : the confequence of which (not 
In re^f9li bpt infa^) is this, that as long 
^ any i$;an4^1puis perions appear in that 
4refs, it will continue in fome degree a 
general .ms^-k of contempt. Whoever 
happens (o fee ^fcoundreiindgcwny reel- 
ing home at midnight (a fight ndther 
frequent nor miraculous) is apt to enter- 
tain an ill idea of the whole order, and 
at the f§me time to be extremely cpm- 

forted 
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fbrfied ill hk own vk^s. Somt ^eme^y 
might he fat to >iiu^, 4f >^h<Gffe ^rag^Bg 
gentlemjsja, who come up to town to j^ 
tieirfortwmy wereHmly dilCmiSkS. 'to^Jae 
W^Ivtdk^y where dieFe is workenoo^^ 
aad ^ere ibme better ^rovifien {houM 
be«nade for theanj tha^ I <k>ubt titere i% 
at prefent. Or, what if no perfen -were 
allowed to wiedr the 'habit, who had net 
fome prd^itient m the chmdk, m at 
)e^ ^tn^ •tempoi'al fortune iwfficient to 
keep him. out c£ Gootempt ? thou^, m. 
my o{«nion, it -were inlraHtely better, if 
ail the clepgy {esecept itc biSi^) were 
po-mitted to appcftr lik^otj>er'men<ef the 
graj^er fort, unlefs at ^oJe feafoiis wheal 
thejr are -doing the biifincfs <tf tJttfkc :fono- 
tion. 

Therfe is one abufeia this town, whicli 
wonder^illy oonttf^mtes t!o the promotion 
of vice ; that iuoh men ai« often put intd 
the €(Hiimif]ion of the peace, whofe in- 
tereft it is, that virt»e ihouW be utterly 
b2Bu(hed from amiof^ <bs j w^O maihtain, 
oratieaftcnrichtjiemiyves by encourag- 
ing the ^ofl^ iftuhorafeies • to whcwi 
all the bawds <tf the ««rwf pay -contribu- 
tion 
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tiott for fhelter and protadtinn hasoi the 
law5« Thus th(^£s worob^r magiftratcs,. ki^ 
dead o£ lefiening enoimities, are the. oc*^ 
caiion oEjuft twice as much (inbaioGbct^ 
a& there would be without theiru- Pot^^ 
thole inkmous women are: fbnced' upom 
doubling their wodc aaxi ktkaCttyy nst 
anfwer dbuble chargss, of paying the ju^ • 
tice, and fuppocting dxan&litesL. luke: 
thieres whot efcape. dKe gallows, and ave* 
Tet out to fteal in: order to^ difehacge th«- 
gaoler's fees* 

II 18: not f o be queftbned^. btst the 
queen and miniilry might cuSAj^ «*<iMiik 
this abominable gricsrancej by enferging^ 
the number of julHces of. the peace, b5^ 
endeavouring to chufe. nren.oiB virtuous;' 
poinoipl6s,.by admitting none who ha\»ia'' 
not confideraWe: fortunes ;: peiiaps^ by^ 
receiving into* the mimbeufbme. of the- 
nioft emineat cler^. :: dienv bf foucing- 
allot thcmj upon. fevere penalties^ tx> a^- 
when there isvoccafionr, andj natpormitt- ' 
ting any who- are- offered^ tb remie- thsr.' 
commiuion ; but* in thcfe two M oafes,. 
which", arc very material, L doubts thefet! 
will bft. need' cf. the legiilature; ' 

The 
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; The reformation of the ftage is entire- 
ly in the power of the queen ; and in the 
confcquences .it hath upon the minds of 
younger people, doth very well deferve 
the ifa-iaeft care. Bcfides . the undecent 
and prophanc paflkges ; befid^s the per- 
petual ,^mii% into ridiculethe very func- 
tion of Ac.priefthood, with other irregu- 
Urities, in moft modem comedies, whjch 
. h^ve been often objeacd to them ; it is 
worth obfervingthediftributive juftice of 
the authors, which is conftantly applied 
tothepimifhment of virtue,' and the le- 
wardof «iis«, dlredily oppofite to the 
niks of their beft criticks, as well as to 
thq praaice of dramatic p^ts m all other 
agcs^and countries. For example, a coun- 
try fquire; who is reprefented with no 
other vice butthat of being a clown, and 
mnng the provincial accent upon his 
tongue, which is neither a fault, nor in 
^ power to remedy, muft be condemn- 
ed tojnarry a caft wench, or a cracked 
chaml^aid. On die other fide, a rake- 
h^l of the town, whdfe charader is fet 
<^ with no odier accomphfhment but 
exceffive prodigality, prophanenefs, in- 
temperance, 
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temperance, and luft, is rewarded witli a 
lady of great fortune to repair his own, 
which his vices had almoft ruined. And, 
as in a tragedy the hero is reprefented to 
have obtained many vidories, in order to 
raife his charader in the minds of the 
fpedators ; fo the' hero of a comedy is 
reprefented to have been vidorioiis in all 
his intrigues for the fame reafon. I do 
J, not remember, that our Englijb poets e- 
ver fuffered a criminal amour to Succeed 
upon the ftage, till the reign of king 
Charles the fecond. Ever fince that time, 
the alderman is made a cuckold, the de- 
luded virgin is debauched, and adultery 
and fornication are fuppdfed to.be t^^^ 
mitted behind tkc fvcncs, as part of the 
a<5tion. Thefe and many more corrupti- 
ons of the theatre, peculiar to our age 
and nation, need continue no longer, than 
while the court is content to connive at 
ornegle<3: them. Surely apeniion would 
not be ill employed on fome men of wit, 
learning and virtue, who might have 
power to jftrike out every offenfive or un- 
becoming paffage from plays already writ- 
ten, as well as, thofe that may be offered 

to 
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other wife i^pktioisS) the^tli^tns mighft- 
become x. vety itasoctxit^d ufefli^dW^f-^' 
fiimv iaxftesui of being ^ fcaxidal audi te^ 
proacb ta our ceiigtc^n afiii ed^^v 

T&s pn^iofehi 1 have- H^i^t<(!0 n^e |^ 
^ advanaemaatrof teUgh^ andt^ mo^-^' 
tjfy aicrfijck as come within reach of dlft^ 
adkniniABatioii ;^ fucl^ ^ si ]^&ts ^iif^ 
prkassy vnxk a^Asddy tdbm^&t^y itii^> 
iooii bnaig m ^<%; Me4th^sdi£^ I la^^ 




betJ^oiHghty that: the ifUikiiig r^l^^tm^ ^> 
|]ec^Qi^^^oin<3^>^ a^d^faiit^ migh«- 

tUfy believe: if wouH; Bw i^c««e in *w<4i^ 
t)^ fliotild be- bitought? g^& tb tAie pia^/ 
Isr diijJ OK tshe^ like ineAod^. and^ thV <^ 
thsB iiiflBCB«i beottljthypoGritfesi ditecad^ 
vaatage^wttildMlbe great; Bfefidfes, 1^ 
pocwiy it: mufeh mom ^^bkthm&p^A^ 
infidelity afid vice ; it weafis the lit«^ oR 
rdigioff;; ic acknowledges her afudibi^^;' 
and: isi csutions of giving- fe^dail NaV^,- *- 
loflgobntimiedPdifguifeis t&oigj^at?aioe*r-^ 
ftkint upon, human- i^Uft,' eiJ^^y m^ 

Englijh 
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Englijh difpofition : men would leave off 
their vices out of mere wearinefs, rather 
than undergo the toil and hazard, and 
perhaps the expence, of pradifing them 
perpetually in private. And I believe it 
is dften with religion a^ it is with love ; 
which, by much dilTembling, at laft grows 
real. 

All other projeds to this great end have 
'-|n*oved hitherto ineffeAual. Laws againft 
immorality have not been executed, and 
proclamations occafionally iiTued out to 
inforce them are wholly unregarded, as 
things of form. Religious focietics, though 
begun with excellent intention, and by 
perfons of true piety, are faid, 1 know 
not whether truly or no, to have dwin- 
dled into fa<9:ious clubs, and grow^n a 
trade to enrich little knavifli informers of 
the meaneft rank, fuch as common con- 
ftables, and broken fliopkeepers. 

And that fomeeffediial attempt fhould 
be made towards fuch a reformation, is 
perhaps more neceflary than people com- 
monly apprehend ; becaufe the ruin of a 
ft ate is generally preceded by an univer- 
ial degeneracy of manners, and contempt 
Vol. III. P of 
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of religion ; which is entirely our csle ^ 
prefent. 

Diis U mnorem quodgeris, imperar, Hor* 

Neither i« this a matter to be defer- 
red, till a more convenient time of pfeac? 
and leifure : a reformation in mens faith 
and morals is the befl natural, as well as 
religious means to bring the war to a 
good conclusion. Becaufe, ifmenintnift 
performed their duty for confcience feke, 
affairs would not fuffer through fraud, 
^{hood> and neglcft, as they now per- 
petually do. And if they believed a God, 
and his providence, and aded according- 
ly, they might reafon^ly hope for & 
divine afliftance in fb jufl a caufe as oursw 

Nor could the majefly of the Englijb 
crown appear, upon any occafion, in a 
greater luftre either to foreigners or fiib- 
JB<9s, than by an adminiftration, which 
producing fuch great efFefts, would dis- 
cover fo much power. And power being 
tlie natural appetite of princes, a limited 
monarch cannot fo well gratify it in any 
thing, as a ibid execution of the laws. 

Befidcs» 
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Beiides ; all parties would be obliged 
to clofe with &> good a work as this, for 
their own reputation : neither is any ex- 
pedient more likely to unite them. For 
the moft violent party-men, I have ever 
obiervod, are fuch, as in the condud of 
their lives have difcovered leafl ienfe of 
religion or morality ; and when all fuch 
are laid afide, at leaft thole among them 
as ihall be found incorrigible, it vnll be 
a matter perhaps of no great diiHculty to 
reconcile the reft. 

The many corruptions at prefent in e- 
very branch of bufinefs are sQmofl incon- 
ceivable. I have heard it computed by fkil- 
ful perfbns, that of fix millions raifed e- 
very year for the fcrvice of the publick, 
one tnird, at leaft, is funk and intercept- 
ed through the feveral clafTes and fubor- 
dinations of artful men in office, before 
the remainder is applied to the proper 
ufe. This is an accidental ill effed of 
our freedom. And while fuch men are in 
trufl, who have no check from within, 
nor any views but towards their intereft, 
there is no other fence againfl them, but 
the certainty of being hanged upon the 

P 2 firfl 



Digi 



tized by Google 



206 A PROJECT FOR THE 

firft difcovery, by the arbitrary will of art 
unlimited monarch, or his vizier. Among 
lis the only danger to be apprehended is 
the lofs of an employment; and that 
danger is to be eluded a thoufand ways, 
Befides, when fraud is great, it furnifties 
weapons to defend itfelf ; and at worft, 
if the crimes be fo flagrant, that a man 
is laid afide out of perfed Ihame, (which 
rarely happens) he retires loaded with 
the fpoils of the nation ; et fruitur diif 
iratis. I could name a commiflion, wherq 
feveral perfons, out crfa falary of five hun- 
dred pounds,, without other vifible reve- 
nues, have always lived at the rate of two 
thoufand, and laid out forty or fifty thou- 
iand upon purchales of land or annuities. 
An hundred other injftances of the fame 
kind might eafily be produced. What re- 
medy therefore can be found againft fuch 
grievances ir> a conftitution like ours, but 
to bring religion into countenance, and 
' encourage thofe, who from the hope of 
future reward, and dread of future pu- 
nilliment, will be moved to ad: with 
juftice and integrity ? 

This is not to be a;ccompli(hed any o- 

ther 



Digi 



tized by Google 



ADVANCEMENT OF RELIGION. 201 

ther way, than by introducing religion as 
much as poffible to be the turn and faflii- 
on of the age; which only lies in the 
power of the adminiftration, the prince 
with utmoft ftriftncfs regulating the court, 
the miniftry, and other perfons in great 
employment ; and thefe by their exam- 
ple and authority reforming all who hav6 
dependance on them. 

It is certain, that a reformation fuc- 
cefsfully carried on in this great town 
would in time fpread itfelf over the whole 
kingdorii ; fince moft of the confiderable 
youth pafs here that feafon of their lives, 
wherein' the ftrongeft impreflions are 
made, in order to improve their educati- 
on-, or advance thfeir fortune 3 and thofe 
among them, who return into their feve-\ 
fal countries, are fure to be followed and 
imljate^ as the greateft patterns of wit and 
good breeding. 

And if things were once in this train, 
that is, if virtue and religion were efta- 
bfiflted as the neceffary titles to reputati- 
on and preferment ; and if vice and infi- 
delity were not only toaden with infamy, 
but mad€ the infallible ruin of all mens 
P 3 preten- 
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pretenfions ; our duty, by becoming our 
intereft, would take root in our natures, 
and mix with the very genius of our peo^ 
pie ; fo that it would not be eafy for the 
example of one wicked prince to bring 
us back to our former corruptions. 

I have confined myfelf (as it is before 
obferved) to thofe methods for the ad- 
vancement of piety, which are in the 
power of a prince, limited like ours, by a 
ftrid execution of the laws aheady in 
force. And this is enough for a projed, 
that comes without any name or recom- 
mendation ; I doubt, a great deal more, 
than will be fiiddenly reduced into prac' 
tice. Though if any dilpofition fhould 
appear towards fo good a work, it is cer- 
tain, that the afllftance of the legiflative 
power would be neceflary to make it more 
complete. I will inftance only a few par*- 
ticulars. 

In order to reform the vices of this 
town, which, as we have faid, hath fo 
mighty an influence on the whole king- 
dom, it would be very inflxumental to 
have a law made, that all taverns and ale- 
houfes fhould be obliged to difmifs their 

com- 
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company by twelve at night, and fliut up 
their doors ; and that no woman fhould 
be luiFered to enter any tavern or ale- 
houfe upon any pretence whatioever. It 
is eafy to conceive, what a number of ill 
coni^uences fuch a law would prevent ; 
the mifchiefs of quarrels, and lewdnefs,^ 
and thefts, and midnight brawls, the dif- 
eafcs of intemperance and venery, and a 
thousand other evils needlefs to mention. 
Nor would it be amifs, if the mailers of 
thofe publick-haufes were obliged, upon 
the fevereft penalties, to give only a propor- 
oncd quantity of drink to every company ; 
and when he found his guefts difbrdered 
vritk exce&f to refufe them any more. 

I believe there is hardly a nation in 
•Chriftendomy where all kind of fraud is 
pradifed in fb unmea^able a degree as 
with u«. The lawyer^ the tradefman, 
the mechanick, have found fb many arts 
to deceive in their feveral callings, that 
they hi outgrow the common prudence 
of mankind, which is in no fort able to 
fence againfl them. Neither could the 
legiflature in any thing more confult the 
^ublick good, than by providing fome 

P 4 SkSaxsl 
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effedual remedy againfl this evil, which 
in feveral cafes deferves greater punifti- 
ment, than many crimes that are capital 
among us. The vintner, who by mixing 
poifon with his wines deftroys more lives 
than any maHgnant difeafe ; the lawyer, 
whoperfuades you to a purchafe, which 
he knows is mortgaged for more than the 
worth, to the ruin of you and your fami- 
ly ; the banker or fcrivener, who takes all 
your fortune to difpofe of, when he has 
before-hand refolved to break the foUow- 
ing day, do furely deferve the gallows 
much better than the wretch, who is car* 
ried there for ftealing a horfe. 

It cannot eafily be anfwcred to God or 
man, why a law is not made for limiting 
the prefs; at leaft fo far as to prevent 
the publifhing of fuch pernicious books, 
as under pretence oi free-thinking endea- 
vour to overthrow thofe tenets in religion, 
which have been held inviolalle almoft in 
all ages by every fed, that pretend to b€ 
chriftian, and cannot therefore with any 
colour of reafon be called points in contro^ 
verjy, or matters of/peculation, as fom« 
would pretend. The do<arine of the tri- 

nitjfy 
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nii^ ^e dmmtp of ChriJI, Htktimtmrta^ 
Hty ef tbefiul, and even the truth of all 
revilationy are daily exploded and denied 
in books openly printed y though it is to 
be fuppofed, neither party -f avow fuch 
principles) or own the fupporting of them 
to be any way necefiary to their fervicc. 

It would be endlcfs to fet down every 
corruption or defed^ which requires a 
remedy from the legiflative power, Se^ 
nates are Uke to have little r^ard for any 
propoi^ds, that come from wkhout doors ; 
though, under a due fenfe of my owa 
inabilities^ i am fully convinced that the 
unbiafTed thoughts of an honeft and wife 
nan, employed on the good of his( coun- 
try, may be better digeftec^ than the re- 
lults of a multitude, whore fadkm and 
imereft too often prev^l > as a finale guide 
niay direift the way better than nve hun- 
dred who have contrary vmvs, of kefk a^ 
fipiinty or fisut their eyes. 

I ftiaU therefore mention but one mor^ 
particular, which I think the parliament 
ought to take under conflderation 5 whe-. 

t Neither whig nortDiy. 

thcr 
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ther it be not a fhatne to our country, and 
a fcandal to chriftianity, that in many 
towns, where there is a prodigious increafe 
in the number of hou&s and inhabitants, 
Iblittle care fhould be taken for the build- 
ing of churches, that five parts in fix of 
the people are abfolutely hindered firom 
hearing divine fervice ? particularly here 
in London *, where a fingle miniiler, with 
one or two forry curates, hath the care 
£>metimes of above twenty thoufand fouls 
incumbent on him. A ne^le<5t of reli- 
gion fb ignominious, in my opinion, that 
it can hardly be equalled in any civilized 
age or country. 

But, to leave l^fe airy imaginations 
c^ introducing new laws for die amend- 
ment of mankind ; what I principally in- 
fift on, is a . due execution of the old, 
which lies wholly in the crown, and in 
the authority derived fi-om thence : I re- 
turn therefore to my former a/]^tion, 
that, if iWtions of power, truft, profit, 

* T^is pazagrapb is known Oxfordti miniftiy to procure a 

to liave given die firft hint to fund for building 50 new 

certain biibopt, particularlyto churches in Lmdm. 
hSbnyp Atttrimy, in the earl of 

and 
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and honour, were conflantly made the 
rewards of virtue and piety, flich an ad- 
miniftration muft needs have a mighty in- 
fluence on the faith and morals of the 
whole kingdom : and men of great abili- 
ties would then endeavour to excel in the 
duties of a reHgious life, in order to qua- 
lify themfelves for publick farvice. I may 
poflibly be wrong in ibme of the means I 
prefcribe towards this end : but that is no 
material objedlion againft the defign it- 
felf. Let thofe, who are at the helm, con- 
trive it better, which perhaps they may 
caiily do. Every body will agree, that 
the difeafe is manifeil, as well as danger- 
ous; that fome remedy is neceflary, and 
that none yet applied hath been effec- 
tual ; which is a fiifficient excufe for any 
man, who wiihes well to his country, to 
offer his thoughts, when he can have no 
other end in view but the publick good. 
The prefent queen is a princels of as many 
and great virtues as ever filled a throne : 
how would it brighten her charader to the 
prefent and after ages, if ihe would exert 
her utmoft authority to inftil fome fliare 
of thofe virtues into her people, which 

they 
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Aejr are too degenerate tokarn only frorti 
her example ? and, be it i^ke with all 
Ae veneration poffible for ib- excellent a 
Sovereign, her beft endeavours in thia 
weighty affair are a moft important part 
of her doty, as well as of her intereft, and 
her honour 

Bat it mtuft be confcffed, that as things 
arc now, every man thinks he has hid in 
a Sufficient ftoek of nierit, and may pre- 
tend tO" any employment, provided he 
hath been loud and frequent in declaring 
hjmfelf hearty for the government. It is 
true, he is a mm of fleafurt^ 2sA2i free- 
thinker^ that is-, in other word*, he is 
profligate ift his morals, and a defpifer of 
rdigion ; but m point of party, he is one 
to be CGnfiM in; he is an aScrtor of B- 
berty and property; he rattles it out a- 
^ivS. popery and arbitrary power, and 
prieficraft mi<& high-chttrch. It;' is- enough r 
he 18 a perfon ftrfly qualified ^ any em^ 
plcyment in the court or the navy, the taw 
or the revenue ; tvh^'e he will be fore to 
leave no arts untried of bribery, fraud, in- 
juftiecj oppreffion, that he can pra6*ife 
with any hope of impunity. No wonder 

fuch 
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ilsch men are true to a government, where 
liberty runs high, where property, hew* 
ever attained^ is io well fecured, and 
where the admlniAration is at lead fo 
gentle : it is impoiEble they could chufe 
any other confticution, without changmg 
to their lofs. 

Fidelity to a preTent eflabliihment is 
indeed the principal means to defend it 
from a foreign enemy, but without other 
qualifications will not prevent corrupti- 
ons froni within, and fkates are more of- 
ten ruined by thefe than the other. 

To conclude : whether the propolals 
I have offered towards a reformation, be 
fuch as axe mod prudent and convenient, 
may probably be a queftion ; but it is 
none at all, whether fome reformation be 
abfolutely neceflary ; becaufe the nature 
of things is fuch, that if abufes be not re- 
medied, they will certainly increafe, nor 
ever flop till they end in the fubverfion 
of a comtnonwealth. As there mufl al- 
ways of neceflity be fome corruptions, fo 
in a well-inflituted flate the executive 
power will be always contending againft 
them^ by reducing things (as Machiavel 

fpcaks) 
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{peaks) to their firfi principles^ never let* 
ting al>ures grow inveterate, or multiply 
{o far that it will be hard to find remedies, 
and perhaps impoffible to apply them. 
As he, that would keep his houfe in re- 
pair, mufl attend every little breach or 
flaw, and fiipply it immediately, elfe time 
alone will bring all to ruin ; how much 
more the common accidents of florms and 
rain ? he muft Uve in perpetual danger 
of his houfe falling about his ears ; and 
will find it cheaper to throw it quite down, 
and build it again from the ground, per- 
haps upon a new foundation, or at lead 
in a new form, which may neither be fo 
iafe nor fb convenient as the old. 
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A LETTER 

FRO M A 

Member of the Houfe of Commons in Lrekni^ 

T o A 
, Member of the Houfe of Commons in BatgUnd^ 

CONCERNINO TRR 

SACRAMENTAL TEST. 

Written in the Year 1708 ♦. 

SIR, 
T Received your letter, wherein you tell 
^ me of the ftrange reprefentations made 
of us on your fide of the water. The in- 
fiance you are pkafed to mention is that 
of the prejbyterian mijponary^ who, ac- 
cording to your phrafe, hath been lately 
perfecuted at Drogheda for his religion : 

* This traA was reprinteil to deflroy its authenticity: that 

in Ireland in I735» when the which in the firft paragraph i» 

attemptto repeal thefacramen- called the foUovuing treatifi i» 

tal teft was revived* There afterwards faid to be an ror-i 

was an explanatory advertife- traSf of a dijcourfe^ and it is 

ment prefixed, which is faid immediately added, that this 

bv lord Orrery to have been extract is the wbaiU^ except 

minted, or ftridly revifed, by fome paflages of no Confe- 

the Dean himfelt : but there quence: thefe are included in 

are inaccuracies in it, which a parenthefis. 



may well be thought fufficient 



but 
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but it is eafy to obferve, how mighty in- 
duftrious fome people have been for three 
or four years paft, to hand about ftinies of 
the hardfliips, the merits, the number, 
and the power of the prejbyterians in 
Ireland^ to raife formidable ideas of the 
dangers oi popery there, and to tranfinit 
all for England^ improved by great addi- 
tions, ana with fpecial care to have them 
inferted with comments in thofe infamous 
weekly papers, that infeft your cojffee- 
houfes. So, when the claufe enafting a 
facramental teji was put in execution, k 
was given out in England, that half the 
juftices of peace through this kingdom 
had laid down their commiiHons ': where- 
as, upon examination, the whole num- 
ber was foimd to amount only to a dozen 
or thirteen, and thofe generally of the 
loweftrate in fortune and underftanding, 
and fome oi them fliperannuated. So, 
when the earl oi Pembroke was in Ireland^ 
and the parliament fitting, a formal flcwy 
was very gravely carried to his excellency 
by fome zealous members, of a prieft 
newly arrived from abroad to the north- 
weft parts of Ireland, who had publickly 

preached 
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preached to his people to fall a murtheiv 
ing the proteftants ; which, though in- 
vented to ferve an end they were then up- 
on, and are ftill driving at, was prefendy 
handed over, and printed with fhrewd 
remarks by your worthy fcribblers. In like 
manner the account of that perfon, who 
was lately expelled ouf univerfity fcr re- 
fleding on the memory of king Williapt\ 
what a duft it raifed, and how foully it 
was related, is fre/h enough in memory. 
Neitlier would people be convinced till 
the univerfity was at the pains of publi/h- 
ing a Latin paper to juftify themfelves. 
And, to mention no more, this ftory of 
the perfecution at Drogheda^ how it hath 
been Ipread and aggravated, what confe- 
quences have been drawn from it, and what 
reproaches fixed on thofe who have leaft 
defervcd them, we are already informed. 
Now if the end of all this proceeding were 
a fecret and myftery, I fhould not pre- 
tend to give it an interpretation ; but luf- 
ficient care hath been taken to explain it, 
firji^ by addreffes artificially (if not ille- 
gally) procured, to fhew the miferable 
ftate of the dijfenters in Ireland by reafpn 
Vou III. CL of 
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of ^ facramental tefi^ and to defire the 
qucen*8 interceflion, that it might "be re- 
pealed. Then-, it is manifeft, that * cue 
fpeaker^ when he was laft year in Eng- 
land^ follicited in peribn feveral membo's 
of both houfe& to have it repealed by an 
a«9: there; though it be a matter purely 
national, tl^t cannot pofUbly interfere 
with the trade and intereftof £»^A»/«/; 
and though he himfelf appeared formerly 
the moft zealous of all men againft the 
injuilice of binding a nation by laws, to 
which they do not confent. And lafily^ 
thofe weekly libellers, whenever they get 
a tale by the ^d relatkig to Irehndf with- 
out once troul^g their thoughts- about 
the truth, always end it with wa appHca- 
tion z.^m9ithefacramental teftj and the 
abfolute neceffity there is of repealing it 
in both kingdoHMTr I know it may be 
reckoned a weaknefs to ^y any thing of 
Aich trifles, as are below a ferioiis man*& 
notice ; much lefs would I diipan^ the 
underftanding of any party, to think th^ 
would chufe the vileft ami moft ignorantr 

* Mr. AtUn Brtdtrid, aftcrwaRb chancellor ot Inland^ mi 
VxAMMttm. 

. amon^ 
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among mankind, to employ them for the 
aflertorsof a caufe. I (hall only fayj that 
the fcandalous liberty thofe wretches 
take, would hardly be allowed, if it were 
noit mingled with opinions thatjome mm 
would be glad to advance. Befides, how 
infipid fbever thofe papers are, they leem 
to be levelled to the underftandings of a 
great number ; they are grovm a necef- 
iary part in coffee-houfe furniture, and[ 
fome time or other may happen to be read 
by cuftomers of all ranks for curiofity and 
amufement, becaufe they lie always in 
the way. One of thefe authors (the fel- 
low xiasX-wzs pilloried^ I have * forgot his 
name) is indeed fo grave, fententious, dog- 
maticala rogue, that there is no enduring 
him ; the f objervator is much the brifker of 
the two, and I think farther gone of late in 
lyes and impudence than his pre/by terian 
brother. [The reafon why I mention him, 

• The fellow that was pil- and carries all the marks of 

bried, was Daniel Defee^ whofe ridicule, indigjnation, and con- 

toatit SttAfi well knew and re- tempt. Orrbry. 
i^embered, but the circuni- He was pilloried for a traft 

ftxncie of the pillory was to be called Thejhiriefi toay witb tH. 

introduced, and the manner of £ffenttrs. 
introducing it Ihews great art f Mr* Jehn Ttfkhin. 
ia the xa^Sk toUthei of iatlre, 

Q.3 is 
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is to have an occafion of letting you know, 
that you have not dealt fo gallantly with 
us, as we did with you in a parallel cafe : 
laft year a paper was brought here from 
England^ called A dialogue between the 
archhijhop of Canterbury and Mr. Hig- 
gins, which we cffdered to be burnt by 
the common hangman, as it well defend- 
ed, though we have no more to do with 
his grace * of Canterbury^ than you have 
with the archbiftiop of Dublin', nor can 
you love and reverence your prelate more 
than we do ours, whom you tamely fuiFer 
to be abufed openly, and by name, by that 
paultry rafcal of an ohfervator ; and late- 
ly upon an ajfFair wherein he had no con- 
cern ; I mean the bufinefs of the mijio- 
nary of Drogheda, wherein our excellent 
primate was engaged, and did nothing 
but according to law and difcretion. But 
becaufe the lord archbifliop f of Dublin 
hath been upon feveral occafions, of late 
years, mifreprefented in England y I would 
willingly fet you right in his character* 
For his great fufFerings and eminent fer- 

* Dr. Thomas Ttmfm, f Dr. friUim King. 

vices 
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vices he was by the late king promoted to 
the fee of Derry, About the fame time 
he wrote a book to juftify the revolution, 
wherein was an account of king 'Jafnes\ 
proceedings in Ireland '^ and the late*arch- 
bifliop Itllotfen recommended it to the 
king as the moft ferviceable treatife, that 
could have been publifhedat fuch a junc- 
ture. And as his grace fet out upon thofe 
principles, he has proceeded fo ever lince, 
as a loyal fubjed: to the queen, entirely 
for the fucceilion in the proteftant line, 
and for ever excluding the pretender ; 
and though a firm friend to the church, 
yet with indulgence towards difTenters, as 
appears from his condu <Sfc at Derry^ where 
he was fettled for many years among 
the mofl virulent of the fed, yet upon his 
removal to Dublin they parted from him 
with tears in their eyes, and univerfal ac- 
knowledgments of ni&wifdom and good- 
nefs. For the refl, it mufl be owned, he 
does not bufy himfelf by entering deep in- 
to any party, but rather fpends his time 
in ads of hofpitality and charity, in build- 
ing of churdaes, repairing his palace, in 
introducing and prefering the worthiefl 
: CL3 per- 
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perfons he can find, without other re- 
gards : in fhort, in the praidHce of all vir- 
tues, that can become a publick or private 
life. This and more, ifpoflible,isdueto 
fo excellent a perfon, who may be juftly 
reckoned among the greateft and moft 
learned prelates of this age, however his 
charader may be defiled by luch mean and 
dirty hands as thofe of the obfervator, or 
fuch as employ him.] 

I now- come to anfiver the other part 
pf your Irtter, and fhall give you my o- 
pinion freely about repealing the facra- 
mental tefi ; only whereas you defire my 
thoughts as a friend, and not as I ama mem- 
ber of parliament, I mull affure you th^ 
are ex^iftly the fame in both capacities. 

I muft begin by telling you, we are 
generally furprized at your wonderful 
kindnefs to us on this occafion, in being 
ib very induflxious to teach us to fee ovt 
interefts in a point, where we are fo un- 
able to fee it ourfelves. This hath given 
us fome fufpicion ; and though in my 
own particular I am hugely bent to be- 
Ecvc, that whenever you concern your- 

felves 
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felvesin our affairs, it is certainlyybr mr 
^W, yet I have the misfortune to be 
fometning fingular in this belief, and 
therefore I never attempt to juftify it, but 
content myielf to poiTdTs my own opinion 
in private, for fear of encountering men 
of more wit. or words^ than I have to 
ii>are. 

We at this diftance, who fee nothing 
of the ipring of adions, are forced by 
meer conjedure to aGign two reafbns for 
your deiiring us to repeal iHa&facrammtal 
left \ one is, becaufe you are faid to ima- 
gine it will be a ftep towards the like good 
work in England* The other more im- 
mediate, that it will open a way for re- 
warding yiv^^z/ perfonsy who have well 
deierved upon iLgrtat occafimy but who 
it^ now unqualified through th^t impe- 
diment. 

I do not frequendy quote poets, efpe- 
cially inglijb : but 1 remember there is 
in iome of Mr. Cowley i love verfes a 
ftrain, that I thought extraordinary at fif- 
teen, and have often iince imagined it to 
be ijpoken by Ireland, 

0^4 For- 
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Forbid ity heaven^ my life jhould he 
Weighed ivith her leaft convernency. 

In ftiort, whatever advantage you pro- 
pofe to yourfelves by repealing the fa^ 
cramental tefi^ fpcak it out plainly, it is 
the beft argument you can ufe, for we 
value your intereft much more than our 
own ; if your little finger be fore, and you 
think a poultice made of our vitals will 
give it any eafe, fpeak the word, and it 
fliall be done : the intereft of our whole 
Jcingdom is at any time ready to ftrike to 
that of your pooreft fijhing towns ; it is 
hard you will not accept our fervices, 
vnlefs we believe at the fame time, that 
you are only confulting our profit, and 
giving us marks of your love. If there 
be a fire at fomp diftance, and I imme- 
diately blow up my houfe before there be 
occafion, becaufe you are a man of qua- 
lity, and apprehend fome danger to a «r- 
mr of your fiabk\ yet why fliould you 
re<|uire me to attend next morning atyour 
levee, with my humble thanks for thq 
favour you have dcMie me ? 

\i we Jnight be flowed to judg? for 
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ourfelves, we had abundance of benefit 
by the facramental teft^ and forefee a 
number of mifchiefs would be the confe- 
quence of repealing it ; and we conceive 
the objections made againft it by the 
dijf enters are of no manner of force. They 
tell us of their merits in the late war in 
Ireland, and how chearfuUy they engag- 
ed for the fafety of the nation j that if they 
had diought they had been fighting only 
other people's quarrels, perhaps it might 
have cooled their zeal ; and that for the 
future they fhall fit down quietly, and let 
us do our work ourfelves ; nay, that it 
is necefTary they fhould do fo, unce they 
cannot take up arms under the periahy of 
high-treafon. 

Now fuppofing them to have done 
their duty, as I believe they did, and not 
to trouble them about th&* fly onthewheet^ 
I thought liberty, property, and religion^ 
had been the three fubjeds of the quarrel ; 
and have not all thofe been amply fecured 
to them ? had they at that time a mental 

* Alluding to th« fable of 9 pidly along the road, exulted 

iy, who haying fettled on the in his own importance* and 

^ke of a wheel belonging to cried out ** What a du/l fv» 

% chviot^ that was drivea ra- raSft I 

referva^ 
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refervation for power and employments f 
and muft thefe two articles be addoilience- 
forward in our national quarrels? it is 
grown a mighty conceit among fome men, 
to melt down the phraie ofacimrcB efta- 
hiijhed by law^ iiito that of the religwn of 
the magiftrate \ o£ which appellation it 
is eafier to £nd the reafbn than the fenie : 
if by the magiftrate they mean the prince^ 
[the expreflion includes a falfhood ; for 
when lung James was prince\ the cfla^ 
blifhed church was the fame it is now. 
If by the lame word they mean the l^if- 
lature, we de£u:e no more^ Be that as 
It will, , we of this kingdom hdieye the 
church of Ireland to oe the national 
church, and the only one eflablifhed by 
law, and are willing by the fame law to 
l^ve ^toleration to dilTenters ; but if once 
we repeal o\xt fiicrament^l teft^ and grant 
a toleration^ or fufpend the execution of 
the penal' kws, I do not fee how we cao 
^ fiid to have any eflablifhed church-re- 
maining ; or rather, why there will not 
be as many eflablifhed churches, as there 
^e feds of difTenters. No, fay thevj 
yours will fHll be the. national church, 

be- 
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becaufe your l^iihops and clergy are main* 
tainedby the pu^Hck : but, ^biit I fuppofit 
will be of no long duration, and it Voyld 
be very unjuft it ihould, becaufe, to fpcak. 
in TindaPi ph^afe, it is not reafoqable 
d)^t revenues ihould be annexed to one 
(pinion more than another, when aU are 
equally lawful ; and it is the Uasit au- 
thor's maxim, ihat no free-born fubjed 
ought to pay for maintaining ipeciil^tions 
he does not believe. But n»hyjhoul4 ary 
many upon account of opinions he cannot 
helpy he depri'^ed the opportunity offerving 
^s queen and country I their zpai is com- 
|3|endable, apd when employments go ^ 
begging for w^iit of hands, they IhaU be 
fure tq h^v? the yefoi^ , only upon conr 
dition thpy wUI not pretend tp them upon 
x©a5ams> which equ?dly include atheiftsy 
turksy jewSf infide)s, and ktre^khs, or. 
Which is ftill iftore dfu^erous, even pa- 
pifis themfelv?^ ; thg former you allow, 
the other you deny; becaufe thefe laft 
own a Ibreign power, and therefore muft 
be fhut out. But there is np great weight 
in this ; for their religion can fuit with 
ireeikt^s, with limited or abfolute mo- 
narchies. 
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narchies, as well as a better; and the 
popes power in France is but a fhadow ; 
fo that upon this foot there need be no 
gieat danger to the coiiftitution by ad- 
mitting papifts to employments. I will 
help you to enough of them fhall be ready 
to allow the pope as little power here as 
you pleafe ; and the bare opinion of his 
being vicar of Chrift is but 2l fpeculative 
pointy iov which no man it feems ought 
to be deprived the capacity of ferving his 
country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the 
^eat objedion we have againft repealing 
this izsoR facratnental teft. It is, that we 
arc verily perfuaded, the confequence will 
be an entire alteration of rehgion among 
us in no great compafs of years. And 
pray, obfervehowwereafonhere in Ire- 
laitd upon this matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern 
parts to be a brave induftrious people, 
extremely devoted to their religion, and 
full of an undifturbed afFedion towards 
each other. Numbers erf" that noble na- 
tion, invited by the fertilities of the foil, 
are glad to exchange their barren hills of 

Loqtta- 
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Loquahar by a voyage of three hours, for 
our fruitful vales of Doun and Antrimy 
fo produdive of that grain^ which at lit- 
tle trouble and lefs expence finds diet and 
lodging for themfelves and their cattle. 
Thefe people, by their extreme parfimo- 
ny, wonderful dexterity in dealings and 
firm adherence to one-another, fbon 
grow into wealth from xhtfmalleji begin- 
nings^ never are rooted out where they 
once fix, and increafe daily by new fup- 
plies : befides, when they are the llipe- 
rior number in any traft of ground, they 
?iTt not over patient of mixture 'y but fuch, 
whom they cannot ajfimulate^ foon find 
it their intereft to remove. I have done 
all in my power on fome land of my own 
to preferve two or three englijh fellows 
in their neighbourhood, but found it im- 
poflible, though one of them thought he 
had fufHciently made his court by turning 
prefbyteriaH. Add to all this, that they 
bring along with them from Scotland a 
moft formidable notion of our church, 
which they look upon at leaft three de- 
grees worfe than popery : and it is natural 
it fhould be fo, fince they come over full 

fraught 
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finught with that fpirit, which tau^t 
i^lasm to aboliih epifcopacy at home. 

Then we proceed farther, andobferve, 
diat the gmtlemen of employments here 
make a very conflderable number in the 
houfe of commons, and have no other* 
purity but that of doing their duty in 
their feveral ftations ; therefore, when the 
tcft is repealed, it will be highly reafona- 
ble they fhould ^ve place to thofe, who 
\iAV^ ma.c\i greater fervkes to ipitsA. The 
eommiHions of the revenue are foon dif- 
pofed of, and the colleftors and other of- 
ficers throughout the kingdom are ge- 
nerally appointed by the commiflloners, 
which gives them a mighty influence in 
every county. As much may be faid of 
the great offices in the law ; and when 
this door is open to let diflenters into the 
commiflions of the peace, to make them 
high-fhCTiffs, mayors of corporations, and 
officers of the army and militia, I do not 
fee how it can be bthowife, confideraig 
their induftry and ouf fupinenefs, but that 
they may, in a very fi?w years, grow to a 
majority in the houfe of commons, and 
confequendy make themfelves the naticH 

nal 
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noX religion, and have a fair pretence to 
demand the revenues of the church for 
their teachers. I know it will be objedl> 
ed, that if all this ihould happen as I 
defcribe, yet the preibyterian religion 
could never be made the national by ad: 
of parliament, becaufe our bifhops are fo 
great a number in the houfe of lords; 
and without a majority there, the church 
could not be aboliihed. But I have two 
vtrygood expedients for that, which I fhall 
leave you to guefs, and I dare fwear our 
fpeaker here has often thought on, efpe> 
cially having endeavoured at one of them 
fo lately. To convince vou, that this de- 
fign is not fo foreign rrom fome peoples 
thoughts, I muil let you know, that an 
honeit hell-weather f of our houfe (you 
have him now in England^ I wifh you 
could keep him there) had the impudence 
fbme years ago, in parliament-time, to 
ihake my lord biOiop of Kilaloo * by his 
kwD-Heeve, and tell him, inathreatning 
manner, that he hoped to live to fee the day^ 

t Suppored to be Mr. Btukritk, * Dr. Lindfajy after- 
WttdtleidpciAaic; 

when 
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when there Jhould not be one of his order in 
the kingdom. 

Thefe laft lines perhaps you think a di- 
grefllon ; therefore to return, I have told 
you the confequences we fully reckon 
upon from repealing th.t facramental tefi^ 
which although the greateft number of 
luch as are for doing it, are adually in 
no manner of pain about it, and many of 
them care not three-pence whether there 
be any churchy or no ; yet becaufe they 
pretend to argue from confcience as well 
as policy and intereft, I thought it pro- 
per to underftand and anfwer them ac- 
cordingly. 

Now, fir, in anfwer to your queftion, 
whether if any attempt fhould be made 
here for repealing \h& facramental teji^ it 
would be likely to fucceed? the number of 
profeffed diflenters in this parliament was, 
as I remember, fomething under a dozen, 
and I cannot call to mind above thirty 
others, who were expeded to fall in with 
them. This is certain, that the prelby- 
terian party having with great induftiy 
muftered up their forces, did endeavour 

one 
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one day, upon occafion of a hint in my 
lord * Pembroke^ fpeech, to introduce>a de- 
bate about repealing the teftclaufe^ when ,. 
there appeared at leafl four to one odds 
againft them ; and the ableft of thofe, 
who were reckoned tlie moft ftanch and . 
diorough-paced whigs upon all other oc- 
cafions, fell off with an abhorrence at the 
firft mention of this. 

I muft defireyou to take notice, that the 
tams oiwhig and tory do not properly ex~ 
prefs the different interefts in our parlia- 
ment. [I remember, when I was laft in 
England^ I told the king, that the higheft 
tories we had with us would make tolerable 
whigs there : this was certainly right, and 
ftill in the general continues fo, unlefs you 
have fince admitted new charaderifticks, 
which did not come within our defini- 
tion.] Whoever bears a true veneration for 
the glorious memory of king^///w>», as 
our great deliverer from popery and fla- 
vcry ; whoever is firmly loyal to our pre- 
fcnt queen with an utter abhorrence and 
deteftation of the pretender ; whoever ap- 

* Then lord lieutenant of /rfiW. 

Vol. in. R proves 
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proves the fuccieflion to the crown in the 
hotlfe of Hamver, and is for preferving 
the dodrine and difcipline of the church 
o( England) with an indulgence for fcru- 
pulous confciehces ; fuch a man we think 
ads upon right principles, and may be 
juftly allowed a whig : and I believe mere 
are not fix members in our houfe of com- 
mons, who may not fairly come under thi$ 
delcription. So that the parties among us 
2Te made up on one fide oi moderate whigSy 
and on the other oi prejbyterians and their 
abettor S) by which laft I mean fiich, who 
can equally go to a church or conventicky 
or fuch who are indifferent to all religi- 
on in general j or laftly, fiich who af{c<^ 
to bear a perfonal rancour towards the 
clergy : tihefe laft are a fett of men not 
of our own growth, their principles at 
kaft have been ifnforted or late years ; 
yet this whole party put together wili 
fcarce, I am confident, amount to above 
iifty men in parliament, which can hard- 
ly be worked up into a majority of three 
hundred. .„ . 

As to the houfe of lords, the difficulty 
there is conceived at leaft as great as in 

oiurs. 
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tWrs. So many of our temporal pt^ti live 
in Bngiaiui^ that the bifhops are general- 
ly pretty near a par of the houfe, and we 
reckon thev will be kll to a man againHs 
repealing the teji j and yet their lordfhipa 
&re generally thought as good whigs up-* 
on our principles as any in the kingdom. 
There are indeed a few lay-lords, who 
Appear to have no great devotion for epif» 
copacy ; and perhaps one or two morei 
with whom certain powerful tnvtivei might 
beuled for removing any difficulty what- 
foevcr : but thefe are, in no fort, a num* 
ber to cairy any point againft a conjundi- 
on.of the reft and the whole bench of bi'* 
(hops. 

Befidcs, the whole body of our clergv 
Is utterly againft repealing the teji^ thougn 
they are entirely devoted to her majefty, 
and hardly one in an hundred, who are 
not Very good ^hip in our acceptati- 
on of the word. And I muft let you 
know, that we of Ireland are not yet 
come up to tthtrfolh refittements, for we 
generally love and efteem our clergy^ and 
think they deferveit; nay, we are apt to 
lay fome weight upon their opinion^ and 

R a would 
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would not willingly difbblige them, at 
leaft, unlefs it were upon fome greater 
point of intereft than this. A nd their judg- 
ment in the prefent affair is the more to 
be regarded, becaufe they are the laft per- 
fons, who will be affedled by it : this 
makes us think them impartial, and that 
their concern is only for religion and the 
intereft of the kingdom. Becaufe the a<9:, 
which repeals the tefi^ will only quaHfy a 
layman for an employment, but not a 
prejbyterian or anabaptifi preacher for a 
church-living. Now I muft take leave to 
inform you, that feveral members of our 
houfe, and myfelf among the reft:, know- 
ing fome time ago what was upon the an- 
vil, went to all the clergy we knew of a- 
ny diftindion, and defired their judg- 
ment in the matter ; wherein we found a 
moft wonderful agreement, there being 
but one divme that we could hear of in 
the whole kingdom, who appeared of a 
contrary fentiment, wherein he after- 
wards flood alone in the convocation^ very 
little. to his credit^ though, as he hoped, 
very much to his intereft, 

I will now confider a little the argu- 
ments 
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Aients offered to fliew the advantages, or 
rather the neceffity of repealing the tefi in 
Ireland, We are told, the popifh intereft 
is here fb formidable, that all hands fhould 
be joined to keep it under ; that the only 
names of diftindion among us ought to 
be thofe oiprotejiant and papiji ; and that 
this expedient is the only means to unite 
all proteftants upon one common bottom. 
All which is nothing but mifreprefenta- 
tion and miftake. 

If we were under any real fear pf the 
papifts in this kingdom, it would be hard 
to think us fo ftupid, as not to be equal- 
ly apprehenfive with <7^y6^rx, fince we are 
likely to be the greateft, and more iinme- 
diate fufferers : but on the contrary, we 
look upon them \o be altogether as in- 
confiderable as the women and children. 
Their lands are almoft entirely taken froni 
them, and they are rendered uncapable 
of purchafing any moire ; and for the lit- 
tle that remains, provifion is made by the 
late ad againft popery, that it will daily 
crymble away : to prevent which, fbme 
of the moft confiderable among them arc 
already turned proteftants, and fo in all 

R 3 pro-J 
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probability will many more. Then, th^o 
popifli priefts are all regiftered, and with- 
out permifUon (which! hope will not be 
granted) they can have no fucx:eflbrs ; fb 
^t the proteftanttkrgy will find it per- 
haps no dilficult matter to bring great 
jiymbers over to the ehurch ; and in the 
mean time the common people, without 
leaders, without difciplme, or natural 
courage, being little better tiian hewers of 
woody and drawers of water ^ are out of 
fill capacity of doing any mifchief, if they 
were ever fo well inclined. Neither are 
^ey at all likely to join in any confi^de- 
rable numbers with an invader^ having 
found fo ill fuccefs when they were much 
more numerous and powerful i when 
th^y had a prince of tlieir own reliaoft 
to head them, had been trained for fome 
years und^ a popifi deputy y and received 
iftieh mighty aids from the French king. 

As tp that argument ufed for repealing 
the tefiy that it will umte all protcftants 
f^gc^inf^ the (^ommQn ^nemy ; \ wonder by 

• In the reiga of king Jama II. and till aftf? the ba«;tJ^ of 
ine Boytt in <^§(>.. 

what 
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what figure thofe gentlejnen Ipeak, who 
are pleafed to advance it : fuppofe, in or- 
4er to increafe the friendihip between you 
and me, a law fliould pafs, that I muft 
have half your eftate ; do you think tlwt 
would much advance the union between 
us ? or fuppofe I fhare my fortune equal- 
ly between my own children and zjtran- 
ger^ whom I take into my protedion ; 
will that be a method to unite them ? it 
is an odd way of uniting partes, to de- 
pjdve a majority of part oi their ancient 
ri^t> ;by conferring it on 2ifaBifmy whp 
had nevier ,any right at all, and ther,efore 
.caniK)t be faid to fuiF^ a;ny lofs or inju- 
ry, if i|t be refufed them. Neither is it 
very clear, how f^ ibme people may 
Aretch the term of common enemy. How 
many M-e there of thofe that call them- 
felves protei^tants, who look upon our 
worfhip to be idolatrous as well as that 
of the papiftsj and with great charity put 
prehfy Mid popery together as terms con- 
vertible? 

And therefore there is one fmdl doubt 
I would be willingly fatisfied in, before I 
agree to the repe^g of the teji ; that is, 

R 4 whe- 
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whether thefe i^xsit. protefiants^ when they 
have by their dexterity made themfelves 
the national reHgion, and difpofed the 
church revenues among their pafiors or 
themfelves^ will be fo kind tp allow us 
dijfentersy I do not fay a ihare in employ- 
ments, but a bare toleration by law ? the 
reafon of my doubt is, becaufe I have 
been fo very idle as to read above fifty 
pamphlets written by as many prefbyteri- 
an divines, loudly difclaiming this idol 
toleration^ fome of them calling it (I know 
not how properly) a rag of foperjy and 
all agreeing it was to efiablifh iniquity by 
a law. Now I would be glad to know, 
when and where their fucceffors have re- 
nounced this dodrine, and before what 
witnefles. Becaufe, methinks I ihould be 
loth to fee my poor titular bifliop inpar- 
tibus feized on by miflake in the dark 
for a jefuit, or be forced myfelf to keep 
a chaplain difguifed like my butler, and 
ileal to prayers in a back room, ais my 
grandfather ufed in thofe times, when the 
church of England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quarrels long 
forgot ; popery is now the common enemy y 

againft 
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flgainft which we muil all unite : I have 
been tired in hiftory with the perpetual 
folly of thofe ftates, who call in foreig- 
ners to ailiil them agaiiift a common ene- 
my: but the mifchief was, xhtk allies 
would never be brought to allow, that 
the common enemy was quite fubdued. 
And they had reafon ; for it proved at 
laft, that one part of the common enemy 
was thofe who called them in j and fo the 
allies became at length the majiers. 

It is agreed among naturalifls, that a 
lion is a larger, a ftronger, and more dan- 
gerous enemy than a cat ; yet if a man 
were to have his choice, cither a lion at 
his foot, bound faft with three or four 
chains, his teeth drawn out, and his claws 
pared to the quick, or an angry cat in 
full liberty at his throat ; he would take 
no long time to determine. 

I have been fometimes admiring the 
wonderful fignificancy of that word per- 
Jecutiony and what various interpretations 
it hath acquired even within my memo- 
ry. When I was a boy, I often heard the 
^refbyterians complain, that they were 
toot permitted to ferve God in their own 
' wayi 
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way ; they fiiid they did not repine at our 
employments, but thought that all men 
who live peaceably ought to have liberty 
of confcience, and leave to afTemble. 
That impediment being removed at the 
revolution, they foon learned to fwallow 
iiia& focramental ttft-^ and began to take 
very large fteps, wherein all who offered 
to o{^ie them, were called men of a 

Cerfecuting fpirk. During the time ^ 
ill againu occafional conformity was on 
foot, ferfecutien was every day rung in 
our ears, and now at laft m'^facramental 
/^itfelf has the lame name. Where then 
is this matter likely to end, when the 
•obtaining of one requeft is only ufed as a 
fiqi to demand another ? a lover is ever 
compl^ning of cruelty, while ac^ thing 
is denied him ; and when t^e ladyceafes 
to be cruelf Ihe is from the next moment 
at his mercy : (o perfecution, it feems, is 
sv&y thing, that will not leave it in mens 
|x>wer to pfrfecute Qthers, 

There is one argument o^red ^ainft 
Sifacramenial teft by a fort of men, who 
are content to be raled of the diurch of 
j^ngland^ who perhaps attend its fervice 

in 
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in the morning, and go with their wives 
to a cenventkk in the afternoon, confefi^ 
ing they hear very good dodrine in both* 
Thefe men are much oBfended, that £> 
holy an inflitution, as that of the Lord's 
fupper, (hould be made fublervient to fuch 
mercenary purpofes as the getting of an 
employment. Now it fecms, the law> 
concluding all men to be members of that 
church where they receive the facrament ; 
and fuppoiing all men to live like chrifti* 
ans (efpecially thofe who are to have em» 
ployments) did imagine they received the 
lacrament in courte about four times a 
year ; and therefore only defired it might 
appear by certificate to the publick, Aat 
fuch) who took an ofHce, were membeis 
of due church eAablifhed, by doing their 
ordinary duty, However, kfl we Jbotdd 
4tff€nd thenty we have often defired they 
would deal candidly with us : for if tm 
matter ftuck only mere, we would pro- 
pofe it in parliament, that every man, 
who takes an employment, (hould, in*^ 
^ead of receiving the ^crament, be ob- 
liged to fwear, that he is a member o£ 
t& chwQh of Ireland by law eftabliflicd, 

with 
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with epifcopacy, and fo forth \ and as 
they do now in Scotland^ to be true to the 
iirk. But when we drive them thiis far, 
they always retire to the main body of the 
j^rgument, urge the hardfliip that men 
Should be deprived the liberty of ferving 
their queen and country on account of 
their confdence : and in fliort, have re- 
<:ourfe to the common ftile of their half- 
brethren. Now whether this be a fincere 
way of arguing, I will appeal to any other 
judgment but theirs. 

There is another topick of clamour 
ibmewhat parallel to the foregoing : it 
feems by the teft-claufe, the military oi^ 
ficers are obliged to receive the facrament, 
a& well as the civil. And it is a matter 
of fome patience, to hew* the diflenters 
declaiming upon this occafion i they cry 
they are dijarmed, they ^e ufed like pa- 
pifts : whai an enemy appears at home, 
or from abroad, they muft fit ftill, a^d 
fee their throats cut, or be hanged fbf 
high-treafonaf they offer to defend them- 
&lves. Miferable condition ! woful dilem- 
ma! it is happy for us all, that the pre- 
tender was not apprifed of this paffive 
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presbyterian principle, elfe he would have 
infallibly landed in our northern parts, 
and found them all fat down in their for- 
malities, as the Gauls did the Roman fe-' 
jiators, ready to die with honour in their 
callings. Sometimes to appeafe their in- 
dignation, we venture to give them hopes, 
that in fuch a cafe the government will 
perhaps connive, and hardly be fo fevere 
to hang them for defending it againft the 
letter of the law ; to which they readily 
aniwer, that they will not lie at our mer- 
cy, but let us fight our battles ourfelves. 
Sometimes we offer to get an ad, by 
which, upon all popijh infurredHons at 
home, or popijh invalions fi"om abroad, 
the government fliall be impowered to 
grant conuniflions to all proteftants what- 
foever, without that perfecuting circum- 
ftance of obliging them to fay their prayers 
when they receive the facrament: but 
Aey abhor all thoughts aS occajional com.-- 
miflions ; they will not do our drudgery, 
and we reap me benefit : it is not worth 
their while to fight pro arts etfocis ; and 
they had rather lofe thqr eftates, liberties, 

rdigibn. 
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religion, and lives, than the pleafure of 

But to bring this dii^ourfe towards a 
concluiion : if the diilenters will be fa* 
tisfied with fiich a toleration by law, as 
kath been granted them in England^ 1 
believe the majority of both houfes will fall 
readily in with it ; farther it will be hard 
to periuade this houfe of commons, and 
perhaps much harder the next. For, to fay 
the truth, we make a mighty difference 
here between fliffering thiftles to grow a- 
mong us, and wearing diem for pofies». 
We are fully convinced in our confciences, 
that *a}e fhall always tolerate them ; but 
not quite fo fully that th^ will always to^ 
Urate uSy when it comes to their turn ; 
and we are the majority, and we are in pof» 
iefiBon. 

He who argues in defence of a law in 
force, not antiquated or obfblete, but late-* 
\y enaded, is certainly on the fafer fide, 
and may be allowed to point out the dan-* 
gers he conceives to forefee,in the abroga- 
tion of it. 

For, if the confequencet of repealing thii 
claufe fhould at fome time or other ena- 
ble 
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abk the prdbyterians to work themfelves 
up into the national church ; inftead of 
uniting proteftants, it would fow eternal 
diviflons among them. Firft, their own 
feds, which now lie dormant, would be 
fbon at cuffs again with each other about 
power and preferment ; and the diffent^ 
ingepifcQpaky perhaps difcontented to fuch 
a ^gree, as upon Some fair ujihapfy<x> 
cafion, would be able to (hake the firm- 
eft loyalty, which none can deny theirs to 
be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conje6hir^ 
fi*om fome late proceedings, at what a 
rate ^%faBim is like to drive, where- 
ever it gets the ^tulnp and t^tfeat. They 
have already^fet up courts of foiritual jur 
dicature in open contempt ok the laws : 
they fend mijjimaries every where, with- 
out being invited, in order to convert the 
church of England fdiks to chriftiamty. 
They are as vigilant as / know who, to at- 
tend perfbns on their death-beds, and fiar 
purpofes much ahfce. And what pradices 
fiich principles as thefe (with many other 
that might be invidious to mention) may 

jpawuy 
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ipa^n, when they are laid out to thefuHi 
you may deteraiine at leifure. 

Laftly, Whether we are fo entirely fure 
of their loyalty upon the prefent foot of 
government as you may imagine, their 
detradors make a queftion, which how- 
ever does, I think, by no means afFed the 
l)ody of diflenters : but the inftance pro- 
duced is of fome among their leading 
teachers in the north, who having refiifed ' 
the abjuration oath, yet continue their 
preaching, and have abundance of follow- 
ers. The particulars are out of my head ; 
but the fad is notorious enough, and I 
believe hath been publiihed ; I think it a 
pity, it hadi not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, fir, my 
own opinion, as well as that of a ^"eat 
majority in both houfes here, relating to 
this weighty affair; upon which 1 am con- • 
fiderit you may lecurely reckon. I will 
leave you to make what ufe of it you 
pleafe. 

/ am with great refpeB, 



Dublin, Dec. 4, /y 

1708. i>i 



tr^ 

Tour, &c. 

A TRI- 
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TRITICAL ESSAY 

UPONTHE 

FACULTIES OF THE MIND. 
To 

6IR, 

T^EINGfo great a lover of antiquitm^ 

•^^ // was reafonable tofuppofey you would 

be very much obliged with any things that 

*mis new, I have been of late offended with 

many writers of effays and moral difcourfes 

for running into flale topicks and thread^ 

bare quotations ^ and not handling their 

fubje^ fully and clofely : all which errors 

I have carefully avoided in the following 

ejfay, which I have propofedas a pattern 

for young writers to imitate. 'I7)e thoughts 

ami obfervatiom being entirely nmiOy thequo- 

tations untouched by others ^ thefubjeBof 

mighty impof-tancey and treated with much 

. order and perfpicuity, it hath cofi me a 

great deal of time ; and I defireyou will 

accept andconjider it as the utmofi effort of. 

^/f^ genius. 

Vol. III. S . , Fhilo- 
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T^HiloTo^hef s fay^ diat mlui is a tnicf&> 
"■■ cofm, or little world, reiembling in 
miniature every part of the great : and, 
in my opinion, the body natural may be 
compared to the body politick : and if thisr 
be To, how can the epicureans opinion be 
true, that the univerfe was formed by a for- 
tuitous concourfe of atoms ; which 1 will 
iro more believe, than that \he acciden- 
tal jumbling of the letters of the sdphafetet 
, could fall by chance into a n»^ ingeni- 
ous and learned treatife of |>liildfb]^y. 
Rifum teneatis iimki P [Hor.] This h^ 
Opinion muft heeds create many more ^ 
it is Kke an error in the fiiik conoo6bcffiy 
wliich cannot be correded in the fecond.; 
the foundation is weak, and w^tevtr 
iuperflmdture you raife upon it, m«ft of 
neceility fall to the ground. Thus mtn 
are kd from cme error to another, tualdl 
wkh Ixioft they embrace a cloud inftead 
of jfuno ; x»r like the dog in the fable, 
-lofethe iubftance in^ga^ung at the ihadow* 
Forffich o^iHiions cannot cohere.; but Idse 
the iron and clay in the toes o{ Nebuchad- 
nezzar % imager muft feparate wid break 
in pieces* I have read in a certain awihor, 

that 
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dsat j4kifand$r w^pt, becau^ he hadjau^ 
(more worlds to,<:onquer; which he needed 
not have done, if the ifiprtuit^s concourfe 
of atoms coiiild create pae j but this is a^ 
opinion fitter for that many-headed bea^ 
th/e vulgar to entertain, than for fo wife 
A man as Epicwus ; the corrupt par^t qf 
4iis &.di only borrowed his name, as ^the- 
-mod^ey did the cat*8 daw to draw ;the 
che&ut out fflf the fire. 

However, the ijrft^ep tQ the cure is tp 
^oiw t^ dif^ie ; ^d thoU^ mith may 
jbe difEcuk to £nd, bec^fe, as tl^ ph(- 
Ibfophcr db^brvies, 0)e l^es in t^ bottom 
of a well, y^ we med nQt> Uk^s blin$l 
men, grope in open day-light. I.hqpe^ 
jraay hi aUowed ao^ong fo m^Lnyfar moce 
learned men to offer my mite, fince a 
jftander-by may fometimes perhaps fee 
iiK»e of thegJime, than he that plays it. 
But I do not think a philofbpher obliged 
to account for every phaenomenon in na- 
ture, or drown himtelf with -^r^Wi?, for 
-not /being aUe to ft>lve the ^bl^ing and 
flowing of the tide, in that fatal fentence 
lie paft upon himielf, .^i/fU nm mphy 
Su.oapies me. Wherein he was at once the 

S 2 judge 
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judge and the crimmal,theaccuferand exe- 
cutioner. Socrates on the other hand, who 
faid he knew nodiing, was pnmounced 
by the oracle to bt the wifeft man in the 
world. 

But to return from this digrefHon, I 
think it as clear as any demonftradon in 
Euclidy that naturedoes nothing in vain'; 
if we were able ta dive into her fecret re- 
cefles, we Ihould find that the finalleft 
blade of grafs, or moft contemptible weed, 
has its particular ufe ; but {he is chiefly ad- 
mirable in her minuteft comi)ofiticHis, the 
leaft and moft contemptible infe<9: moft 
difcovers the art of nature, if I may fo 
call it, though nature, wluch delights in 
variety, will always triumph over art : and 
as the poet obferves, 

Naturatn exfullas furca licet ^ ttfque 
recurret. Hor. 

But the various opinions of philc^ 
phers have fcattered through the world 
as many plagues of the mind, as Pandoras 
box did thofe of the body, only with this 

diflfe- 
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difference, that they have not left hope 
at the bottom. And i£ truth be not fled 
with Afirea-, fhe is certainly as hidden, as 
the fburcc oiNiUy and can be found only 
in Utopia. Not that I would reiled on 
thofe wife feges, which would be a fort o£ 
ingratitude ; and he that calls a man un- 
grateful, foms up all the evil that a man 
can be guilty of, 

Ingratum fi dixerist omnia diets. 

' But what I blame the philofophers for 
(though fome may think it a paradox) is 
chiefly their pride ; nothmg lefs than an 
ipfi dixit ^ and you muft pin your faith on 
their fleeve. And though LHogfnes liv^d 
in a tub, there might be, f^ aught I 
kiiow, as much pride under his rags, as 
iti the fine fpun garment of the divine 
Plato. . It is reported of -this Diogenes, that 
when Alexander came to fee him, and 
pronnied to give him whatever he would 
afk, the cynick only anfwered, Take not 
Jrofh me "HQhat ihoucanft notgipe me^hi/tt 
Jlandfrom between me and the light \ which 
was almoft as eiftravagaht as the philbfo- 
' . ! S 3 pher 
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pher, that flung his money Into the fea, 
with this remarkable fiijing — * 

How different was this man from the 
tiftirer^ who being told his fon would fpcnd 
all he had got, replied, He caftnot take 
t/tore pieafure m /pending^ than J did in 
gifting it. Thcfe men could fee the &ult$ 
©f each other, but not their own 5 Aefe 
they flung into the bag behind; * nm 
videmus id mantic<z quod in tergo eft, I 
may perhaps be cenfured for my free opi- 
nions by thofe carping momus*s, whom 
authors worfliip as the Indiatis do the 
devil, for fear. They will endeavour to 
give my reputation as many wounds as 
the mail in the almanack 5 but I value it 
jiot ; and perhaps like flies, they may 
buz fo often about the candle, till they 
burn their wings. They niuft pardon me, 
tf 1 venture to give them this advice, not 
to rail at what they cannot underftand : it 
does but difeover that felf-tofmentiAg 
t)aflion of envy, than which the greateft 

* AUuding to the fable of f>^oft»andct>ntuiiedthe&ndts 

\^hadruiytha.tJupittr\i3iAhMng of his neighbour ; and the o* 

ever every man's IhouMeir.two ther behind, wUdi conMmcd 

£[it^%, of which one hwig his own« 

tyrant 
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^r^tneverii^vqited amore auel torment. 

ImJtdia Skt^li non.mvptere Tjfratptal 
Tormentumtmjus-r' Jyv^ 

J i^qft be ip bql4 to tell Dfiy cntifiks an4 
vidings, that they can no more jiidg|s of 

this, than a ii>an that i$ born bli^a caa 
have any true idea of colours. I have al- 
ways obferved, that yoyr empty veflels 
ip^nd loudefl: J value their %ihes as 
Utti^as the Tea did thofe oi JCerxes^ Y^hp^ 
^ whipped it f . The utmoA favour ^ 
man can expedt from them is, that which 
FolypheTftus proinifed Ufylfesy that hp 
would devour him the 1^ : they thin^ 
to fubdue a writer, a? C/^2?rdid hi? ener 
my, with a Fem^ vidt, vici. I confels J{ 
value the opinion of the judicious few, a 
Rymer, a P^nis^ or a ^— — i j hut for 
the reft, to give my judgment at once, I 
thi|)^ t^e long dijjmtcamong the philpfo- 
phers about 4 vaa4f4f» may be determioe4 
^ the a&madve, that it is to be foua4 

f It is toM of Xerxtu that hid over the HAUfpmt^ he or. 
yl^oo .t^ fea JHoke (lown the «iered k to be lalbed, 7fA fctf 
brid^ of boats, which he had ten to ^ thrown \vfa it. 

S 4 in 
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in a critick*s head. They are at beft 
but the drones of the learned world, whb 
devour the honey, and will not work 
themfelves ; and a writer need no more 
regard them, than the moon does the bark- 
ing of a little (enfelefs cur, For, in ipight 
of their terrible roaring, you may with 
half an eye difcqver the afs under the /^ 
^*s {kin. 

But to return to our difcourle : De- 
mojihenes being aik'd what was rfie firft 
part of an orator, replied, aBion: what 
was the fecond, oBion: what was the 
third, aStion : and fo on ad infinitum^ 
This may be true in oratory ; but con-» 
templation in other things exceeds action. 
And therefore a wife man is never lefe a- 
lone, th^n when he is alone ; 

Nmquam minus folus, quam cum film. 

And Archimedes^ the famous mathe- 
matician, was fo intent upon his problems, 
that he never minded the fbldierwho came 
to kill him. Therefore not to detraft 
fronj the juftpraife which belongs to ora-. 
tors, they ought to cpnfider that naturcj 

whiQh 
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which gave us two eyes to fee, and two 
cars to hear, has given us but one tongue 
to fpcak,' wherein however fome do ib 
abound, that the virtuofi, who have been 
fo long in fearch for the perpetual motion, 
may infallibly find it there. 

Some men admire repubhcks, becatiie 
orators fiourifh there moft, and are the 
great enemies of tyranny : but my opi- 
nion is, that one tyrant is better than a 
hundred. Befides, thefe orators inflame 
the people, whofe anger is really but 
a fhort fit of madnefs. 

Ira furor brevis efi, HorJ 

After which, laws are like cobwebs, 
which may catch finall flies, but let wafps 
and hornets break through. But in ora-^ 
tory the greateft art js to hide art, 

Artis efi celare Artem, 

But this muft be the work of time, 
we muft lay hold on all opportunities, 
and let flip no occafion, elfe we fliall be 
forced to weave Pmehfe% web, unravel 

in 
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in the night what we fpun in the day. 
And therefore I have obferyed, that time 
is painted with a lock before, and bald 
behind, fignifying thereby, that we mufl; 
take time (as we lay) by the forelock^ 
for when it is once pail, there is no re» 
calhng it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if you wiU 
pardon the e2(prei]ion] like a tabula rafa^ 
or like wax, which, while it is loft, i? 
capable of any imprellion, till time has 
hardened it. And at length death, that 
grim tyrant, Hops us in ^e midft of our 
career. The greateft conquerors have at 
lall been conquered by death, which 
Ipares none, from the fceptre to thelpade. 

Mors ommbus eomfftunis. 

All rivers go to the fea, but none re^ 
turn from it. Xerxes wept when he be- 
held his army, to confider th»t in lefs thaa 
an hundred years they would be all dead. 
AnacreonvTiA choaked widiagrape-ftone ; 
and violent joy kills ^ wdl as violent 
grief. There is nothing in this world 
conftant, but inconftancyj y^ Plato 

thought^ 
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thought, that if virtue would appear to 
the world in her own native drefs, all 
men would be enamoured with her. But 
now, fince interef! governs the world, 
tttd men ne^ed the golden mean, jfupi^ 
iif himfelf, it he came on the earth, would 
be defpifed, unlefs it were, as he did to 
Danoii inagolden (hower: for men now- 
a-^yi wbrmip the rifing fun, and not 
the retting. 

Donee eris felix muttos numerabis arnicos. 

Thus have I, in obedience to your com* 
mands, ventured to expofe mvfelf to 
cenfure in this critical age. Wnether I 
have done risht to my fuojed, mufl be 
left to the judgment of the learned rea- 
der : however, I cannot but hope, that 
my attempting of it may be an encourase* 
mLt (ox Wabtepea topeiJbrm it ^ 
more fuccefs. 



Digitized 



PRE- 



by Google 



PREDICTIONS 

FOR 

* * 

The YEAR 1708. , 

Wherein die montli, and day of die month are 
fet down, the peribn& named> and the great 
addons, and events of next year particular^ re-' 
latedj as th^ will come to pafs. 

Written toprevunt the people ^Ea^ixad/rotn being 
farther impofedon by vulgar almanack-makers. 

By ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efq. 

T HAVE long cpniidcrcd the grofs a- 
•^ bufe of aftrologjr in this kingdom, and 
upoQ debating the matter with myfelf, I 
could not pombly lay the fault upon the 
art, but upon thofegro^ impoftors, who 
fet up to be the arofts. I know feveral 
learned men have contended, that the 
whole is a cheat ; that it is abfiird and ri- 
diculous to imagine, .the ftars can have a- 
ny influence at all upon human adiohs, 
thoughts, or inclinations; and whoever 
hath not bent his ftudies that way, may be 
excufed for thinking fo, when he fees in 
how wretched a manner that noble art is 
treated by a few mean illiterate traders 

between 
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bietvf*^ us an<L the ftajs ; . who inip<»'C a 
.ypirly fto<?k,<^ricmfenfe, Ijres, folly, and 
.ijftpertinence, which they offer to the world 
as genuine fi-om the planets^ though thi^ 
4efcend frpkn no greater a heighth than 
their own brains. 

I .intend in a.ihort time to publiih a 
large and ratjojial defence of this ^rt, and 
therefore fhall fay no more in its jufHiic^ 
tipn ^.t. prefent, than that it hath been in 
all ages defended by many learned men, 
aod among the reft by Socrates himfelf, 
whom I look upon as undoubtedly the 
wifeft of uninfpired mortal?^ to wmch if 
we add, that ^ofe who have condemned 
this art, though odierwife learned^ hay- 
. iiig been fuch as either did not apply their 
ftudies this way, or at leaft did not fuc- 
ceed in their applications ; their teftimo- 
. ny will not be of much weight to its dif- 
advantage, finqe they are liable to the 
common objf <^ion pf condemning what 
they did not underftand. 

Nor am I at ajl offended, or do I think 
it an injury to the art, whai I fee the com- 
mon dealers in it, the ^udents in afirohgy^ 
rfie philomath y and the reft of that tribe, 

treat- 
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trealttd bj wife tnen V(4^ ^ ulttioft feora 
aad contenpt; but I faehet woader, wbeft 
X «^6iT€ gendemen in tbe coufitiy > nc4 
CRGugbto ferve the nadon in parliameB^ 
pofing in P4ttridge\ dfflanaok to ^nd out 
the events of the year at ^me and »- 
l»'oad; notdaidngtopr^pofealMmting- 
matdi, ^XGsdkmy as he have ^xed toe 
iveadier. 

I will allow eidier of the twp I have 
mentioned, or any otiher*df the fraterai> 
ty, 40 be not onlj aiftrologers., but con- 
jurers too, 4f I do not firoduce a hundred 
inilanoes in all tlieir almanaciks to oon- 
^nce any reasonable man, that ;they do 
-not fo much a6«ndei<ftand common gram- 
mar vand ^tax ; that the^ are not i^le 
to fpell any word Out of tne uAial road, 
nOr even in 'thear prefaces to write com- 
mon fenfe or intelligible mgiijh. Th«i 
'for iheir obfervations and predi<SlicmS, 
ihey are fuch as wiH equally fuit ai^ age 
or country in the woild. *IUs ^mnth a 
certain ^eatiperfm mlhbe4hre(a€ned wkb 
death or fichtefi, 'This the news-papers 
will tell them ; for there we find at the 
end oi. the year, that no month pafles 

with- 
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wlthcmt the death ofCotat per^ of note ; 
and it would be hard, if it fhould -be o^ 
therwife, when there are at leaft two 
thottiknd perfbns of note in this kingdom, 
fia^y of them <Ad^ ^nd the almanack- 
maker has die liberty of chufing the fick* 
lieft feaibn of the year, w^iere he may fix 
his predi(^on. Again, this ntonth ammi' 
nent clergyman will be preferred', of which 
^e9<e may be ibme hundreds, half of them 
^itSione loot in the grave. Then, fucb a 
fiaftef infuch a boufeflfews great wiachi- 
fuUionSy ^ots and confpirMoeSy that may 
9H time he brought to light ■: after which, 
tf we hear ctf" suiy difcovery, the aftrolo^ 
'^er g^ the honour ; if not, his predic- 
>tioh ilill ftands good. And at laft, God 
freferve king William from all his open 
and fecret enemies^ amen. When if die 
•king ihould happen to have died, the 
^^Irologer -plainly fc^etold it ; otherwife 
itpafleth but for the pious ejaculation cf a 
ioyal fubje^: though it unluckily hap- 
pened in fome of their almanacks, tmrt 
-poor king William was prayed .for many 
months afber he was dead, becaufe it fell 

out, 
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.out, that he died about the be^nning of 
theyear. 

To mention no more of their imperti- 
nent predidions, what have we to do 
with their advertiiements about pills and 
drink for the venereal difeafe f or their 
mutual quarrels in yerfe and profe oiwbig 
and tory^ wherewith the ftars have little 
to do? 

Haviiig long obferved and laniented 
thefe, and a hundred other abufes of this 
art too tedious to repeat, I refolved to 
proceed in a new way, which I doubt 
not will be to the general fatisfadion of 
the kingdom : ' I can this year produce 
but a fpecimen of what I defign for the 
future ; having employed moft part oi. 
my time in adjufting and correding the 
calculations I made.fome years paft, be- 
caufe I would offer nothing to the world, 
of which I am not as fully fatisfied, a^ 
that I am now alive. For thefe two laft 
years I have not failed in above one or two 
particulars, and thofe of no very great 
moment. I exadly foretold the mifcar- 
riage at Toidon^ with all its particulars; 
and the lofs of admiral Shovely though I 
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was miftaken as to the day, placipg that 
accident about thirty-fix hours fooner 
than it happened ; but upon reviewing 
my fchemes, I quickly found the caufe 
of that error, I likewife foretold the bat- 
tle oiAltnanza to the very day and hour, 
with the lofs on both fides, and the con- 
fequences thereof. All which I fhewed 
to fbme friends many mc«iths before they 
happened, that is, I gave them papers 
fealed up, to open at fuch a time, after 
which they were at liberty Xo read them ; 
and there they found my predidions tine 
in every article, except one or two very 
jninute. 

As for the few following predidions I. 
now offer the world, I forbore to pub- 
li£h them, till I had ponfed the feveral al- 
fiaanacks for the year we are now enter- 
ed upon* I found them all in the ulual 
ftrain, arid I beg the reader will compare 
their manner with mine : aqd here I make 
bold to tell the world, that I lay the whole 
credit of my art upon the truth of thefe 
predidions ; and 1 will be content, that 
JPartridge^ and the reft of his clan, may 
lioot me for a cheat and impoftor, if I 

Vol. III. T . fail 
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fail in any fingle particular of moment. 
I believe, any man who reads this paper, 
will look upon me to be at leaft a perfon 
of as much honefty and underftanding, as 
a common maker of almanacks. I do not 
lurk in the dark ; I am not wholly un- 
known in the world ; I have fet my name 
at length, to be a mark of infamy to man- 
kind, if they fhall find I deceive them. 

In one point I muft defire to be for- 
given, that I talk more fparingly of home- 
affairs : as it would be imprudence to 
difcover fecrets of ftate, fo it might be 
dangerous to my perfon j but in finaller 
matters, and fuch as are not of publick 
confequence, I fliall be very free ; and 
the truth of my conjedures will as much 
appear from thefe as the other . As for the 
moft fignal events abroad in France^ Flan- 
ders^ Italy and Spairiy I fhall make no 
fcruple to predid them in plain terms : 
fome of them are of importance, and 
I hope I fhall feldom miftake the day they 
will happen ; therefore, I think good to 
inform the reader, that I all along make 
ufe of the old ftyle obferved in England^ 
which I deiire he will compare with that 
I of 
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of the liews-papers, at the time they re- 
late the adions I mention. 

I muft add one word more : 1 know it 
hath been the opinion of fcveral learned 
perfons, who think well enough of the 
true art of aftrology, that the ftars do 
only incline^ and not. force the adions or 
wills of men : and therefore, however I 
may proceed by right rules, yet I cannot 
in prudence fo conjfidently aflure the e- 
vents will follow exadly as I predid them. 

I hope I have maturely confidered this 
objedion, which in fome cafes is of no lit- 
tle weight* For example : a man may, 
by the influence of an over-ruling pla- 
net, be difpofed or inclined to lull, rage, 
or avarice, and yet by the force of reafon 
overcome that evil influence j and this 
was the cafe oi Socrates * : but the great 
events of the world ufually depending up- 
on numbers of men, it cannot be exped- 

* A phyfiognomift btirtg ttiem for a judgment (b remote 

brought by Socratis's fijholars from the truth, Sothites refcU- 

to examine the features of their ed him from their infult by de- 

mafler, pronounced him, ac- daring, that his natural dif- 

£ordingtothe fuks of art, pif- pofttion *as fuch as had been 

iionate, intemperate, and ii- defcribed, before it Was cor* 

bidinous ; and when he was reified by the fludy of philofo* 

reproached aad derided by phy. 
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cd they fliould all unite to crofs their in- 
clinations, for purfuing a general defign, 
wherein they unanimoufly agree, Befides^ 
the influence of the ftars reaches to many 
aftions and events, which are not any 
way in the power of reafon ; as ficknefs^ 
death, and what we commonly call acci- 
dents^ with many mxxe needkfs to re- 
peat. 

But now it is time to proceed to my 
predidtions, which I have begun t6 cal- 
culate from the time that the Jan enters 
into Aries. And this I take to be proper- 
ly the beginning of the natural year, I 
purfue them to the time, that he enter?^ 
Libra., or Ibmewhat more, which is the 
bufy period of the year. The remainder 
I have not yot adjufted, upon account of 
feveral impediments needlefs here to mea- 
tion : befides, I muft remind the reader 
again, that this is but a ipecimen of what 
I delign in fucceeding years to treat more 
at large, if I may have liberty and en- 
couragement. 

My firft predidion is but a trifle, yet 
I will mention it, to fliew how ignoranrt 
thofe fottifli pretenders to afl;rology are in 

their 
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their own concerns: it relates to Par- 
tridge the almanack-maker ; I have con- 
fulted the ftai* of his nativity by my own 
rules, and find.he will infallibly die up- 
on the 29th of March next, about ele- 
ven at night, of a raging fever ; there- 
fore I advife him to coniider of it, and 
ietde his affairs in time. 

The month of April will be obferva- 
bie for the death of many great perfons. 
On the 4th will die the cardinal de Na- 
y8;///<?j, archbifliop oi Paris: on the nth 
the young prince of Afturias, fon to the 
duke oiAnjou : on the 1 4 th a great peer of 
this realm will die at his country-houle : 
OD. the 1 9th an old layman of great fame 
for learning: and on the 23d an emi- 
cent goldfmith in Lombard-Jireet. I 
could mention others, both at home and 
abroad, if I did not confider fuch events 
.of very little ufe or inftrudion to the rea- 
der, or to the world. 

As to publick affairs : on the 7th of 
this month there will be an inliirredion 
in Daupbine, occafioned by the oppreffi- 
ons of the people, which will not be qui- 
eted in fome months. 

T 3 On 
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On the 1 5th will be a violent ftorm 
on the fouth-eaft coaft of France, which 
will deftroy many of their fliips, and fome 
in the very harbour. 

The 19th will be famous for the re- 
volt of a whole province or kingdom, ex- 
cepting one city, by which the affairs of 
a certain prince in the alUance will take a 
better face. 

May, againft common conjedures, will 
be no very bufy month in Europe, but ve- 
ry fignal for the death of the Dauphin^ 
which will happen on the 7th, after a 
fhort fit of ficknefs, and grievous tor- 
ments with the ftrangury. He dies lefs 
lamented by the court than the kingdom. 

On the Qth a marefchal of France will 
break his leg by a fall from his horfe. I 
have not been able to difcover whether 
he will then die or not. 

On the nth will begin a moft impor- 
tant fiege, which the eyes of all Europe 
will be upon : I cannot be more parti- 
cular! for in relating affairs, that fo 
nearly concern the confederates, and con- 
sequently this kingdom, I am forced to 

con- 
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confine myfelf, for feveral rea/bns very 
obvious to the reader. 

On the 1 5 th news will arrive of a ve- 
ty furprizing eventy than which nothing 
could be more unexpedled. 

- On the 19th three noble ladies of this 
kingdom will, againft all cxpediation, 
prove with child, to the great joy of their 
hufbands. « 

On the 23d a famous buffoon of the 
play-houfe will die a ridiculous death, 
fuitable to his Vocation. 

June. This month will be diftinguifh- 
ed at home, by the utter diipcrfing of 
thofe ridiculous deluded enthuuafls, com* 
monly called the prophets '^ occafioned 
chiefly by feeing the time come, when 
many of their prophecies fhould be ful- 
filled, and then finding themfelves de- 
ceived by contrary events. It is indeed 
to be admired, how any deceiver can be fo 
weak to forctcl things near at hand, 
when a very few months muft of necef- 
fity discover the impofture to all the world ; 
in this point lefs prudent than common 
alnjanack-makers, who are fo wife to 
wander in generals, and talk dubioufly, 

T 4 and 
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and leave to the reader the bufinefs (^in- 
terpreting. 

On the I ft of this month z.frencb ge- 
neral will be killed by a random fhot of 
a cannon-ball. 

On the 6th a fire will break outin the 
fliburbs of Paris, which will deftroy above 
a thoufand houfes ; and feems to be the 
fofcboding of what will happen, to the 
furprize of all Europe, about the end of 
the following month. 

On the loth a great battle will be 
fought, which will begin at four of the 
clock in the afternoon ; and laft till nine 
at night with great obftinacy, but no very 
deciQve event. I fhall not name the place, 
for the reafons aforefaid ; but the com- 
manders on each left wing will be kill- 
ed. — I fee bonfires, and hear the noife of 
guns for a viftory. 

On the 1 4th there will be a falfe report 
oixhtfrench king's death. 

On the 2oth cardinal Portocarero will 
die of a dyfentery, with great fufpicion of 
polfbn ; but the report of his intention 
to revolt to king Charles will prove felfe. 
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"July* The 6th oi this month a certain 
general will, by a glorious action, re<x>- 
vfer the reputation he loft by former mif- 
fortunes. 

On the 1 2 th a great cdmmander will 
die a prifoner in the hands of his enemies. 

On the i4.th a ihameflil difcovery will 
be made of a french jefliit, giving poiiba 
to a great foreign general ; and when he is 
put to the torture, he will make wonderful 
difcoveries. 

In ihort this will prove a month of great 
adion, if I might have liberty to relate the 
particulars. 

At home, the death of an old famous 
ienator will happen on the 1 5th at his 
country-houfe, worn with age and dif^ 
eafes. 

But that which will make this month 
memorable to all pofterity, is the death 
of the french king, Lewis the fourteenth^ 
after a week's ficknefs at MarHy which 
will happen on the 29th, about fix o'clock 
in the evening. It feems to be an efFed 
of the gout in his ftomach, followed by a 
ilux. And in three days after monfieur 

Cbamil" 
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'Chamillard will follow his mafter, dying 
luddenly of an apoplexy. 

In tlus month likewife an ambaffador 
will die in London \ but I cannot ailign the 
day. 

Auguji, The affairs of France will 
feem to fuffer no change for a while under 
the duke of Burgundy s adminiftration ; 
but the genius that animated the whole 
machine being gone, will be the caufe of 
mighty turns and revolutions in the fol- 
lowing year. The new king makes yet 
little change either in the army or the 
miniftry ; hut the libels againft his grand- 
father, that fly about his very court, give 
him uneafinefs. 

I fee an exprefs in mighty hafle, with 
joy and wonder in his looks, arriving by 
break of day on the 26th of this month, 
having travelled in three days a prodigi- 
ous journey by land and fea. In the even- 
ing I hear bells and guns, and fee the 
blazing of a thoufand boniires. 

A young admiral of noble birth does 
likewife this month gain immortal honour 
hy a great atchievement* 

The 
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The affairs of Poland are this month 
entirely fettled : Auguftus refigns his prc- 
tenfions, which he had again taken up 
for fome time ; Stanijlaus is peaceably 
pofieffed of the throne ; and the king <» 
Sweden declares for the emperor. 

I cannot omit one particular accident 
here at home ; that near the end of this 
month much mifchief will be done at 
Bartholomew fair, by the fall of a booth. 

September. This month begins with 
a very furprizing fit of fi-ofty weather, 
which will laft near twelve days. 

The pope having long languifhed laft 
month, the fwellings in his legs breaking, 
and the flefh mortifying, will die on the 
I ith inftant ; and in three weeks time, 
after a mighty conteft, be fucceeded by a 
cardinal of the imperial fsL^iiony but a na- 
tive of %ifcanyy who is now about fixty- 
one years old. 

The french army ads now wholly on 
the defenfive, ftrongly fortified in their 
trenches ; and the young french king 
/ends overtures for a treaty of peace by 
the duke oi Mantua \ which, becaufe it 

is 
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is amatter of ftate, that concerns us here 
at home, I fhall fpeak no farther of. 

I {hall add but one predidion more, 
and that in myflical terms, which fhall 
be included in a verfe out of Virgily 

Alter erit jam Tetfys^ ei altera qu£e ve- 

hat Argo 
DeleSios Heroas. 

Upon the 25th day of this month, the 
fulfilling of this predidion will be mani- 
fefl to every body. 

This is the fartheft I have proceeded 
in my calculations for the jwrefent year. 
I do not pretend, that thefe are all the 
great events, which will happen in this 
period, but that thofe I have fet down 
will infallibly come to pafs. It will per- 
haps flill be objeded, why I have not i^oke 
more particularly of affairs at home, or 
of the fuccefs of our armies abroad, which 
I might, and could very largely have 
done ; but thofe in power have wifely 
difcouraged men from meddling in pub- 
lick concerns, and I was refolved by no 
means to give the leafl offence. This I 
will venture to fay, that it will be a glo- 
rious 
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riotis campaign for the alliesy wherein the 
englijh forces, both by fea and land, will 
have their full fhare of honour : that her 
majefty queen ANNE will continue in 
health and profperity : and that no ill 
accident will arrive to any in the chief 
miniftry. 

As to the particular events I have men- 
tioned, the readers may judge by the ful- 
filling of them, whether I am on the level 
with common aftrologers ; who, with an 
old paultry cant, and a few pothooks {or 
planets, to amijfe the vulgar, have, in my 
opinion, too long been luffered to abufe 
the world : but an honeft phyfidan ought 
not to be defpifed, becaufe there are fuch 
diings as mountebarJcs. 1 hope I have 
Ibme fhare of reputation, which I would 
not willingly forfeit for a frolick or hu- 
mour : and I believe no gentleman, who 
reads this paper, will look upon it to be 
of the fame cafl or mould with the com- 
mon fcribbles that are every day hawked 
about. My fortune hath placed me above 
the little regard of writing for a few 
pence, which I neither value or want : 
therefore let not wife men too haftily 

condemn 
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condemn this eflky^ intended for a good 
dciign, to cultivate and improve an anci- 
ent art, Ir^g in difgrace hy having fallen 
into mean undcilful hand», A little time 
will determine whether I have deceived 
others or mvfclf : and 1 think it is no very 
tmreafbnabJe rcquc/l, that men would 
plea{c to fufpend their judgments till then. 
I was once of the opinion with thole, 
who deCmCe all piedidions from the ftars, 
till in the year 1686, a man of quality 
fhewed me, written in his al^um f , that 
themoU Icarnedailronomer, auytainHaU 
/ff,airuredhim, he would never believeany 
thing of the ftars influence, if there were 
not a great revolution in England in the 
year i688« Since that time I began to 
have other thoughts, and after eighteen 
yt^rs diligent fludy and application, I 
think I have no reafbn to repent of my 
pains. I Ihall detain the reader no lon- 
ger, than to let him know, that the ac- 
mnmt I dcfign to give of nextycars events, 
iltall take in the principal affairs that hap- 

't M'Um, i» (he mme of a their nsfflcs, ia keq> them in 

pmpef hook, tfl which ie wm hii femembnitce, it i« ftiU 

uUt»\ fot » ni»ft'» fficrtd* to common 'm (tune o( the fotttfft 

w/i(« duw/t • (etiU!M9 with univcrfitief. 

pen 
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pen in Europe ; ^nd if I be denied the 
liberty of offering it to my own country, 
I fhall appeal to the learned world, by 
publifhing it in Latin, and giving order 
to have it printed in Holland* 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT 

Of the Firft of 

Mr. Bkhrjiaff^ Predidions; 

BEING AN 

ACCOUNT 

Of the Deadi of 

Mr. "Partridge^ the Almanack-maker, 
Upon the 29th Inftant. 

In a Letter to a Perfon of Honour. 

Written in the Year 1708. 

My Lord, 
TN obedience to your lordfliip's com- 
•P- mands, as well as to fatisfy my own 
curiofity, I have for fome days paft en- 
quired conftantly afterPfltr/rwjg-^the alma- 
nack-maker, or whom it was foretold in 
Mr. Bickerftajf^ predid:ions, publifhed 
about a month ago, that he mould die 
the 29th inftant about eleven at night of 
a raging fever. I had fome fort of know- 
ledge of him, when I was employed in 
the revenue, becaufe he ufed every year 
to prefent me with his almanack, as he 

did 
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did bther gentlemeri, upon the fcore of 
fome little gratuity we gave him. I faw 
hiin accidehtdly once or twice ^bcrut teft 
days befofe he died, and obferved he be- 
gan very much to dtoop and languilh, 
though 1 hear, hi^ frieftds did not feem to 
dppfehend him in any danger. Abdut 
two dt three days ago he gteW ill, Waaf 
confined £rfl to his chamber, and in A 
few hours after to his bed, where f t)r. 
Cafi and Mrs. iCirleui were fent fdr to vi- 
fit, and to prefcribe to him. Upon this 
intelligence I fent thrice every day dnei 
fetvant or other to enquire after his healths 
and yefterday, about four in the afteN 
noon, Wdrd was brought me, that he Waj 
paft hopes : upon which I prevailed with 
myfelf to go and fee him, partly out of 
cdtftnrtiferation, and I confew, partly Out 
of curiofity. He knew me Very Well, 
/cefned furprized at my condefcenfidn, 
aftd made me cdrtipliments upon it, as 
vrell as he cotild in the condition he was. 
Tlie people about him faid, he had been 
for fome time delirious } but When I faW 

t Two famous quacks at that time. 

Vol. III. U him, 
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with that, but leave it to the printer, 
who takes it out of any M slrmikacky ta 
he thinks fit ; the reft was my own in- 
vention to make my almanack fell, hav- 
ing a wife to maintain, and no other way 
to get my bread ; for mending old ihoes 
is a poor livelihood ; and (added he, 
fighing) I wifh I may not have done more 
mifchief by my phyfick than my aftrolo- 
gy ; though I had fome good reeeipts 
from my grandmother, and my own com- 
pofitions were fuch, as I thought could 
at leaft do no hurt. 

I had fome other difcourfe with him, 
which now I cannot call to mind ; and 
I fear I have already tired your lordffiip* 
I (hall only add one circumftance, that 
on his death-bed he declared himfelf a. 
nonconformift, and had a fanatick prea- 
cher to be his fpiritual guide. After half 
an hour's eonverfation I took my lefEV€, 
being almoft ftifled by the clofenefs of the 
room, I imagined he could not hold out 
long, and therefore withdrew to a little 
coffee-houfe hard by, leaving a fervant ^t 
the houfe with orders to come immediate- 
ly, and tell me, as near as he could, the mi- 
nute 
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irate when ParfHi:(ge (houldexpire, which 
was not above two hours after; when, 
looking upon my watch, I found it to be 
above five minutes after feven ; by which 
it is clear that Mr. Bicker^af was miftaken 
ahnoft four hours in his calculation. In 
the other circumftances he was exadl e- 
PQUgh. But whether he hath not been the 
caufe of this poor man's death, as well as 
the predictor, may be very reafonably dif- 
puted. However, it muft be confcfled, 
the matter is odd enough, whether we 
fhould endeavour to account for it by 
cl^noe, or the effed: of imagination : for 
my own part, though I believe no man 
hath lefs faith in theie matters, yet I fhall 
wait with fome impatience, and not with» 
out foBtneexpe^ation, the fulfilling of Mf. 
BickerfiajjT^ fecond predidijEMi, that the 
(;:ardinal de NQa,illes is to die upon the 
fourth oi Aprils ai>d if that (hould be ve^ 
^ified as exadly as this of poor Partridge^ 
I muft own I (hould be wholly fiirpriz- 
cd, and at a lofs, and fhould infalUbly 
exp^ the accomplifhment of all the reft. 

U 3 *Squire 
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fthis piece being on the fame fubjeft, and very 
rare, we have thought Jit to add itj though not 
written by the fame hand. 

f^.B. In the Dublin edition it is faid to be written 
by the late N. Rowe, Efq; which is a mif- 
take : for the reverend Dr. Talden^ preacher 
oiBridewelly Mr. P^r/r/^^'s near neigh- 
bour, drew it up for him, 

'Squire BICKERST^FF Deteaed-, 

OR, THE 

Aftrological IMPOSTOR Convidted: 
BY 

JOHN PARTRIDGE, 

Student in Phyfick and Aftrology. 

TT is hard, my dear countrymen of thefe 
•■■ united nations, it is very hard, that a 
Briton born, a proteftant aftrologer, a 
man of revolution principles, an affertor 
of the Uberty and property of the people, 
ihould cry out in vain for juftice againft 
a Frenchman^ a papift, and an illiterate 
pretender to fcience, that would blaft 
my reputation, moft inhumanly bury me 
alive, and defraud my hative country of 

thofc 
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thofe fervices, which, in my double capa^ 
city, I daily offer the publick. 

What great provocations I have re-^ 
ceived, let the impartial reader judge, 
and how unwillingly, even in my own 
defence, I now enter the lifts againft falfe* 
hood, ignorance and envy : but I am ex-^ 
afperated, at length, to drag out this Ca^ 
cus f from the den of obfcurity where he 
iurks, deted him by the light of thofe 
ftars he has Co impuaently traduced, and 
fliew there is not a monfter in the fkies 
Co pernicious and malevolent to mankind, 
as an ignorant pretender to phyfick and 
aftrology. I ftiall not diredlly fall on the 
many grofs errors, nor expofe the notori- 
ous abfurdities of this proftituted libeller, 
till I have let the learned world fairly into 
the controverfy depending, and then leave 
the unprejudiced to judge of the merits 
and juftice of my caufe. 

It was towards the conclufion of the 
year 1707, when an impudent pamphlet 
crept into the world, intituled, precli^i- 
*«x, etc. fy Ifaac BickerftafF, ^; — A- 

f A thief feized in a cavern by Hcrtuht, 

U 4 mongft 



Digi 



tized by Google 



5s84 PJCK^STAFF PETECTiP. 

jnongft the rn^ny arrogant afibrtions Ui4 
down by that lying fpirit qf 4iYinatipn, h^ 
Wi^s pleafed to pitph on the qardiiwi ik 
ffqailies and myfelf, among many othe? 
f iniPQftt a^ijd illpArious perfpn^, t^t we 
to dip within the compafs of the fO^M^g 
ye^ ; and peremptorily fixes thepipntl?, 
d^y, and hour of our deaths \ this, | think, 
is fpoj-ting with great men, a^d pubUcl^ 
jrpirits, to the fcai>dal of religiqn, aiidrfir 
pTpach of power ; and if fpverfigp pfiiicef 
^i^d aftrologers muft n^ake diverfioi^ foi 
thp vulgar — ^ why then f^ew^l, % 1% 
Xq ^11 governments, ecpleljaftical an4 QJ-' 
vil. But, I thank i^y better ftay^, J ^iij 
alive to confront this falfp ap4 ^udacioij? 
predi(aor, and to make him ruis the Jiom 
he ever affronted a man of fcipnc^ gpd re-r 
fentment. The cardinal may t^^ whaf 
meafures |ie pleales v^^ith him j 48 his e^-r 
cellency is a foreigner, ^d ^ p^piftj hf 
has no reafpn to rely on me for his juftifi- 
cation ; I fhall only affure the world hf 

is alive but as he was tred tq let-. 

ters, and is mafter of a pen, let him \S^ 
it in his own defence. In the mean time 
I ihall prefent the publick with a faithful 

narrative 
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narvauve of the ungenerous treatment ^nd 
h^fd ufage I have received from the vin>" 
lent papers and nialicious practices pf thig 
pyetended aftrploger. 

4 frffe ffnd impartial account of 
the proceedings oflfaac Bicker^ 

The aSthpf Af<9rfi&> anmDom. 1708, 
bdng the night this fham-prophet had 
fo impudently fixed for my laft, which 
made little impreiTion on myfelf ; but I 
oannot anfwer fur my whole family ; for 
my wifC) with a concern more than ufual, 
prevailed on me to take fomewhat to fweat 
for a cold'; and, between the hours of 
eight and nine, to go to bed : the maid, 
as ihe was warming my bed, with a cu- 
riofity natural to young wenches, run^ 
to. the window, and aiks of one pailing 
the ftreet, who the bell tolled for ? Eir. 
Partridgey fays he, the famous almanacks 
maker, who died fuddenly this evening 3 
the poor girl provoked todd him, he lyed 
like a rafcal \ the other very fedately re-e 
plied, the Teuton had fp informed him, 

and 
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and if falfe, he was to blame for impofing 
upon a ftranger. She afked a fecond, and 
a third, as they paffed, and every one was 
in the fame tone. Now, I do not fay thefe 
are accomplices to a certain aftrological 
'fquire, and that one Bickerji<iff mi^t 
be fiiuntring thereabouts; becaufe I will 
affert nothing here, but what I dare atteft, 
for plain matter of fad. My wife at this 
fell into a violent diforder ; and I muft 
own I was a little difcbmpofed at the odd- 
nefs of the accident. In the mean time 
one knocks at my door ; Betty runs down, 
and opening, finds a fober grave perfon, 
who modeftly enquires, if this was Dr. 
Partridges} fhe taking him for fome 
cautious city-patient, that came at that 
time for privacy, fhcws him into the di- 
ning-room. As foon as I could com- 
pofe myfelf, I went to him, and was (ur- 
prized. to find my gentleman mounted 
on a table with a two-foot rule in his 
hand, meafuring my walls, and taking 
the dimenfions of the room. Pray Sir, 
iays I, not to interrupt you, have you a- 
ny bufinefs with me ? only. Sir, replies 
he, order the girl to bring me a better 

light. 
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light, for this is but a very dim one. Sir, 
fays I, my name is Partridge : oh I the 
doctor's brother, belike, cries he ; the 
ftair-cafe, I beUeve, and thefe two apart- 
ments hung in clofe mourning, will be 
fufficient, and only a flrip of bays round 
the other rooms. The dodor muft needs 
die rich, he had great dealings in his 
way for many years ; if he had no family- 
coat, you had as good ufe the efcutche- 
ons of the company, they are as Ihowifli, 
and will look as magniificent, as if he was 
defcended from the blood-royal. With 
that I aflumed a greater air of authority, 
and demanded who employed him, or 
how he came there ? Why, I was fent, 
fir, by the company of undertakers, fays 
he, and they were employed by the honeft 
gentleman, who is executor to the good 
doAor departed ; and our rafcally porter, 
I believe, is fallen faft afleep with the 
black cloth and fconces, or he had been 
here, and we might have been tacking up 
by this time. Sir, lays I, pray be advifed by 
a friend, and make the beft of your fpeed 
out of my doors, for I hear my wife's 
voice, (whiph by the by, is pretty diftin- 

guifhable) 
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guifliable) aixd in that corner of the room 
Bao4s a gcxxi cudgel, which fomcbody ha» 
felt before now ; u that light in her handi, 
and fhe know the bufineis you come about, 
without confulting the itars, I can aflure 
you it will be employed very much to 
the detriment of your perfon. Sir, criw 
he, bowing with creat civility, I per- 
ceive extreme grief for the lois of the 
dojftor diforders you a Httle at prefent, 
but early in the morning I will wait on 
you with all neceffary materials. Now I 
mention no Mr. Bkkerfiafy nor do I fay, 
that a certain ftar-ga?ing Tquire has been 
playing my executor before hi§ time ; but 
I leave the world to judge, and he that 
puts things and things fairly together, 
will npt be much wide of the maS,. 

Well, once more I got my doors clo(ed» 
and prepared for bed, in hopes of a Httl^ 
repofe after fo many rulBing adventures | 
juft as I was putting out my light in orde? 
to it, another bounces as hard as he can 
knocjk; I open the window, ^nd aik 
who is there, and what he wants? I ^m 
Ned ^<s:fixton^ replies he, and come to 
know whethe/ the dqdto^: left any order* 

for 
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for a funeral fermon, and where he is to 

be laid, and whether his grave is to bd 

plain or t>ricked ? Why, fiirah, fays I^ 

you know me well enough ; you know 

I am not dead, and how dare you afFroht 

me after this manner ? Alack-a-day, fifj 

replies the fellow, why it is in print, ai^ 

the whole town knows you are dead ^ 

why, there is Mr* ff^Aite the joiner i* but 

fitting fcrews to your coffin, he will be 

here with it in an infant : he was affaid 

ycju would hare wanted it before thi* 

time. Sirrah, firrah, fays I, you fhall 

know to-mcHToW to your coft, that I an» 

alwe, and alive like to be. Why, it ii 

ftrange, fir, fays he, you fhould make 

iiich a fecret of your death to us that are 

your neighbours ; it looks as if you had a 

def^ to defraud the church of its dues j 

and kt me tell yiiu, for one that has lived 

ic> long by the heavens, that is unhand- 

ibmely done. Mift, hifl, 6.ys another 

rogue that flood by him ; away, dodlor, 

into your flannel gear as faft as you can, 

for here is a whole pack trf" difmals com- 

iflg to you with theit black equipage, and 

kcw indecent wifl it look for you to fland 

4 fright- 
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frightening folks at your window, when 
you fhould have been in your coSia this 
three hours ? in (hort, what with under- 
takers, imbaimers, joiners, fextons, and 
your danmed elegy-hawkers upon a late 
praditioner in phyfick and aftrology, I 
got not one wink of fleep that night, nor 
jcarce a moment's reft ever fince. Now I 
doubt not, but this villainous Tquire has 
the impudence to aflert, that thefe are 
entirely ftrangers to him ; he, good man, 
knows nothing of the matter, and honeft 
J/aac Bickerfiaff, I warrant you, is more 
a man of honour, than to be an accom- 
plice with a pack of rafcals, that walk the 
ftreets on nights, and difturb good people 
in their beds ; but he is out, if bethinks 
the whole world is blind ; for there is one 
yo/fn Partridge can fmell a knave as far 
as Grubjireety — although he lies in the 
moft exalted garret, and writes himfelf 
'fquire : — but I will keep my temper, 
and proceed in the narration. 

I could not ftir out of doors for the (pace 
of three months after this, but prefently one 
comes up to me in the ftrcet ; Mr. Par-- 
tridgey that coffin you was laft buried in, I 

have 
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have not been yet paid for : dodor^ cries 
another dog, how do you think people can. 
live by making of graves for nothing ? 
next time you die, you- may even toll out 
the bell yourfelf foriV<?<:if. A third rogue- 
tips me by the elbow, and wonders, how 
I^ have the conference to fneak abroad 
without paying my funeral expences. 
Lord, fays one, I durft have fwore that, 
was honeft Dr. Partridge^ my old friend ;, 
but poor man, he is gone. I beg your 
pardon, fays another, you look fo like, 
my old acquaintance, that I, ufed to con- 
fult on fome private occafions ; but, alack^ 

he is gone the way of all flefh LoQk> 

look, look, cries a third, after a. compe-- 
tent fpace of flaring at me, would not 
one think our neighbour the almanack- 
maker was crept out of his grave to take 
the other peep at the ftars in this world,. 
. and . fhew how much he is improved in) 
fortune-telling by having taken a journey;; 
to the other ? 

Nay, the very reader of our parifh, a 
good fober, difcreet perfon, has fent two. 
or three times for me to come and be bu- 
ried decently, or fend him fufficient rea-' 

fons. 
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fons to the contraiy, or, if I have bee» 
interted in any othet parifh, to {)t-odudd 
ihy certificate, as the a^ * teqiiites. My 
poor wife is almoft run diftra6ted witn 
being called widow Poftridgi^ when (h^ 
knows it is falfe ; and once a term ihe if 
cited into the cotirt to take out letters o( 
adminiftration. But thegreateft grievance 
is, £l paultry quack, that takes up ts\j 
calling juft tinder my n^fe, and in his 
printed diredions with N. B. -f-fe.y8, hd 
lives in the houfe of the late ingenidVM 
Mr. John Partridge^ aii eminent piiadi- 
tidner in leather, phyfiek, and ^roldgy. 
But t<o (hew hdw far the wicked fpirj^ 
of envy, malice and fefentitieht cdfi 
horry fome men, my namelefs old perfe- 
cutor had provided me a mohiatafent ^ 
die ftone-cutter's, and would hiVe efeift^ 
ed it in the parifh-church } ind this pfeoi 
fA notorious and expefi^e villdny had 
adually fucceeded, if I had not ufed my 
utmoft intereft with the veftry, wh^re fe 

• Theftatuteof3oC;i7r. n. aft, and a certificate tiiereof 

for burying in woollen re- lodged with the minifter of thi 

quiF^, thatdath ihall be made parifli within eight days iiv» 

of t)ie compliance with this- interment. 

was 
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was carried at laft but by two voices, that 
I am alive. That ftratagem failing, out 
comes a long fable elegy, bedecked with 
hour-glaffes, mattocks, fculls, ipades, and 
fkeletons, with an epitaph as confidently 
written to abufe me, and my profeffion, 
as if I had been imder ground mcfc twen- 
ty years* 

And, after fuch barbarous treatment 
as this. Can the world blame me, when I 
ask, what is become of the freedom of 
an Englijbman f and where is the liberty 
and property, that my o/d glorious friend 
came over to affert ? we have drove po- 
pery out of the nation, and fent flavery 
to foreign climes. The arts only remain 
in bondage, when a man of fcience and 
charader fliall be openly infulted in the 
midfl of the many ufeful fervices he is 
daily paying the publick. Was it ever 
heard, even in Turkey or Algiers, that a 
ftate-aftrbloger was bantered out of his 
life by an ignorant impoftor, or bawled 
out of the world by a pack of villanous, 
deep-mouthed hawkers ? though I print 
almanacks, and ptiblifh advertifements ;s 
though I produce certificates under the 

Vol. III. X mini- 
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minifters and church- wardens, hands I am, 
alive, and atteft the fame on oath at quar- 
ter-leffions, out comes a full and true re- 
latbn of the death and interment oijobn 
partridge ; truth is bore down, attefta- 
tions negleded, the teftimony of Ibber 
perfons defpifed, and a man. is looked 
upon by his neighbours as if he had been, 
leven years dead, and is buried alive in 
the midft of his friends and acquain- 
tance. 

Now can any man of ccnnmon fenfe 
think it confident with theJionpurof my 
profeflion, and not much beneath the dig,- 
nity of a philofopher, to (land l^wUi>g 

before his own door ? alive I alive ho ! 

the famous Dr. Partridge! no counter- 
feit, but all alivre I as if I had the 

tvvelve celeftial monfters of the zodiackto 
fhtw within, or wa» forced for a liveli- 
hood %p turn retailer to Maj and Bar- 
tholomemi2i\Y%. Therefore, if her m?yefty, 
would but gracioufly be pleafed to think 
a hardfliip of this nature worthy her rqyal 
confideration, and the next parliament^ 
in their great wifilpm, caft^ but an eye to- 
wards the deplorable cafe of their old 
2- ., fbih- 



Digitized 



by Google 



SfdCERSTAPF DETECTED. i^§ 

phtkfnathy that anhuaHy beftows hiy poe- 
tical good widies on tliem, I am fure there 
is one Ifaac Bickerjiaff^ efqj would foon 
be truffed up for his bloody predi<5tions, 
and putting go6d fubjeds in terror of their 
lives : and that henceforward to murder 
a man by way of prophecy, and bury him 
in a' printed letter, either to a lord ot 
commoner, fhall as legally entitle him to 
the prefent pofleffion of lyburn, as if he 
robbed on the highway, or cut youi? 
throat in bed. 

I fhall demonftrate 16 the judicious, 
that France and Rome are at the bottom 
of this horrid confpii^cy againft me j and 
that Culprit aforefaid is a popifli emiflaiyj , 
has paid his vifits to St. Germains, and is 
now* in the meafures oi Lewis XIV. rfhat 
in attempting my reputation, there is a 
general maflacre of learning deligried ill 
thefe realms ; and through my fides there 
is' a wound given to all the proteftant al- 
rtariack-^makers in the urtiverfc. 

P^in^at kegira. 
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V INDI C ATI ON 

OF 

Ifaae Bickerfiaff^ Efqj 

AGAINST 

What is obje«fted to him By Mr. 'Partridge in» 
his almanack for the prefent year 1709. 

By the faid ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efqj 
Written in the Year 1709. 

'Kli R. Partridge hath been lately plea{^ 
i-^ -»• ed to treat me after a very roughr 
manner, in that which u calledy his alma- 
nack for the prelent year : fuch ufage is 
very undecent from on& gentleman to am- 
ther^ and doth not at all contribute to the 
difcovery of truth,, which ought to be the 
great end in all disputes <£ the karmd. 
To call a man fotl and villamy. and im- 
pudent fellowy only for differing from him 
in a point meerly Speculative, is, in my 
humble opinion, a very improper ftyle 
for a perfbn of hh education. I appeal to 
the learned worldy whether in my laft 
year's predictions I gave him the leaft 

provo- 
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provocadon for fuch unworthy treatment. 
Philosophers have difFered in all ages ; but 
the difcreeteft among them have always 
differed as became philofophers. Scurri- 
lity and paflion, in a controverfy among 
fcholarsy is juft fo much of nothing to the 
purpofe, and at befl, a tacit confefHon 
of a weak caufe : my concern is not fb 
much for my own reputation, as that of 
the republick of letter s^ which Mr. Par^ 
tridge hath endeavoured to wound through 
my fides. If men of publick fpirit muft 
be fupercilioully treated for their ingeni- 
ous attempts, how will true ufeful know- 
ledge be ever advanced ? I wifli Mr. Par^ 
triage knew the thoughts, which, foreign 
unvoerfities have conceived of his unge- 
nerous proceedings with me ; but I am 
too tender of his reputation to publilh 
them to the world. That fpirit of envy 
and pride, which blafts fo many rifmg 
genius's in our nation, is yet unknown a- 
mong prof effort abroad : the nccciTity of 
juftifying myfelf will excufc my vanity, 
when I tell the reader, that I have near 
a hundred honorary letters from fevcral 
parts oi Europe (fome as far as Mufcovy) 

X 3 in 
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in praife qf my performaiiGje. 3cfides fer 
veral others, whifh, as I hayp been ere^ 
dibly informed, were opened in the poft- 
office, and never fent me, It is true the 
ipquijition jn Portugal was f pleafed to 
))Wrn my predi<5lions, and condemn th^ 
author and readers of them J tu^ I hope 
^t the fame time, it will be confideFed, 
in ho\y deplorable % ftate learning lies a^ 
prefent in that kingdom ; and with the 
profoundeft veneratipn for crownqd heads ^ 
I will prefumc to add, that it a little con-^ 
pemed his majefy of Portugal to interpofe 
his authority in behalf of ^ Jgholar aaid^ 
gentleman^ the fybjed of a nation, with 
which he is now in fo flri6t an alliance, 
But the other kingdoms andft^te^ o( J^tti 
rope have treated me with more candor 
and generofity. If I had leave to prjol 
the Latin letters tranfmitted to m? ^fow 
foreign parts, they vyould fill a> vp^upie^ 
and be a fuU defence againft all that Mr, 
Partridge^ or his accomplices of the Pfr-i 
iugal inquifitiony will be ever ^b^e to ob,- 
jeft ; w|ipj by th^ way, ar? the only ene-i 

t This is fa(a, as the author was aflurcd bj; Sir Paul ^k' 
thuetty ^heu aiftbaflador to Uiait c^wn^ 
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ihies toy predidions have ever iriet with at 
home or abroad. But I hope, I know bet- 
ter what is due to the honour oiz, learned 
correjpondence iii fo tender a point. Yet 
ibmeofthofe illuftrious perfons will per- 
haps excufe me for tranfcribing a paffage or 
two in my vindication *. The moll learn- 
ed monfieur Leibnits thus addreffes to me 
his thini letter : iltujlrijftmo Bickerfiaffio 
'afiroiogics injiauratori^ 6cc. Mohfieur h 
ClerCy quoting Itiy prediftidns in a treatire 
he publifhed laft year, is pleafed to Tay; 
ita nuperrtjne Bickerjtaffim magnmn iliud 
-AngU(Z Jidm, Another grelt profeiTor 
Writing of rXity has thefe words : Bicker-^ 
fiaffiusy nohilis Anglus; ajlrologorum hu- 
jufcefceculi facile princeps. Sighior Ma^ 
giiabecchi, the gretat duhes famous libra- 
ty-kfefeper, fpends ainaoft his whole letter 
ih tompliments and praifes. It is true, the 
fthownodpfofejbr of aftronomy at Utrecki 
feertis td differ from me in One article ; 
tut it is. after the modeft manner, that 
becomes a philofbpber j as, pacQ tanii vir- 

• The quotations h«re i»- famous controverfy bctweca' 
ierted are in imitation of Dr. him and Mr. Boyju 
S<Mexi A fom« part of the 
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ri dixerim : and page 55, hefeems to lay 
the error upon the printer (as indeed it 
ought) and lays, vel forfan error typogrtH 
phiy cum alioquin Bickerftaffim virdo&iji^ 
musy &c. 

If Mr. Partridge had followed thefe 
examples in the controverfy between us, 
he might have fpared me the trouble of 
juftifying myfelf in fo publjck a manner, 
I believe no man is readier to own his er- 
rors than I, or more thankful to thof^ 
who will pleafe to inform hijn of them, 
^ut it feeois this j^entleman, inilead of 
encouraging the progrels of his owii art, is 
pleafed to look upon all attempt3 of that 
kind as an invaiioij of his province. He 
hath been indeed fo wife to make no ob-? 
jedion againll the truth of ipy predictions, 
except in one fingle point f elating to him-> 
felf : and to demonftrate how much men 
are bUnded by their own partiality, I do 
folemnly affure the reader, that he is 
the only perfon, from whom I ever heard 
that objedion olfered ; which 9on{idera« 
tion alone, I think, will take off all its 
weight. 

With my utmoft end?avowrs I have 
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not been able to trace above two objedi- 
ons ever made againft the truth of my laft 
year's prophecies : the firft was of a French 
man, who was pleafed to publifli to the 
world, that the cardinal de Noailles nibas 
fiill alpuei nopmthjianding the pretend^ 
prophecy of monjieur BiquerflafFe : but 
how far a Frenchman^ a papifi^ and an 
gmtir^ is to be believed in his own cauie 
againfl an Englijh proteftant, who is true 
-to the government, I fhall leave to the can- 
4id and impartial reader. 

The other objedion is the unhappy oc- 
ca£on (^this di{cour(e, and relates to an 
article in my prediftions, which foretold 
the death of JVfr. Partridge to happen on 
March 29, 1708. . This he is pleafed to 
contradi<^ abfolutely in the almanack he 
hath publiflied for the prefent year, and 
in that ungentlemanly manner (pardon 
the expreflion) as I have above related. 
In that work he very roundly aflerts, 
that he is not only now alive, but was like- 
wife alifue upon that very 29th of March^ 
when I had foretold he Jhould die. This is 
the flibjed of the prelent controverly be- 
tW^^ VS ; >vhich I defign to handle with 
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all brevity^ peril^icuity, and calmiiels: 
in this diljmte, I am fenfible the eyes not 
xmiy o( EnglanJy but of all Europe, SviU 
be upon us ; and the learned in every 
country will, I doubt not, take part ort> 
that fide, where they find tiioft appear- 
ance of reafon and truth. 

Without entering into criticifins of 
chronology about the hour of his death, I 
fliall only prove that Mr. Partridge is not 
alive. And my firft argumeht is thus : 
above a thoufand gentlemen having bought 
his almanacks for this year^ merely to 
find what he faid agaiiift me ; at every 
line they read, they would lift Up theii^ 
eyes, and cry out, betwixt rage arid laUgh-- 
ter, they were fur e no man alive ever writ 
fuch damned fluff as this. Neither did I 
ever hear that opinion difputed : h that 
Mr. Partridge lies under a dilemma^ ei- 
ther of difowning his alnianack, or allow- 
ing himfelf to be no fHdn aliv^. But now 
if an uninformed carcafe walks ftill about, 
and is plea^fed to call itkU Par^idg^x ^^' 
Bickerflaff dots not think himfetf arty Way' 
anfwerable for that. Neither had the fki<f 
carcde any right to beat the poor boyy 
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who happened to pais by it in tiie ftreet, 
crying, a full and true account of Dr, 
Partridge V deafh^ 3&c, 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends ta 
tell fortynes, and recover ilolen goods ; 
'jvhich all the pariOi fay$, he muft do by 
<?pnver{ing with the devil and other evil 
fpirits : and. no wife man will ever allow, 
. he could converfe perfonally with either, 
till after he was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be 
d?ad ovt of his own almanack for this 
vear, and from the very paffage, which 
he prodyceth to make us think him alive, 
lie there fays, he is not only new alivcy 
but was alfo alive upon that very iqth of 
March, which I foretold he Jhould die on ; 
by this, he declares his opinion, that a 
man may be alive now, who was not a- 
live a twelvQmcnth ago. And indeed, 
there lies the fophiftry of his argument. 
He dares not afTert, he ^vas alive ever 
iince that a 9 th c£ M^rch, but that he is 
mwaliviy and 'waifi on tbg,t day ^ I, grant 
the latter ; for be did not die till night, 
us appears, by the printed account of his 
d^thj in. a letter tQ a kr^-^ and whether. 
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he be fince revived, I leave the world to 
judge. This indeed is perfed cavilling, 
and I am afhamed to dwell any longer 
upon it. 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr. Par^- 
tridge himfelf, whether it be probable I 
cx>urd have been {o indi(creet, to begin my 
predidions with the only falihood, that 
ever was pretended to be in them ; and 
this in an afFair at home, where I had ib 
many opportunities to be exad ; and muft 
have given fuch advantages againft me to 
a perfon of Mr. Partridges wit and learn- 
ing, who, if he could poiTibly have raifed 
one fingle objedionmore againft the truth 
of my prophecies, would hardly have (pa* 
red me. 

And here I muft take occafion to re- 
prove the above-mentioned writer of the 
relation of Mr. Partridgis death, in a 
letter to a lord; who was pleafed to tax 
me with a miftake oifour whole hours in 
my calculation of that event. I muft con- 
fels, this cenfure pronounced with ah air 
of certainty, in a matter that fo nearly 
concerned me, and by a grave judicious 
author t moved me not a litue. But though 
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1 was at that time out of town, yet feveral 
of my friends, whofe cnriolity had led 
them to be exa Aly informed (for as to my 
own part, having no doubt at all in the 
matter, I never once thought of it) afTured 
mey I computed to fomething under half 
an hour ; which (I fpeak my private opi- 
nion) is an error of no vay great magni- 
tude, that men fhould raife a clamour 
^>out it. I ihall only fay, it would not 
be amifs, if that author would henceforth 
be more tender of other mens reputation 
as well as his own. It is well there were 
no more miftakes of that kind ; if there 
had, I prefume he would have told me 
of them with as little ceremony. 

There is one objection againft Mr. Par- 
tridge\ death, which I have fometimes^ 
met with, though indeed very ilightly 
offered, that he ftill ccmtinues to write 
almanacks. But this is no more than, 
what is common to all of that profeflion ;. 
Gadbury^ po9r Robirty Dove^ Wing-, and 
feveral others, do yearly publiflir their al- 
manacks, though feveral of them have 
been dead fince before the revoliitim. 
Now the natural reafon of this I take to 
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^e> that wliercas it is th« privilbge of ck 
ther authors fo live afie*- thir deaths ; al-= 
mjanack-makers are alone excllided, be- 
caufe thfiif difl^rtationis treating onfy up- 
on the minutes as they pals, become ufe- 
lefe as thofe go off. In- confideration of 
which, time^ whofe rtgifiers they are, 
gives them- a leafe intevei^fion, to conti- 
nue their works after dieir death. 

I (hould not have given the publick of 
myfclf the trouble of this vindication, if 
my name had not been made ufe of by 
feveral perfons, to whom I never lent it j 
one of which, a few days ago, was pleafed 
to father on me a new fettof predidtions. 
But I think thefe are things too ferious 
to be trifled with. It grieved" me to the 
heart, when I- faw my labours, which had- 
coft me fo much thought and watching^ 
bawled about by common hawkers, which 
I.only intended for the weighty confidera- 
tion of the graveft perfons. This preju- 
diced the world fo much at firft, that fe- 
veral of my friends had the afluraricc to 
aik me, whether I were in jeft ? to which 
I only anfwered coldly, that the eiient- 
would Jbew, But it is thet^ntof ottf 
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a^e and nation, to turn things .of the 
greateft importance into ridicule. When 
the end of the year had verified all my 
prediSitons^ out comes Mr. Partridges al- 
manack, difputing the point of his death j^ 
fo that I am employed, like the general 
who was fQrcQd,Uo kill his. enemies twice 
oyer, whom a necromancer had raifed. to ^ 
life. If Mr. Partridge, hath pradtifed the 
fame experiment upon himlelf, and be 
again, alive, long may he continue, (gk; 
that doth not in the leaft cpntradidt 
my veracity: but I think. I have: clearly- 
proved, by invipcible demonfiration^ that 
he died at f^irtheft within half an hour of 
the time I foretold j and, not fqiy hqur^ 
fooner, as the abovementioned author, in 
hif letter tp a loril, hath malicioufly fug- 
gefted, with defign to blaft my credit by 
charging me vyith fp grofe a miftake. 
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FAMOUS PREDICTION 

OF 

ME R L IN, 

The Britijb Wizard. 

Written above a Thou&nd Years ago, and 
relating to tlie Year 1 709. 

With Explanatory Notes, hj T.N. Fhiloina&. 

T AST year was publifhed a paper of 
^ predidions, pretended to bcwrktcix 
by one Ifaac Bickerftajfy efq; but the true 
defign of it was to ridicule the art ofafbo' 
logy, and expoie its profeilbrs as ignorant 
or impoftors. Againft this imputattoOy 
Dr. Partridge hath leamedlv vindicated 
bimfelf in his almanack for tnat year. 

For a farther vindication of this famous 
art, I have thought fit to prefent the 
world with the following prophecy. The 
original is laid to be of the famous Mer^ 
Im, who lived about a thouiand years a« 
eo ; and the following tranflation is two 
hundred years old, for it feems to be 
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Written near the end of i/^»ry tliefeventh*s 
reign. I found it in an old edition of Mer- 
lins prophecies, imprinted at London by 
yohn Hawkins in the year 1530, page 3 9. 
I fet it down word for word in the old 
orthography, and fhall take leave to fub- 
join.a few explanatory notes. 

i^etoen atiD %tn al^D^D to i^ne, 
€)f iTraunce |)er CCCloe tftts isi tDe 

2^lfte Um Uietpng ^l)oes( ne l^o^^ 

3D|)en comptft foottfte, 3cl) unDer- 

HonDe, 
iFrom SCottme of ^tofie to fettpn 

HoitOe, 
:an !)etOie Ctjpftan, Iboe t!)e flpornr 
Xo iTraiince, tijat eber |)e lba0 

born. 
Snjen 0)aU tfte jFpae belljeple t)i0 

BoCTe ; 
iBor CDall grin Betr?0 ntaHe up 

tl;e node. 

Y potifif 
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gonge ^pmnele ftall again mif* 

tHxxvt : 
Znr^ 5l^orUidp0 i^rpD again ftall 

maxxtp. 
;anD from tfteXteetbftereBlofums 

feele, 
aaipe jTruit ftall come, anD all in 

tbele, 
iaeaums Aall oaunce i^onDe in 

l^onue, 
;ani^ it 0)all De merrpe in oiu Sttff* 

lonDe, 
Xl&en oio Singlonoe ftall H no 

more, 
:^D no £@an 0mli be fotie t|)ere^ 

fore* 
d^erpon Aall |>abe tl^xtt^tus a^^ 

gapne, 
Xill ij^apiBflJUtffe maftptft tftem ftitt 

tlbapne* 

Explanatory Notes. 

^t^en anO %tn. This line defcribes 
the year when thefe events fhall happen. 
Seven and ten makes feventeen, which I 
explain feventeen hundred, and this num- 
ber 
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ber added to nine, makes the year we 
arc now in ; for it muft be underftood 
of the natural year, which begins the firlt 
of y.anuary. 

3Camj»0 iaebere ttb?0, ^c. The 

river Thames frozen twice in one year, ib 
as meh to walk on it, is a very fignal ac- 
cident, which perhaps hath not fallen out 
for feveral hundred years before, and is 
the reafon why Ibme aftrologers have 
thought, that this prophecy could never 
be fulfilled, becaufe they imagined fuch 
a thing would never happen in our cli- 
mate. 

jTrom STolbn of i%toffe, ^c This 

is a plain defignation of the duke of 
Marlborough : one kind of ftufF ufed to 
fatten land is called Mark^ and every bo- 
dy knows that Borough is a name for a 
town ; and this way of expreffion is af- 
ter the ufual dark manner of old aftrolo- 
gical predidions. 

ITljen fijall tl)e iPpflie, ^^. By the 

fifl^i is underftood the daufbinoi France^ 

.Y 2 as 
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as theif kings eldeft fons are called : it h 
here faid, he fliall lament the lofs of the 
duke oi Burgundy y called the Bojfe^ which 
is an old englijh word for hump-Jhouldery 
or crook-back^ as that duke is known to 
be; and the prophecy feems to mean, 
that he fhould be overcome or flain. By 
the^r«» berry Sy in the next line, is meant 
the. young duke oi Berry ^ the dauphmz 
third fon, who (hall not have valour or 
fortune enough to fupply the loi& of his 
eldeft brother. 

SOttfle*pmnele,^f. By Symnele- 
is meant the pretended prince of JVales^ 
who, if he offers to attempt any thing a- 
gainft Englandy fhall mifcarry as he did 
before. Lambert Symneie is the name of 
a young man, noted in our hiftories for 
perfonadng the fon (as I remember) of 
Edward the fourth. 

:anD iBOtlbap ^X^, ^c. I can- 
not guefs * who is meant by Norway s 
fride, perhaps the reader may, as welt 
as the fenfe of the two following lines. 

* Queen Armt^ ■ < • . 
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Heaumg ftall, ^c. Reaums, or, 
as the word is now,, realms, is the old 
name for kingdoms : and this is a very plain 
prediction or our happy uniofty with the 
felicities that fhall attend it. It is added, 
that Old England fhall be no more, and 
yet no man fliall be forry for it. And in- 
deed, properly fpeaking, England is now 
no more, for the whole ifland is one king- . 
dom under the name of Britain. 

45et?tin 0)dU, &'.c. This predidion, 
though fomewhat obfcure, is wonderful- 
ly adapt. Geryon h iaid to have been a 
king of Spain, whom Hercules flew. It 
was a fiftion of the poets, that he had 
three heads, which the author fays he 
fliall have agam : that is, Spain fliall have 
three kings 5 which is now wonderfully 
verified ;" for befidcs the king of Portu- 
gal, which properly is part oi Spain, there 
are now two rivals, for Spain, Charles and 
Philip : but Charles being defcended from 
the count oi Hapjhurgh, founder of the 
Aufirian family, fliall foon make thofe 
heads but two by overturning Philip^ 
and driving him out oi Spain, 

y 3 Some 
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Some of thefe predidions are already 
fulfilled ; and it is highly probable the reft 
may be in due time ; and I think, I have 
not forced the words by my explication 
into any other fenfe, than what they will 
naturally bear. If this be granted, I am 
fure it muft be alfo allow'd, that the au-^ 
thor (whoever he were) was a perfon of 
extraordinary fagacity ; and that aftrology 
brought to fuch perfe^on as this is by 
no means an art to be defpifed, whatever 
Mr. Bickerftaffj or other merry gentlemen 
are pleafed to think. As to the tradition 
of thefe lines having been writ in the orir- 
ginal by Merlin^ I confefs I lay not much 
weight upon it ; but it is enough to juftify 
their authority, that the book from whence 
I have tranfcrib'd them, was printed 1 70 
y^rs ago, as appears by the title«page. 
For the fatisfadion of any gentleman, who 
may be either doubtful of the truth, or 
curious to be informed ; I Qiall give order 
to have the very book fent to the printer 
ef this paper, with diredions to let any- 
body fee it that pleafes, b^caufe I beljeve 
it is petty f^l^cq, 

AMEPI-. 
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MEDITATION 

UPON A 

B R O O M-S TICK. 

According tx) the ftyle and manner of the 
honourable Robert Boyle ^ Meditations *. 

'TpHIS fingle flick, which you now be- 
•*- hold inglorioufly lying in that neg- 
kdted corner, I once knew in a flourim- 
ing ftate in a foreft : it was full of fap, 
full of leaves, and full of boughs : but 
cow in vain does the bufy art of man pre- 
tend to vye with nature, by tying that 
withered bundle of twigs to its fkplefs 
trunk : it is now at beft but the reverfe of 
what it was, a tree turned upfide down, 
the branches on the earth, and the root in 
the air J it is new handled by every dirty 
wench, condemned to do her drudgery, 
and by a capricious kind of fate, deftined 
to make other things clean, and be nafty 
itfelf : at length worn to the ilumps in 

• The fword of wit like the way : but fharp and irrtjtftble 

fey the of time cuts down friend as the edge of k may be, Mr. 

and foe, and attacks eVery ob- Boylt will always remain i»v»/* 

jedt that accidentally lies in its neraBle. Orrsry. 
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the fervice of the maids, it is either thrown 
out of doors, or condemned to the laft ufe, 
of kindling a fire. When I beheld this, I 
iighed, and faid within myfelf, i^Uttl^ 

mortal S^m Ui a Broom^licft i na- 

ture fent him into the world ftrong and 
lufty, in a thriving condition, wearing his 
own hair on his head, the proper branches 
of this reafoning vegetable, until the axe 
of intempca-ance has lopped off his green 
boughs, and left him a withered trunk : 
he then flies to art, and puts on SLperriwig, 
valuing himfelf upon an \mnatural bun- 
dle of hairs, all covered with powder, 
that never grew on his head ; but now 
ihould this our broom-'Jiick pretend to en- 
ter the fcene, proud of thofe birchen Ipoils 
it never bore, and all covered with duft, 
though the fweepings of the fineft lady*s 
chamber, we fhould be apt to ridicule and 
defpife its vanity. Partial judges that we 
are of our own excellencies, and other 
men*s defaults ! 

But a broom-fiick^ perhaps you will lay, 
is an emblem of a tree Aanding on its 
head ; and pray what is man, but a toply- 
t^irvey crejiture, his animal faculties per- 
petually 



Digi 



tized by Google 



A MEDITATION, &c 317 

petually mounted on his rational, his 
head where his heels fhould be, groveling 
on the earth ! and yet, with all his faults, 
he fets up to be an univerfal reformei* 
and corrector of abufes, a remover of grie- 
vances, rakes into every flut's comer of 
nature, bringing hidden corruptions to the 
light, and raifes a mighty duft where there 
was none before, fharing deeply all the 
while in the very fame pollutions he pre- 
tends to fweep aways his laft days arc 
fpent in flavery to women, and generally 
the leaft deferving ; till worn to the ftumps, 
like his brother 6efom, he is either kicked 
out of doors, or made ufe of to kindle 
flames for others to warm themfelves by. 
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For cofredting, improving, and afceruining the 

ENGLISH TONGUE. 

In a letter to the mdl honourable Robert earl of 
O)cford and Mortimer t lord high trcafurer ai Great- 
Britain. 

Ito the mofi honourable Robert earl of 

Oxford, etc, 
. My Lord, 

WH A T I had the honour of mention- 
ing to your lordfhip fome time ago 
in ccMiverfation, was not a new thought, 
juft then ftarted by accident or occaiion, 
but the refult of long refledion, and I 
have been confirmed in my fentiments 
by the opinion of fome very judicious per- 
fons, with whom I confulted. They all 
agreed, that nothing would be of greater 
ufe towards the improvement of know- 
ledge and politenefs, than fome effedlual 
method ioi correBingy enlarging ^ and afcer- 
taining our language ; and they think it a 
work very poflible to be compaffed under 
thcprotedion of a prince, the countenance 
2 and 
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and encouragement of a miniftry, and the 
care of proper pcrfons choien for fuch an 
undertaking. I was glad to find your lord- 
fhip's anfwer in fo diiFerent a ftyle, from 
what hath been commonly made ufe of 
on the like occafions for fome years paft, 
Thai all fuch thoughts muji be deferred to 
a time of peace : a topick which fome have 
carried fo far, that they would not have 
us by any means think of preferying our 
civil or religious conftitution, becaufe we 
are engaged in a war abroad. It- will 
be among the diftinguiftiing marks of 
your miniftry, my lord, that you have a 
genius above all iiich regards, and that 
no reafonable propofal for the honour, the 
advantage, or the ornament of your coun- 
try, however foreign to your more imme- 
diate office, was ever negleded by you. 
I confefs the merit of this candour and 
condefcenlion is very much leffened, be- 
caufe your lordftiip hardly leaves us room 
to offer our good wifhes; removing all 
our difficulties, and liipplying our wants, 
fafter than the mcA vHionary projector 
can adjuft his fchemes. And therefore, 
piy Iwd, the dei^gn of this paper is not fo 

much 
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much to offer you ways and means^ as to 
complain of a grievance^ the redrcfling 
of which is to be your own work as much 
as that of paying the nations debts y or o- 
pening a trade into the Soutb-Sea ; and 
though not of fuch immediate benefit, as 
either of thefe, or any other of your glo- 
rious adions, yet perhaps in future ages 
not lefs to your honour. 

My lord, I do here in the name of all 
the learned and polite perfbns of the na- 
tion complain to your lordfhip as firft 
fnmifler, that our language is extremely 
imperfed; that its <kily improvements 
are by no means in proportion to its daily 
corruptions ; that the pretenders topolifn 
and refine it have chiefly multiplied abu- 
fes'and abfurdities; and, that in many 
inftances it offends againft every part of 
grammar. But lefl your lordfhip fhould 
Slink my cenfure too fevere, I mall take 
leave to be more particular. 

I believe your lordfhip will agree with 
me in the reafbn, why our language is lefs 
refined than thofe of Italy, Spain, or 
France, *Tis plain, that the Latin tongue 
in its purity was never in this ifland, to- 
wards 
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wards the conqueft of which few or no 
attempts were made till the time oiClaudi- 
us j neither was that language ever fb vul- 
gar in Britain^ as it is known to have been 
m Gaulzxid. Spain. Further, we find that 
the Roman legions here were at length 
all recalled to help their country againfl 
the Gothsy and other barbarous invaders. 
Mean time the Britains left to ihift for 
theiiifelves, and daily harrafTed by cruel 
inroadt from the PiSis, were forced to 
call in the Saxons for their defence; who 
confequently reduced the greateft part of 
the iiland to their own power, drove the 
Britains into the moft remote and moun- 
tainous parts, and the reft of the country 
in cuftoms, religion, and language, became 
wholly Saxon* This I take to be the 
reafbn, why there are more Latin words 
remaining in the Britijh tongue than in 
the old Saxon, which, excepting ibme 
few variations iii the orthography, is the 
lame in moft original words with our pre- 
fent Englijh-, as well ^s with the German 
and other Northern dialers. 

Edward the Confeffor, having lived 
long in France, appears to be the firft who 

intro-^ 
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introduced any miacture of the. French 
tongue with the Saxon ; the court affeding 
what the prince was fond of, and others 
taking it up for a fafliion, as it is now 
with us. JVilliam the Conqueror proceed- 
ed much further ; bringing over with him 
vaft iiumbers of that nation, fcattering 
them in eveiy mdnaftery, giving them 
great quantities of land, direc^ng all 
pleadings to be in that language, and 
endeavouring to make it univerfal in the 
kingdom. This at leaft is the opinion 
generally received : but your lordfliip hath* 
fiilly convinced me, that the French tongue 
made yet a greater progrefs here under 
Harry the Second^ who had large terri- 
tories on that continent both from his 
father and his wife, made frequent jour- 
neys and expeditions thither, and was al- 
ways attended with a number of his coun- 
trymen, retainers at his court. For fome 
centuries after there was a cbnftant inter- 
courfe between France and England^ by 
the dominions we poflefled there, and 
the conquefts we made ; (o that our lan- 
guage between two and three hundred 
years ago feems to have had a greater 

mix.- 
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mixture with French than at prefent ; 
many words having been afterwards re- 
jeded, and fome fince the time of Spen- 
cer ; although we have ftill retained not z. 
few, which have been long antiquated 
in France. I could produce feveral in- 
flances of both kinds, if it were of any 
ufe or entertainment. 

To examine into the feveral circumftan- 
ces by which the language of a country 
may be alter'd, would force me to enter 
into a wide field. I fhall only obferve, that 
the Latiny the French ^ and the Englijh^ 
fcem to have undergone the lame fortune. 
The firft, fi-om the days of Romulus to 
thofe of Julius Cafar, fuffered perpetual 
changes : and by what we meet in thofe 
authors who occalionally fpeak on that 
fiibjed, as well as from certain fragments 
of old laws, it is manifeft that the Latin 
three hundred years before Tully was as 
unintelligible in his time, as the Englijh 
and French of the fame period are now ; 
and thefe two have changed as much 
fince William the Conqueror (which is but 
little lefs than feven hundred years) as the 
Imatin appears to have done in the like 

term. 
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term. Whether our language or the 
French will decline as fail as the Roman 
did, is a queftion, that would perhaps ad^ 
mit more debate than it is worth. There 
were many reafbns for the corruptions of 
the laft : as, the change of their govern- 
ment to a tyranny, which ruined the flu* 
dy of eloquence, there being no further 
life or encouragement for popular orators : 
their giving not only the freedom of the 
city, but capacity for employments, to 
feveral towns in Gaul^ Spaifty and Ger- 
matryy and other diflant parts, as far as 
Afia ; which brought a great number of 
foreign pretenders into Rome: the ila- 
vifh difpofition of the fenate and people, 
by which the wit and eloquence of the 
age were wholly turned into panegyrick, 
the moft barren of all fubjeds : the great 
corruption of manners, and introdu<^on 
of foreign luxury, with foreign terms to 
exprefs it, with feveral others, that might 
be afligned ; not to mention thofe inva- 
fions from the Goths and Vandals^, which 
are too obvious to infill on. 

The roman language arrived at great 

pcrfedion, before it began to dct:ay : and 
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tlie French for thefe kft fifty years hath 
been polifliing as much as it will bear^ 
and appears to be declining by the natural 
inconftancy of that people, and the af- 
fe<ftation of fomc late authors to intro- 
duce and multiply cant words, which 
is the moft ruinous corruption in any Ian- 
gui^. La Bruyerey a late celebrated 
Writer among them, makes ufe of many 
nfew terms, which are not to be found 
in any of the common di<^ionaries before 
his time. But the Englijh tongue is not arri- 
ved to fuch a degree of pcrfeftion, as to 
make us apprehend any thoughts of its de- 
cay ; and if it were once refined to a cw- 
tain ftandard, perhaps there might be ways 
found out to fix it for ever, or at leaft 
till we are invaded and made a conqueft 
by fome other ftate ; and even then our 
beft writings might probably be preferved 
with care, and grow into efteem, and the 
authors have a chance for immortality. 
> But without fuch great revolutions as 
thefe (to which we are, I think, Icfsfiib- 
je<Sl than kingdoms upon the continent) 
I iee no abfblute meceflity ^vhy any Ian- 
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guage fliould be perpetually changing j 
for we find many examples to the con- 
trary. From Homer to Plutarch are a- 
bove a thoufand years ; fo long at leaft 
the purity of the Greek tongue may be 
allowed to laft, and we know not how 
far before^ The Grecians fpread their 
colonies round all the coafls of Afia Mi- 
nuTt even to the Northern parts lying 
towards the, Euxtne^ in every ifland of 
the Migaan fea, and feveral others in the 
Mediterranean ; where the language was 
jweferved entire for many ages, after they 
thenc^elves. became colonies to Rome, and 
till they were over-run by the barbarous 
nations upon the fall of that Empire. 
The Chinefe have books in their language 
above two thoufand years old, neither 
have the frequent conquefls of the Tar- 
tars been able to alter it. The German^ 
Spanijhy and Italian, have admitted few 
or no changes for fome ages pafl. The 
other languages oi Europe I know no- 
thing of; neither is there any occafion tfr 
confider them. 

Having taken this compafs, I return 
.ta thofe confiderations upon our own Ian- 
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guage, which I would humbly ofFer your 
Iprdfhip. The period, wherein the Eng- 
lip tongue received moft improvement, 
I take to commence with the beginning 
of queen Elizabeth\ reign, and to con- 
clude with the great rebellion in forty- 
two. 'Tis true, there was a very ill tafte 
both of ftyle and wit, which prevailed 
under king James the firft ; but that feems 
to have been correded in the firft years 
of his fucceflbr, who, among many o- 
ther qualifications of an excellent prince, 
was a great patron of learning. From 
the civil war to this prefent time, I am 
apt to doubt whether the corruptions in 
our language have not at leaft equalled 
the refinements of it ; and thefe corriip- 
tions very few of the beft authors in our 
age have wholly efcaped. During the 
ufurpation, fuch an infufion of enthufi- 
aftic jargon prevailed in every writing, as 
was not lliaken off in many years after. 
To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs 
which entered with the reftoration, and 
from infeding our religion and morals 
fell to corrupt our language ; which laft 
was not like to be much improved by 

Z 2 thofe 
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thoTe, who at that time made up the court 
of king Charles^ lecond ; either fiich, 
who had followed him m hi» bani{hment>, 
«r who had been altogether converfant in 
the dialed of thofe fanatic times ; or 
joungmen, who!had been educated in the 
&me country ; fb that the court, which 
ufed to be the ftandard of propriety and 
correffcnefi of fpeech, wa» then, ^kI, I 
^nk,^ hath ever iuice continued the 
worfl (chool in Ef^land for that accom* 
pli(hment ; and fb will remain, till bet-- 
ter care be taken in the education of our 
young nobility, that they may fet out in- 
to the world with fome foundation of li- 
terature, in order to qualify them for 
patterns of politcnefe. The confequence 
of this defe«9: upon our language may 
appear from the plays, and other compo- 
fitions written for entertainment within*, 
fifty years pail ; filled witha fiiccefiion oF 
^affededphrafes, and new conceited words, 
either borrowed from the current ftyle of 
the court, or from; thofe, who under the 
chara<aer of men of wit and pleafure 
pretended to give the law. Many of diefe 
refinements have ak:eady beeabng and- 

quated>. 
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quated, and are now hardly intdligiUe; 
which i&no wonder, when they were the 
produd only'of ignorance and caprice. 

I have never known this great town 
without one or more dunces of figure, 
who had credit enough to give rife to fome 
new wsord, and propagate it in moft con* 
veriations, though it had neither humour 
nor fignificancy* If it ilruck the pre fent 
taile, it was ibon transferred into the 
plays and current fcribbles of the week, 
and became an additic»i to our language j 
while the men of wit and learning, in-» 
0ead of early obviating foch corruptions, 
were too often (educed to imitate and 
comply with them. 

There is another fett of men, who have 
contributed very much to the fpoiUng of 
the Englijh tongue ; I mean the poets 
from the time of the reftoration. Thefe 
gentlemen, although they could not be 
infcnfible how much our language was 
already overftoeked with monofyllables, 
yet tp lave time and pains introduced 
that barbarous cuftom of abbreviating 
wiwds, to fit them to die meafure of their 
vcrfes; and this they have frequently 
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done fo very injudicioufly, as to form 
fuch harfh unharmonious founds, that 
none but a northern ear could endure t 
they have joined the moft obdurate con-^ 
fonants withput one intervening vowel, 
only to fhorten a fy liable: and their 
tafte in time became fo depraved, that 
what was at firft a poetical licehfe not 
to be juftified, they made their choice, 
alledging, that the words pronounced at 
length founded faint and languid. This 
was a pretence to take up the fame cuf- 
tom in profe : fo that moft of the hooks 
we fee now-a-days, are full of thofe 
manglings and abbreviations. Inftances 
of this abufe are innumerable : what does 
your lordfhip think of the words, drudg^dy 
diflurFdy rehuKdy fiedgd^ and a thou- 
fand others every where to be met with 
in profe as well as verfe ? Where by leav- 
ing out a vowel to fave a fyllable we 
form fp jarring a found, and fb difHcult 
to utter, that I have often wondered how 
it could ever obtain. 

Another caufe (and perhaps borrowed 
from the former) which hath contributed 
|jQt a little to ^e maiming pf oi^rlan-i 
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gudge, is a foolifh opinion, advanced of 
late years, that we ought to fpell exa£kljr 
aswefpeak; which, beiide the obviousi 
inconvenience of utterly, deftroying our 
etymology, would be a thing we fhould 
never fee an end of. Not only, the fe- 
veral. towns and counties of England 
have a different way of pronouncing, but 
even here in London they clip their 
words after one manner about the court, 
another in the city, and a third in the 
Suburbs : and in a few years, it is pro- 
bable, will all differ from themfelves, a$ 
faocy or faftuon fhall dired : all which 
r^uced to writing would entirely con- 
found, orthography. Yet many people 
are io fond of this conceit, that it is fome- 
tiraes a difficult matter to read modern 
books and pamphlets j where the words 
are fo curtailed, and varied from their 
original fpelling, that whoever hath been 
ufed to plain Englijh^ will hardly know 
them by fight. 

Several young men at the uniyerfities, 
terribly poffeffed with the fear of pedan- 
try, run into a worfe extreme, and think 
all politcnefs to confift in reading the 

Z 4 daily 



Digi 



tized by Google 



5S2 A LETTER TO THE 

daily trafh fent down to them from hence \ 
this they cslXknomftg the worid, and read- 
ing men and manners. Thus f\irni(he4 
they come up to town, reckon all their 
toors for accompHfhments, borrow the 
neweft fett of phrafes ; and if they tak^ 
a pen into their hands, all the odd words 
they have picked up in a cdFee-houfei 
or a gaming oidinary, are produced a« 
flowers of %le; and the orthography re^ 
fined to the utmoft. To this we owe 
thoie monftrous productions, which un-r 
der the name oitrips^ fpi^i amufeimnts^ 
and other conceited ^peUations, have 
over-run us for fome years paft. To thi$ 
we owe that ftrange race of wits, who 
tell us^ rfiey write to the humour eftba 
age. Andlwiflilcouldfay, thefe quaint 
fopperies w^re wholly abffent from graver 
fubjeds. In fliort, I would undertake tQ 
ihew your lordfhip feveral pieces, wher^ 
the beauties of this kind are fo predomi- 
nant, that with all your ikill in lan- 
guages you could never be able to read 
or undertlaftd them. 

But I am very much miftaken, if many 
of th?fe falfe refinements ^mong us dq 
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not arife from & principle, which would 
quite deftroy their credit, if it were well 
ufiderftood and conlldered. For I am 
afraid) my lord, that with all the real 
good qualities) of our country we ane 
naturally not very polite. This perpe- 
tual difpodtion to fhorten eur words, by 
retmi^hing the vowels, is nothing elle 
^t a tendency to lapfe into the barbarity 
of thole northern nations, from whom we 
are defcended, and whqfe languages la- 
bour all tinder the fame defeat. For ife 
is worthy our obftrvation, that the Spei^ 
niar^iy the Frtmb, and xkt Italians ^ al- 
though deri?^ ^m the fame northern 
^nccSors with ourfelves, are with the 
tXtmc^ difikulty^ taught to pronounce 
<^r word», Whichthei^W^i?^ andZ>^i!;/«;, 
as Well as die Germans and the Dutcbi 
attain to with eale, becaufe our lyllables 
refembk theirs in the roughnefs and fre- 
qu^cy of confonants. Now, as we 
nruggle with an ill climate to improve 
0iieiibblcr kinds erf" fruits, are at the ex- 
pence of walls to receive and reverberate 
the feint rays of the fun, and fence 
^gainft the noHbern bldfts, we ibmetimea' 
- . by 
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by the help of a good foil equal the pro- 
dudion of, warmer countries, who have 
no need to be at fo much cofl and care. 
It it the fame thing with refped to the 
politer arts among us ; and the fame de- 
fed of heat which gives a fiercenefs to our 
natures, may contribute to that rougjmels 
of our language, which bears fome ana-. 
logy to the har^h fruit of(<2older countries.. 
For I do not reckon that we want a ge- 
mus more than the reft of our neighbours : 
but your lordfhip will be qf my. opinioi^ 
that we ought to ftrii^gle with thefe na-. 
tural difadvantages as much as we can, 
and be careful whom we employ, when- 
ever we defign to corred them, which is 
a work that has hitherto been afllimed by 
the leaft qualified hands. So that if thie 
choice had been left to me, I would 
rather have trufted the refinement of 
our language, as far as it relates to found, 
to the judgment of the womep, than of 
illiterate court-fops, half-witted poets, and. 
univer^ty^bpyis. For it is plain, thatwo-r 
men in their manner of corrupting words 
do naturally djfo-d the confonants, as we 
dp the vowels* WJaat I am going to tell 

your 
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your lordfliip appears very trifling : that 
more than once, where fome of both lexcs 
were in company, I have perfliaded two 
or three of each to take a pen, and write 
down a number of letters joined together j 
juft as it came into their heads ; and upon 
reading this gibberifh, we have found 
that which the men had wrote, by the 
frequent encountring . of rough conib- 
nants, to found Uke High^Dutcbi and the 
other by the women Uke Italiany abQund* 
ing in vowels and liquids. Now, though 
I would by no means give ladies the trou- 
ble of advifing us in the reformation of 
our language, yet I cannot help thinking, 
that finpe they have been left out of all 
meetings, except parties at play, of where 
worfe defigns are carried on, our conver- 
fation hath very much degenerated. 

In order Xo^ reform our language, I 
conceive, my lord, that a free judicious 
choice fliould be madfe of luch perfons, as 
are generally allowed to be beft qualified 
for Juch a work, without any regard to 
quality,, party or profeilion. Thefe, to a 
certain number at leaft, fhould aflemble 
^X, fofxie appQinted time ^ place, and 
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fix on rules, by which they defign to pitv 
ceed. What methods they wul take, if 
not for me to piefcribe* Your lordihip^ 
and other peribns in great en^doyment, 
might (deaie to be of the number: and 
I am afraid fuch a ibciety would want 
5i«iiir inftruAion and example as much as 
your protection ; for J have, not with* 
out a little envy, obferved of late the 
ftylc of ,^me great minifters very much 
to exceed that of any other produiStions. 
J The peHbns who are to undertake this 
work wUl have the example of the French 
before them to imitate, where thefe have 
proceed right, and to avoid their mif« 
Cakes. Beiides the grammar-^part, where* 
in we -^e allowed to be very defe^ve, 
they will obferve many grofe improprie^ 
ties, which however authorifed by piac^ 
tice, and grown familiar, ought tobedif- 
carded. They will find many words that 
deferve to be utterly thrown out of our 
language, many more to be corre^ed, 
and perhaps not a f€!W long iince anti- 
quated, wnich ought to be rcftorcd on 
account of their energy and found. 
But what I have moA at h^art, is, that 
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ibme method fhould be thou^t on for^ 
nfiertaining and fixing our language for 
ever, after fuch alterations are mad^ in it 
as (hall be thought requidte. For I ani 
of <^inion, that it is better a Wiguage 
ihould not be wholly perfed, than that 
it fhould be perpetisally changing ; and 
we muft give over at one time^ or at 
length infallibly change for the worCe^ 
as the Romans did, when they began ta 
quit their fimplkity of ftyle for affected 
refinements, fuch as we meet in Tacitus 
and other authors ; which ended by de- 
grees in many barbarities, even before the 
G^h had invaded Italy. 

The fame of our writers is ufiially con- 
ned to thefe two iflands, and it is hard it 
ihould be limited in time as much as flase 
by the peipetual variations of our Ipeech* 
It is your lordfhip's obfervation, that if it 
wo-e not for the Bihk Mid Commm Prayer 
Bwk in the vulgar tongue, wie (hould 
hardly be able tx> und^^nd any thing,- 
^at was written amcmg us an hundred 
ycar^ ago ; which is certainly true : for 
rfiofe books being perpetually read iii 
churches,, have proved a. kind of -^iboKl^ii 

for 
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forlanguage,erpeciallv tothecommonpeo<' 
pie. And I doubt, whether the alterations 
nnce introduced have added much to the 
beauty or ftrength of the Englijb tongue, 
though they have taken offagreat deal £om 
iSasXjifnpiicityy which is one of the greateft 
perfe^ons in any language. You, my 
lord, who are {o converfant in the ^cred 
writings, and fo great a judge of them in 
their originals, will agree, that no tranf- 
lation our country ever yet produced hath 
come up to that of the Old and New 
Tefiafnent: and by the many beautiful 
paflages, which I have often had the ho- 
nour to hear your lordfhip cite from 
thence, I am perfuaded, that the tranila- 
tors of the bible were mailers of an Eng- 
liflf ftyle much fitter for that work, than 
any we fee in our prefent writings ; which 
I take to be owing to xhtJimpUcity that 
runs through the whole. Then, as to the 
greateft part of our liturgy y compiled 
long before the tranilation of the Bible 
now in u{e, and little altered fince ; there 
Teem to be in it as great drains of true 
iublime eloquence, as are any where to 
be found in our language; which every 

man 
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man of good tafte will obferve in the com* 
ntunionjervice^ that of burial^ and other 
parts. 

But when I fay, that I would have our 
language, after it is duly corred, always 
to laft, I do not mean that it fhould never 
be enlarged. Provided that no word^ 
which a fociety (hall give a fandion to, be 
afterwards antiquated and exploded, they 
may have liberty to receive whatever new 
ones they (hall nnd occafion for ; becaufe 
then the old books will yet be always 
valuable according to their intrin£ck 
worth, and not thrown afide on account 
of unintelligible words and phrafes, which 
appear harm and uncouth, only becaufe 
they are out of ^fhion . Had the Roman 
tongue continued vulgar in that city till 
this time, it would have been abfolutely 
necefiary, from the mighty changes that 
have been made in law and religion, from 
the many terms of art required in trade 
and in war, from the new inventions that 
have happened in the world, from the vaft 
fpreading of navigation and commerce, 
with many other obvious circumflances, 
to have miade great additions to that Ian> 
3 g^age; 
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guage^ yet the ancients would itiH haVt 
been read and underftood with pleafure 
and eafe. The Greek tongue received 
many enlargements between the time of 
Homer and that of Plutarcby yet the 
former author was probably as well un-^ 
derftood in Trajan % time as the latter. 
What Horace fays of coords going off and 
perijhmg like leaves^ and new ones coming 
in their placey is a misfortune he laments, 
rather than a thing he approves ; but I 
cannot fee why this fliould be abfolutcly 
neceflary, or if it were, what would have 
become of his monumentunt areperenmus* 
Writing by memory only, as I do at 
prefent, I would gladly ke^ within my 
depdi ; and therefore mall not enter into 
further particulars. Neither do I pretend 
more than to (hew the ufefulnefs of this 
defign, and to make fome general obfo- 
rations, leaving the reft to that fociety, 
which I hope will owe its inftitution and 
patronage to your lordfhip. Befides, I 
would willingly avoid repetition, having 
about a year ago ctunmunicated to the 
publick much of what I had to offer upon 
this fubjed, by the hands of an ingenious 
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gentleman, who for a long time did thrice 
a week divert or inftru(Sk the kingdom by 
his papers; and is fuppofed to purfue the 
^me defign at prefent under the title of 
SteBator, This author, who hath tried 
the force and compafsof our language 
with fo much fuccefs, agrees entirely with 
me in moil of my fentimcnts relating to 
it ; fo do the greateft part of the men of 
wit and learning, whom I have had the 
happinefs to converfe with ; and there-^, 
fore I imagine that fu^h a fociety would 
be pretty unanimous in the main points. 
Your lordfhip muft allow, that fuch a 
work as this brought to perfection would 
very much contribute to the glory of her 
majefty's reign ; which ought to, be re- 
corded in words more durable than brafs, 
and fuch as our pofterity may read a 
thouiand years hence with pleasure as well 
as admiration. I always difapprbved that 
falfe compliment to princes, tlmt the moft 
lafling monument they can have, is the 
Hearts of their fubjecSts. It is indeed their 
greateft prefent felicity to reign in their 
fiibjeAs hearts ; but thefe are too perifti- 
able to preferve their- memories, which 

A a can 
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can only be done by the pens of abk and 
faithfial hiftoriansb And I take it to be 
your lordfhip's duty, 2& primt tninifttr^ to 
give order For infpe&ing our language, 
and rendering it fit to record the hiftory 
of ich great and good a princefs, Befides, 
my lord, a»difinterefted as yow appear to- 
the world, I am convinced, that no man 
is more in the power ©f a. prevailing fe- 
vourite pa£ioQ than yoiirfelf ; I mi^an 
that denre of true and laftiag honour, 
which you have borne along wifth you 
through every ftage of yowr life. To this, 
you have often iacrificed yoiar intereft, 
your cafe, aind your health : for preferv- 
ing and increasing this yoQ have expoicd 
yoor pcrfon to fecret treachery and open 
violence. There is not perhaps an exam- 
pie in hiftory of any ttiinifter, who in ib 
fhort a time hatlc performed fo many- 
great things, and overcome fb many dif- 
ficultfes. Now, though I am felly con- 
vinced, that you fear God, honour your 
queen, and love your country, as muck 
as any of your fellow-fubjeds, yet I mull: 
believe, that the defire ot fame hath been, 
no inconiiderable motive to quicken you 
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in the puriuitof thofe actions, which will 
beft deferve it. But at the fame time I 
muft be fo plain as to tell your lordfliip, 
that if you will not take fome care to 
fettle our language, and put it into a ftate 
of contiftuance,^ I cannot promifc that 
your memory jfhall be preferred above an 
himdred years, farther than by imperfed: 
tradition. 

As barbarous and ignorant as we were 
in former centuries, there was more ef- 
fedual care taken by our anceflors to 
preferve the memory of times and per- 
fons, than we find iri this age of learning 
and politenefs, as we are pleafed to call 
it. The rude Latin of the monkt is ftill 
very intelligible; whereas, had their re- 
cords been delivered down only in the 
vulgar tongue, fo b^en and fo barba- 
rous, fo lubjedl to continual fucceeding 
changes, they could not now be undcr- 
ftood, unlefs by antiquaries, who make 
it their ftudy to expound them. And we 
muft at this day have been content with 
fuch poor abftrads of our EngUfh ftory, 
as laborious men of low genius would 
think fit to give us : and even tl>efe ill 
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tjjie next age woul4 be likewife fwallpwedi 
up in fucceeding.coUeftions. . If thing«k 
go on at this rate,, all I can promife ypuf: 
Iprdihip, isy that about two hundred year$ 
hence fome painful cqmpiler, who will be 
^t the trouble of ftydying old language, 
j^y inform the world, that, in thereigft 
of queen Ame, Robert earl of Oxford^^ ^ 
very wife and excellent man, was made 
high treafurer^ and /ayed his coimtry, 
which in thofe days wa§ almoft ruined by 
a foreign wan. and a, domefiick faSion, 
Thus much he may be able to pick outj 
and willing to tranter into his new hif^ 
iory ; but the reft of your chslrader, whicj^ 
} or any other writer may now value our- 
felves by drawing, and the particular, ac? 
count of the great things done under you? 
miniftry, fw which you are already ^ 
celebrated in moft parts of Europe, will 
probably be dropped on account of the 
antiquated ftyle and manner they are de-^ 
liyered in. 

_ How theri fliall any man, who hath a 
genius for hiftory equal to the beft of the 
ancients, be able to imdertake fuch a work 
with fpirit and chearfulnefs, when he con* 
:. . . fiders 
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^'der^ that he will- be read:t with plcafure 
but a vety few years, and in an ajge or 
two fliall ' hardly be^ underfliood- -without 
an interpreter ? This is Uke employing an 
jexcellent ftamary to work upon nioul-=- 
dering ^he*^ Thofp, who apply theit ftu- 
■dies to prefetve the memory of others^ 
.will always h^ve fome concern- for their 
own. And I believe; it is for this reafon> 
that {o few writers among us of any difr 
.tin<9ion have turned their thoughts to 
^^chadifGoyriaging employment : f6r the 
p^EftgliJh hiftpri^fi muft lie under this 
mortifi^tion, that -when his- ftyle grow^ 
>antiquated> he will be oojy confidered as 
a tedious relator of /adts ; -and perhaps 
confultedin his turn among osther.neg:- 
JbSfced authors , to ^ fornifh materials=-for 
ibtoe fotture cblledor. ; ' 

I doubt your lordfhip.is but ill entexr 
tainedwith a few Mattered thoitghts upo a 
4X fubjed:, thjat 4eferwes to fee tre^aied with 
ability aad care: . however, I muft beg 
leave to add a kw words more, perhaps 
nota.ltogether foreign to the fame matten. 
1 know not whether that which I am 
.£oing to fay may pafe for caution, a^vic^ 
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or reproach, any of which will be juftly 
thought very improper from one in my 
ftation to one in yours. However, I muft 
venture to affirm, that if genius and learn* 
ing be not encouraged under your lord- 
ihip's adminiftration, you are the moft 
inexcufable perfon alive. All your other 
virtues, my lord, will be defe^ive with- 
out this; your affability, candor, and 
good nature; that perpetual agreeable- 
nefs of converfation, fo difengaged in the 
midft of fuch a weight of bulinefs and 
oppofition; even your juftice, prudence, 
and magnanimity, will fhine lefs bright 
without it. Your lordfhip is univerfally 
alIo<vved to pollefs a very large portion in 
moft parts of literature ; and to this you 
owe the cultivating thofe manv virtues 
which otherwife would have been lefs 
adorned, or in lower perfedlion. Neither 
can you acquit yourfelf o{ thefe obliga- 
tions, without letting the arts in their 
turn (hare your influence and protedion ; 
beiides, who knows but fome true genius 
may happen to arife under your miniftry, 
exortus ut atherius fol. Every age might 
perhaps produce one or two of thefe to 
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adorn it, if they were not fiink under the 
cenfure and obloquy of plodding, fervile,' 
imitating pedants : I do not mean by a 
true genius any bold writer, who breaks 
through the rules of decency to diftin- 
^ifli himfelf by the fingularity of his opi- 
nions : but one, who upon a deferving 
iubjed is able to open new fcenes, and 
■difcover a vein of true and noble think- 
ing, which never entered into any ima- 
gination before : every ftroke of whofd 
pen is worth all the paper blotted by 
hundreds of others in the compafs of their 
lives. I know, my lord, your friends will 
<^er in your defence, that in your private 
capacity you never rcfufed your purfe and 
credit to the fervice and fupport of learn- 
ed or ingenious men : and that ever fince 
you have been in publick employment, 
you have conftantly beftowed your fa- 
vours to the moft deferving perfons. Bat 
I defire your lord (hip not to be deceived : 
we never will admit of thefe excufes, nor 
will allow your private liberality, as great 
as it is, to attone for your exceflive pub- 
lick thrift. But here again I am afraid 
mdft good fubjedts will interpofe in your 
A a 4 de- 
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defence, by alledging the dcfperate con- 
dition you found the nation in, and the. 
neceffity there was for fb able and faith- 
ful a fteward to retrieve it, if poflible, by. 
the utmoft fnigaUty. We grant all t;his, 
my lord ; but then it ought likewife to 
be confidered, that you have already faved 
ieveral millions to the publick, and that 
what we a(k is too inconfiderable to break 
into any rules of the ftrideft good huf- 
bandry. The French king beftows about 
half a dozen penflons to learned men in 
{cveral parts of Europe^ and perhaps a 
dozen in his own kingdom ; which in the 
whole do probably not amount to half 
the income of many a private commoner 
in Englandy yet have more contributed to 
the glory of that prince, than any million 
he hath other wife employed. For learn* 
ing, like all true merit, iseafily fatisiied; 
whilft the falfe and counteirfeit i$ perpe- 
tually craving, and never thinks it hath 
enough. The fmalleft favour given by a 
great pj ince, as a mark of efteem, to re- 
ward the endowments of the mind, never 
fails to be returned with praife and gra- 
titude, and loudly celebrated to the world. 
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I have known fome yean ago fevcral pen- 
fions given to particular perfons, (how 
dcfervcdly I fliall not inquire) any one of 
which, ir divided into fmaller parcels, ^nd 
diftributed by the crown to tho(e, who 
might upon occafion diftinguifh them^i 
felves by fome extraordinary produdion 
of wit or learning, would be amply fufH- 
cicnt to anfwer the end. Or if any fuch 
perfons were above money, (as every great 
genius certainly is with very moderate 
conveniencies of life] a medal, or fome 
markof diftindion, would do full as well. 
But I forget my province, and find my- 
felf turning projoftor before I am aware ; 
although it be one of the laft charafters 
under which I fhould defire to appear be- 
fore your lordfhip, efpecially when I have 
the ambition of afpiring to that of being 
with the greateft refpe<a and truth, 

My Lord^ 

Your LordJJiiff 

moji obedient^ mofi obligedi 
and moft bumble Jervaut^ 

Jjondon, Feb. 22, 

1711-12. 
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ABOUT a month before die dcmifc of queen Anncy the 
dean having laboured to reconcile the miniflers to eack 
odier without fuccefs, retired to the houfe of a friend in Btrk- 
Jhirt^ and never iaw fhem more. But during this retreat be 
wrote the fcUdwing tre^ti(e» which he thought might be of 
ibme ufe even in that )un£lure, and fent it up to London to be 
printed ^ but, upon (bme difference in opinion between the au - 
th6r and delate lord B^UngbrAcy the publication was delayed 
till the queen's death, and then he recalled his copy : it was 
afterwards placed in the hands of the late aldevman Barber^ 
from whom it was obtained to be printed. The ruin of the 
miniftry by this animofi^ among them^ves vtras longfbrefeea 
and foretold by Sun/iy and it appears by lord BoSngh'pki^ let* 
ter to fir Jf^Uiam Irmdhamj that in his heart he renounced hie 
Ariendfhip for Oxford long before the condulion of the peace, 
though it did not appear tiH afterwards. *^ The peace, /ays 
*^ he, which had been judged to be the only fdid foundation 
^ whereupon we could tte& a tory fyften, and jfX. when k 
*^ was made we found ourfelves at a Aand$ nay the very 
** work, vdiich ought to have been die bafts of oUr ftrength, 
^^ was in part demoliihed before our eyes, and we were ftoned 
*' with the ruins of it.** This event probably rendered the 
difomon of the miniftry vi6ble$ fome prsnoipally eadeavourinr 
to fecure tbemielves, fome ftil labouring to eft^lifh at aU 
events the party they had efpoufed, wJrich faw nothing but 
*^ encreafe of mortification and nearer ig)proacbes to ruin,'*' aai 
it is not to be wondered, that when this treatife was written, the 
dean's attempts to reconcile his friends were unfuccefsfsl ; foe 
BoUngbroke declares, that he abhorred Oxford to fuch a degree, 
that he would rather have 'fuffered bantfhment or death, than 
have taken meafures in concert with him to have avoided 
cither. 
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SOME 

FREE THOUGHTS 

UPON THE 

PRESENT STATE 

A F F A I R a 

Written in the Year 17 14. . 

WHatever may be thought or praftifcd 
by profound politicians, they will 
hardly be able to conrince the reafonablc 
part of mankind, that the moft plain, 
fhort, cafy, fafe, and lawful way to any 
good end is not more eligible, than one 
diredly contrary in fome or all of thefe 
qualities. I have been frequently aflured 
by great minifters, that politicks were no- 
tning but common fenfe 5 which, as it 
was the only true thing thcy.fpoke, fo it 
was the only thing they could have wifhed 
I Ihould not believe. God hath given the 
bulk oiF mankind a capacity to underftand 
reafon when it is faidy offered ; and by 
reaibn they would eanly be governed, if 
it were left to their choice. Thofe princes 
in all ages, who were moft diftinguiflied 
for their myfterious fkill in government^ 
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fo^nd by the ^vent, t^at t|ley haditt fco^- 
fulted their own quiet, or the eafe and 
happinefs of their people ; nor hathpofte- 
rity rcsaembered them with honour : fuch 
as Lyfander and FhUip among the Greeksy 
Ttheriunti RoMe^ pope Alexgnder^^ fixtt 
idd hisToh Cdfar Borgia^ quetnCatberme 
de Medicisy Philip the fecond of Spain, 
with many others. Nor are examples lefe 
frequent of minifters, fanied for men of 
deep intrigue, whofe politicks have pro-s 
duced little. more than murmurings, fac-« 
tions, and difcontents, which ufiialJy ter- 
minated in the difgrace and ruin of thq 
authors. .1 

I can recoiled but three o^cailotis in ^ 
ftate, where the talents of fuch men may 
be thought neceflary ; I mean in a ftat^ 
where the prince is obeyed and loved 
by his fubjedis : firft, in the negociadoQ 
of a peace; fecondly, in adjuiHng thi 
intereftsof our.own country witkthofe oJf 
the nations round us, watching the fe-. 
veral motions of our neighbours and al-] 
lies, and prefervinga due balance among 
them: laftlv, in the management ot 

parties and fadtibns at home. In the firflt 

* ^ •• t 
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p{ thefe cafes I have often heard it Qj>-r 
ieryed, that p)ain good fenfe and a firm 
adherence tp the point have proved more 
effedual than all thofe arts, which I .re- 
piember a great foreign minifter .wfed in 
cwitempt to call the: fj^iru of negmumgi 
In the fepond cafe mi^ch wifdoqi and,« 
thorough knowledge in afiairs both . for 
reign aiid domeftick are certainly requii't 
iCd.;. after which I know . no talents ner 
ceflary bcfides method and fkill in ttxt 
<:pmmon forms of bufinels. In thq l^ft 
xafe, which i^ that of managing psM'ties^ 
ihere fee|ns indeed to be more ocqai^oi^ 
for employing this gift of the lower pot 
Jiticks, whenever the tide runs high again^ 
jt^e. court and miniftry, which (ekJofla 
happens under any tolerable adminiftri^ 
tion, \?hile the true intereft of the na^ 
tion is purfued. But, here in E?tglan4 
:(f0r I dp: not pretend to. ^ftablifh hiax- 
4m$ c^ government in general)' whUe tjip 
wince and miniftry,. the clergy, them^ 
4ority of landed-men, and . bulk of thf? 
^people appear to have, thq fame view^ 
.and the fame principles, it is not obviouiB 
ta me, ^how thofe al tji£ hi^lm can;.li^K? 
2 ' ' . many 
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many opportunities of (hewing their fkill 
in myftery and refinement, befides what 
themfelves think fit to create. 

I have been afliired by men longprac- 
tifed in bufinefs, that the fecrets of court 
are much fewer than we generally fup- 
pofe ; and I hold it for the greateft fe- 
cret of court, that they are fo : becaufe 
the firft fprings of great events, like thofe 
of great rivers, are often fo mean and fo 
little, that in decency they ought to be 
hid: and therefore minifters are fo wife 
to leave their proceedings to be account- 
ed for by reafoners at a diflance, who of- 
ten mould them into fyftems, that do 
not only go dowri very well in the cofFee- 
houfe, but are fupplies for pamphlets in 
the prefent age, and may probably fur- 
nifh materials for memoirs and hiftories 
in the next. 

It is true indeed, that even thofe who arc 
very near the court, and are fuppofed to 
have a large fhare in the management of 
publick matters are apt to dedud wrong 
confequences by reafoning upon the 
caufes and motives of thofe adions, where- 
in themfelves are employed. A great 

minifler 
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minifter puts you a cafe, and aiks your 
opinion, but conceals an eflcntial circum- 
fiance, upon whidi the whole weight of 
the matter turns ; then he defpifcth your 
underilanding for counfelling him no bet-< 
ter, and concludes he ought to trufl en 
tirely to his own wifdom. Thus he grows 
to abound in fecrets and referves even tOr 
wards thofe, with whom he ought to zA 
in the greateft. confidence and concert ; 
and thus the world is brought to judge, 
that whatever be the iflue and event, it 
was all forefeen, contrived, and brought 
to pafs by feme mafter-flroke of his po-* 
liticks. 

I could produce innumerable inftan^ 
ces, from my own memory and obferva- 
tion, of events imputed to the profound 
fkill and addrefs of a minifler, which in 
reality were either the meer effefts of 
ne^igence, weaknefs, humour, pa^on, 
or pride, or at beft, but the natural courfe 
of things left to themfelves. 

During this very feflion of parliament 

a moft ingenious gentleman, who hath 

much credit with thofe in power, would 

needs have it, tliat in the late diffcnfions 

2 at 



Digi 



tized by Google 



356 SOMEFREE THOUGHTS UPON 

atcourtj which grew too high txjbe sny. 
loQger a fcctetj the whole matter was- 
earned with the utmofl dexterity on one 
fide, and with mani&ft ill condud: on 
the odier. To prove this he made ufe 
of die moil plaufible topicks, drawn from: 
die nature and difpoi&don of the federal 
perfbns concerned, as well as dFher ma^^ 
ycRy ; all which he knows as much of a» 
amr man : and gave me a detail of the 
wnole with fuch an appearance of pro-* 
babiUiy, as committed to writing would- 
pafs for an admirable piece of fccrct hif^- 
toiT . Yet J am at the fame dme conv in-* 
ced by the ftrongeft reafons, that the if-, 
foe of thbfe diffenfions, as to the part 
they had in the court and houfeof lords/ 
was pardy owing to very diflerent cay&v 
and partly to the Situation of af^iis, fronS 
whence in thatconjundure they could not 
pafily terminate otberwife thaij they did^ 
whatever unhappy cdnfequences they may 
have for the fiiture. ^ 

• In like manner I have h&ird a phyli- 
cian pronounce with great gravity, that 
he had cured fo many patients of malig-^ 
xuint fevers, and as many more of the 
;.; - •:. fmalU, 
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fmall-pox ; whereas in truth nine parts 
in ten of thofe who recovered, owed their 
lives to the ftrength of nature and a good 
conftitution, while fuch a one happened 
to be their dodor. 

But, while it is fo difficult td learii the 
fprings and motives of fome fads, and (o 
cafy to forget the circumftances of others, 
it is no wonder they {hould be fo grofly 
mifreprefented to the publick by curious 
inquifitive heads, who proceed altogether 
upon Qonjedures, and in reafbning upon 
a,nairs of ftate are fure to be miflaken by 
fearching too deep. And as I have known 
this to be the frequent error of many o- 
thers, fo I am fure it hath been perpetu- 
ally mine, whenever I have attempted 
to difcover the cauies of political events 
by refinement and conjedurej which I 
mufl acknowledge hath very much abated 
my veneration for what they call arcana 
imperii ; whereof I dare pronounce, that 
the fewer there are in any adminiftration, 
it is juft fo much the better. 

What I have hitherto faid, hath by no 
means been intended to detrad from the 
qualities requifite in thofe, who are trufted 
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with theadminiftration of publick affairs j 
on the contrary, I know no ftation of life^ 
where great abilities and virtues of all 
kinds are (6 highly neceffary, and where 
the want of any is fo quickly or univerfal- 
ly felt. A great minifter hath no virtue 
ftM" which the publick may not be the bet- 
ter, nor any defed by which the publick 
is not certainly a fufferer. I have known 
more than once or twice within four years 
paft, an omifHon, in appearance very 
fmall,^ prove almoft fatal to a whole 
fcheme,. and very hardly retrieved. It 
is not always fufficient for the perfon at 
the helm, that he is intrepid in hk na- 
tiwe, free from any tihdure of avarice or 
corruption^ and that he hath gpeat natu- 
ral and acquired abilities. 

I never thought the reputation of much 
fecrecy was a charafter of any advantage 
to a minifter, becaufe it put all other 
men upon their guard to be as fccret as 
he, and was confequently the occafion 
that perfons and things were always mif- 
reprefented to him : becaufe l&ewife too 
great an affedation of fecrecy is uiually 
thought to be attended with thofe little 
intrigues and refinements, which among; 
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theyulgar denominate a man a great po- 
litician ; but among others is apt, whe- 
ther defervedly or no, to acquire the o- 
pinion of cunning: a talent, which dif- 
fers as much from the true knowledge of 
government, as that of an attorney from 
an able lawyer. Neither indeed am I 
altogether convinced, that this habit of 
multiplying fecrets may not be Carried on 
fb far as to flop that communication, 
which is neceflary in fome degree among 
all who have any confiderable part in the 
management or publick affairs i becaufel 
have obferved the inconvenicncies arifing 
from a want of love between thofe who 
were to give diredions, to hiwe been of 
as ill cottfequence, as any that could hap-^ 
pen from the difcovery of fecrets. I 
iiippofe, when a building is to be ereft- 
ed, the model may be the dontrivance 
only of one head; and it is fufBcient 
that the under-Workmcn be ordered 
to cut ftones into certain (hapes, and 
place them in certain poiitions : but the 
ieveral mafter-builders tnuft have fome 
general knowledge of the defign, with- 
out whieh they can give no orders at all. 

B b 21 And, 
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And, indeed, I do not know a greaten 
mark of an able minifter, than that o£ 
rightly adapting, the feveral faculties o£ 
men ; nor is any thing more to^ be la- 
mented than the impradicablenefs of do- 
ing this ia any great degree under out 
prefent circumftances, while fo many 
ihut thcmfelves out by adhering to a 
fadion, and while the court is enflaved 
to the impatience of others,, who defire 
to fell their vote„ or their intereft, as. 
dear as they can. But whether this hath 
not been fubmitted. to more than was 
neceflary, whether it hath not been dan,- 
gerousin the example, and pernicious in 
the pradtice, I will leave to the enquiry 
of thofe who can better determine. 

It may be matter of na little admira- 
tion to confider in fome lights, the ftate 
of affairs among us for four years paft. 
The queen finding herfelf and the maja- 
rity of her kingdom grown weary of the 
avarice and infolence, the miftaken. po- 
liticks, and deftnwElive principles of her 
former minifters ; calls to the fervice of 
the publick another fet of men, who by 
confeffion of their enemies had equal, a^ 
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i>ilities at leaft with their predeceffors 5 
whofe intereft made it neceflary for them 
-(although their inclinations had been o- 
therwife) to a<9: upon thofe maxims which 
were moft agreeable to the conftitution 
in church and ftate; whdfe birth and 
jpatrimonies gave them weight in the na- 
tion ; and who (I fpeak of thoTe who 
were to have the chief part in afFairs) 
had long lived under the ftrideft bonds 
of fiaendfhip: with all thefe advantages 
ftipported by a vaft majority of the land- 
led intereft, and the inferior clergy al- 
jnoft to a man, we have feveral times 
feen the prelent adminiftration in the 
greateft diftrefs, and very near the brink 
of ruin, together with the caiife of the 
church and monarchy committed to their 
charge; neither doth it appear to me at 
the minute I ammow writing, that their 
power or duration are upon any tolerable 
foot of fecurity : which I do not Co much 
impute to the addrefs and induftry of 
their enemies, as to fome failures among 
■themfelves, which I think have b^n full 
.as.vifible in their caufes as their effeds. 
Nothing hath given me greater indig- 
B b 3 xiatioa 
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nation than to behold a miniftry, who 
came with the advantages I have repre- 
(bited) ading ever fince upon the defen- 
five in the hovfe of lords with a njajority 
on their fide, and inftead of calling others 
jto account, as it was reafonably exped:- 
ed, mifpending their time and lofing 
many opportunities of doing good, be^ 
caufe a ftruggling faftion kept them con- 
tinually in play. This courage among the 
adverfaries of the court was infpired in^ 
to th?m by various incidents, for eveiy 
one of which I think the miniftersy or, (if 
that was the cafe) the miniji^r alone is to 
^fwcr. 

For, firft, that race of politicians, who 
in the cant phrafe are called the whint-^ 
ficals*y was never fo numerous, or at 
Jeaft fo a<9tiye, as it hath been fince the 
preat change at court-; many of thofe 
who pretended wholly to be in wfth the 
principles iJppn which h?f majefty and her 

new 

.• Whimficsls, were tories ofthefucceffiontl^eyjoine4thB 

Hrho had been e^ger for thp whigs and declared direflly ar 

ftoncluffon of the peace till the g^inll their party, and affp£t-r 

treaties were perfe<Sted, thefi ed in mod other points a irsoft 

|hey could cqme ijp to no di- glorious neutrality. See B^in, 

redt approbation ; in the cla- Lett, tq JVynd. p. 4S, 45. 
/np^r raifed ^bouf the danger 
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new fibrvants proceeded, either abfenting 
daemfelves with the utmoft indifFerence, 
in thofe conjundures whereon the whole 
caufe depended, or fiding diredly with 
the enemy. 

I v;ery well remember, when this mi- 
mOty was not above a year old, there 
was a little murmuring among fuch as are 
called the higher tories or churchmen, 
that quicker pro^efs was not made in 
removing thofe of the difcontented party 
<jut of employments. I remember like- 
wife, the reafonings upon this matter 
were various, even among many who 
were allowed to know a good deal of the 
infide of the court ; fome fuppofed the 
queen was at firft prevailed <m to make 
that great change with no other view, 
than that of ading for the future upon a 
moderating fcheme in order to reconcile 
both parties ; and \ believe there might 
pofHbly have been fome grounds for this 
fuppofition. Others conceived the em- 
ployments were left undifpofed of, in or- 
der to keep alive the hopes of many more 
im{)atient candidates than ever could be 
gratified. This hath fince been looked on 
B b 4 ' as 
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^ a very high flrain of politicks, and to 
have rucceeded accordingly ; becaufe it 
is the opinion of many, that the nume-' 
rou8 pretenders to places would never 
have been kept in order, if all expeda-^ 
tion had been cut off. Others were yet 
snore refined ; and thought it neither 
wife nor fafe wholly to extinguish all 
opposition from the other iide ; becaufe 
in the nature of things it was abfolutely 
necedary that there ihould be parties in 
on Engli/h parliament ; and a fadion al^ 
ready odious to the people might be fiif^ 
fered to continue with lefs danger, than 
any new one that could arife. To con» 
£rm this it was faid, that the majority in 
the houfe of commons was too great on 
the fide of the high-church, and began to 
form themfelves into a body (by the name 
of the QEiober-club) in order to put the 
minifiry under fubjedion. Laftly, the 
dangpr of introducing too great a number 
oi unexperienced men at once into office, 
was urged as an irrefragable reafon for 
making changes by flow degrees. To dif* 
card an able officer from an employment, 
©r part of a commiflion, where the reve» 
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nue or trade were concerned, for no other 
reaTon but difFering in Tome principles, ot 
government, might be of terrible confe- 
quence. 

However, it is certain, that none of 
thefe excufes were able to pafs among 
men, who argUed only from the principles 
of general reafon. For firft, they looked 
upon all fchemesof comprehenfion to be 
as viiionary and impoiUble in the Aate, 
as in the chvirch. Secondly, while the 
fpirit raifed by the tryal of dr. Sacheverell 
continued in motion, men were not fb 
keen upon coming in themfelves, as to 
(ee their enemies out^ and deprived of all 
afliftance to do mifchief : and it is urged 
further, that this general ambition of 
hunting after places grew chiefly from 
feeing them fo long undifpofed of, and 
from too general an encouragement by 
promifes to all, who were thought capa- 
ble of doing either good or hurt. Third- 
ly, the fear of creating another party vbl 
cafe the prefent faction were wholly lul>- 
dued, was in the opinion of plain men, 
^d in regard to the fltuation of our af- 
fairs^ too great. a facriflce of the nation's 
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£^€ty to die gemus of po]itick&', confider> 
ing^kow much was to be done, and how 
little time might probablv be allowed. 
Befides, the divifion of a houfe of com- 
mons into cwrtBudcountfy parties, which 
was the evil they feemed to apprehend^ 
could never be dangerous to a good mi- 
niftry, who had the true intereft and con« 
ilitution of their country at heart : as for 
the appreheniion of too great a majority 
in the houfe of commons, it appeared 
to be ib vain, that upon fome points of 
importance the court was hardly able to 
procure one. And the O^^^^r-c/n^, which 
appeared fb formidable at firft to ibntie 
politicians, proved in the fequel to be the 
chief fupport of thole who funded them. 
It was lilcewife very well known that the 
greateft part of thofe men, whom the for- 
mer miniftry left in pofTeflion of employ- 
ments, were loudly charged with infuffi- 
ciency or corruption, over and above their 
obnoxious tenets in religion and govern- 
ment ; fo that it would nave been a mat- 
ter of fome difEculty to make a worfe 
choice: bcfidcs, that plea for keepoig 
men of Odious principles in employment 
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upon the fcore of their abilities, was 
thought to be extended a little too far, 
and conftrued to take in all employments 
whatfoever, although many or them re- 
quired no more abilities than would ferve 
tjo qualify a gentleman-ufher at court : 
fo that this laft excufe for the very flow 
fteps made in difarming the adverfaries of 
the crown, was allowed indeed to have 
more plaufibility, but lefs truth, than any 
pf the former. 

I do not here pretend to condemn the 
counfels or a<ftions of the prefentminiftry : 
their fafety and intereft are vifibly united 
with thofe of the publick, they are per- 
fons of unqueftionablc abilities, altogether 
unfufpedied c^ avarice or corruption, and 
have the advantage to be further recom* 
mended by the dread and hatred of the 
pppofite fadion. However, it is manifcft 
that the zeal of their friends hath been 
cooling towards them for above two years 
pafl : they have been frequently deferted 
or diflreffed upon the mofl preffing od^ 
eafions, and very near giving up in de- 
fpair: their charaders have been often 
Ireat^d with th^ utmofl barbarity and in- 
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juftice in both houfes by fcumlous and 
enraged orators ; while their neareii: 
friends, and even thofe who muft have a 
jliare in their difgrace, never oiFered a 
word in their vindication. 

When I examine with myfelf what oc- 
casions the miniftry may have given for 
this coldnefs, inconflancly and difcontent 
among their friends, I at the feme time 
recolledl the various conjedures, realbn- 
ings and fufpicions, which have run fo 
freely for three years paft, concerning the 
defigns of the court : I do hot; only mean 
fuch conjedures, as are born in a coffee- 
houfe, or invented by the malice of a 
party ; but alfo the conclufions {however 
miflaken) of wife and good men, whofe 
quality and ftation fitted them to under- 
hand the reafon of publick proceedings, 
and in whofe power it lay to recommend 
pr difgrace an adminiftration to the peo- 
fJe. I muft therefore take the boldnefs to 
affert, that all thefe difcontents, how ruin- 
ous foever they may prove in the confe- 
quences, have moft unneceflarily arifen 
from the want of a due communication and 
concert. Every man muft have a light 

fuffi. 
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fufficient for the length of the way he is 
appointed to go : there is a degree of con- 
fidence due to all flations; and a petty 
conftable will neither a<a chearfully or 
wifely without that fhare of it which pro- 
perly belongs to him : although the main 
fpring in a watch be out of fight, there 
is an intermediate communication be-> 
tween it and the fmalleft wheel, or elfe 
no ufeful motion could be performed. 
This referved myfterious way of ading 
upon points, where there appeared not the 
leaft occafion for it, and towards perfons, 
who at leaft, in right of their pofts, ex- 
pected a more open treatment, was im- 
puted to fome hidden defign, which every 
man conjeduired to be the very thing he 
was moft afraid of. Thofe who profeffed 
the heighth of what is called the church 
principle, fufpeCled, that a comprehenfion 
was intended, wherein the moderate men 
on both fides might be equally employed. 
Others went farther, and dreaded fuch a 
comprehenfion, as directly tended to bring 
the old exploded principles and perfons 
once more into play. Again, fame affec- 
ted 
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ted to be uneafy about the fuccefficm, and 
feemed to think there was a view of in- 
troducing that pcrfon, whatever he is, 
who pretends to claim the crown by in- 
heritance. Others, efpecially of late, fur- 
roiled on the contrary, that the demands 
of the houfe of Hanover were induftri- 
oufly fomented by fome in power, with- 
out the privity of the or . Now, 

although thefe acculations were too incon- 
fiftent to be all of them true, yet they 
were malicioufly fuffered to pafs, and 
thereby took oiFmuch of that popularity, 
which thofe at the helm ftood in need of 
to lupport them under the difEculties of 
a long perplexing negociation, a daily ad- 
dition of publick debts, and an exhaufted 
treafury. 

But the effeds of this myftical manner 
of proceeding did not end here : for, the 
late diflenfions between the great men at 
court (which have been, for Ibme time 
paft, the publick entertainment of every 
cofFee-houfe) are faid to have arifen from 
the lame fountain ; while on one fide very 
jgreat referve, and certainly very great re- 
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{entment on the other *, if we may believe 
general report (for I pretend to know no 
ferther) have enflamedanimofities to fuch 
a heighth, as to make all reconcilement 
impradicable. Suppofing this to be true, 
it may ferve for a great IciTcm of humi- 
liation to mankind, to behold the habits 
and paffions of men mhcrwife highly 
accomplifhed, triumphing over intereft, 
friendmip, honour, and their own per- 
ibnal fafety, as well as that of their coun- 
try, and probably of a moft gracious prin- 
cefs who hath entrufted it to them. A 
ihip's crew quarreling in a ftOTm, or while 
their enemies are within gun-fhot, is but 
a faint idea of this fatal infatuation : of 
which, although it be hard to fay enough, 
fcone people may think perhaps I have al- 
ready laid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the de- 
fertion of friends and lofs of reputation 
have been {o great, that I do not fee how 
the miniflers could have continued many 
weeks in their flations, if their oppofers 
of all kinds had agreed about the method* 

* Lord OfforS% reftrve was the caufe of 'BoUnghMe'% re- 
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by which th^ fhould be ruined : and 
their prefervation hitherto feems to re- 
iemble his, who had two poifons given 
him together of contrary operations. 

It may feem very impertinent in one of 
my level to point outtomofe, who fitat the 
helm, what courfe they ought to fteer. I 
know enough of courts to be fenfible, how 
mean an opinion great minifters have of 
moft men s underftanding; to a degree, 
that in any other fcience would be called 
the grofleft pedantry. However, unlefs I 
offer my fendments in this point, all I 
have himerto faid, will be to no purpofel 

The general wiflies and defires of a 
people are perhaps more obvious to other 
men, than to minifters of ftate. There 
are two points of the higheft importance, 
wherein a very great majority of the king- 
dom appear perfedily hearty and unani- 
mous. Firft, that the chuTchoi England 
fhould be preferved entire in all her rights, 
powers and privileges ; all dodrines relat- 
ing to government difcouraged, which Ihe 
condemns ; all ichifhis, feds and herefles 
difcountenanced and kept under due fub- 
jedion, as far as confifts with the lenity 
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bf our conftitution; her open enemies 
(among whom I include at leaft diflenters 
of all denominations) not trufted with the 
fmalleft degree of civil or military power ; 
and her fecret adverfaries under the names 
of whigs, low-church, republicans, mo- 
deration-men and the likej receive no 
marks of favour from the crown, but 
what they fliould deferve by a lincere re- 
formation. 

Had this point been fteadily purfued in 
all its parts, for three years part, and af- 
ferted as the avowed refolution of the 
court, there muft probably have been an 
end of fadion, which hath been able ever 
fince with fo much vigour to difturb and 
infult the adminiftration. I know very 
well, that ibme refiners pretend to argue 
for the ufefulnefs of parties in flich a go- 
vernment as ours : I have faid fomething 
of this already, and have heard a great 
many idle wife topicks upon the fubjedt. 
But I fhall not argue that matter at pre- 
fent : I fuppofe, if a man thinks it ne- 
ceffary to p/ay with a ferfenty he will 
chufe one of a kind that is leaft mifehie-< 
vous J otherwife, although it appears to 

Cc be 
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be crufhed, it may have life enough to 
fting him to death. So, I think it is not 
fafe tampering with the prefent fai^on^ 
at leaft in this jundure; firft, becauie 
their principles and pradices have been 
already very duigerous to the conflitu- 
tion in church and ftate ; fecondly, be- 
caufe they are highly irritated with the lo{& 
of their power, full of venom and ven- 
geance, and prepared to execute every 
thing that rage or malice can fuggefl : 
but principally, bccaufe they have pre- 
vailed by mifrepreientations and other 
arti£ces to make the fucceiSbr look upon 
them as the only perfbns he can truft : 
upon which account they cannot be too 
foon, or too much difabled : neither will 
England ever be fafe from the attempts 
of this wicked confederacy,, until their 
ilrength and intereft fhall be ib far re- 
duced, that for the future it fhall not be 
in the power of the crown, although in 
conjundlion with any rich and /fadious 
body of men, to chufe aii ilT majority 
in the houfe of commons.' 

One ftep very neceflary to this great 

work will be to regulate the army, and 
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chiefly thofe troops which in their turns 
have the care of her majefty's perfon; who 
are moft df them fitter to guard a prince 
under an high court ofjufticBy than feated 
On the throne. The peculiar hand of pro- 
vidence hath hitherto preferVed her ma- 
jefty, encompafledj whether fleeping or 
travelling, by her enemies : but fince re-» 
ligion teacheth us, that providence ought 
not to be tempted, it is ill-venturing to 
truft that precious life any longer to thofe, 
who by their publick behaviour and dif- 
courfe difcoVer their impatience to fee it 
at an end ; that they may have liberty to 
be the inftruments of glutting at Once the 
revenge of their patrons and their own. ^ 
It fliould be well remembered, what a 
fatisfadtion thefe gentlemen (after the ejt* 
ample of their betters) were (o fanguinc 
to exprefs upon the queen's laft illnefs 
at JVindfor^ and what threatenings they 
ufed of refufing to obey their general, in 
cafe that illnefs had proved fatal. Nor 
do I Aink it a Want of charity to fufpedt, 
that in fuch an evil day an enraged fac- 
tion would- be highly pleafed with the 
power df the fword, and vvith great con- 
57.':.; 1 /: "'C'c 2 nivance 
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nivance leave it fo long unflieathed, un- 
til they were got rid of their moft for- 
midable advcrfaries. In the mean time 
it muft be a very melancholy profpedy 
that whenever it (hall pleafe God to vifit 
us with this calamity, thofe who are paid 
to be defenders of the civil power, will 
fland ready for any ads of violence, that 
a Junta compofed of the greateft enemies 
to the conftitution fhall think fit to en- 
join them. 

The other point of great importance 
is the fecUrity of the proteftant ilicceflion 
in the houfe oi Hanover : not from any 
partiality to that illuftrious houfe, fur- 
ther than as it hath had the honour to 
mingle with the blood royal of England^ 
and is the neareft branch of our regal line 
reformed from popery. This point hath 
one advantage over the former, that both 
parties jM-ofefs to defire the fame blefling. 
for pofterity, but differ about the means 
of fecuring it. From whence it hath come 
to pafs, that the proteftant fucceifion, in 
appearance the defire of the whole nation, 
hath proved the greateft topick of flander, 
jealoufy, fufpicion and difcontent. 

I I have 
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I have been fo curious to aflc feverai 
.acquaintance among the bppofite party, 
^whether they, or their leaders, did really 
jfufpedl there ^ad been ever any defign in 
the miniftry to weaken the fucceflion in 
favour of the prj&t^nder^ or of any other 
perfon whatfoever. Some of them freely 
anfwered in the nc^gative : others were cm 
the fame opinion, but added, they did not 
know what jmight t^ done in time, and 
upon farther provocations : others again 
4eemed to believe the .affirjnative, hut 
could never produce any plaufible grounds 
for their belii^f. I tave Jiikewife been aC- 
/ured by a perlbn of fome confcquenc<;, 
sthat during a very near and conffent fa- 
^niliarity with the great naen at court for 
four years paft, he ne.vcr could obferve, 
even in thofe hours of converfation where 
^here is ufually leail ueftraint, that on^ 
word ever pafied among them to {hew a 
;difKke to the p^efent fettlement; although 
they would fojjietimes lament, that the 
falfe reprefentations of their's and the 
kingdom's enemies had made fome im- 
prefllons in the mind of the fucceflbr. As 
jto my owij circle of acquainjapce I can 
Cc 3 ifafely 
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{afely affirm, that excepting thofe who are 
nonjurors by profeflion, I have not met 
with above two perfons who appeared to 
have any fcruples concerning the prefent 
limitation of the crown. I therefore think 
it may very impartially be pronounced, 
that the number of thofe, who wifli to fee 
the fon of the abdicated prince upon the 
throne, is altogether inconfiderable. And 
further, I believe it will be found, that 
there are none who fo much dread any 
attempt he Ihall make for the recovery of 
his imagined rights, as the Roman-Catbo- 
Ucks of England ; who love their freedom 
and properties too well to defire his en- 
trance by a French army, and a jfield of 
blood; who muft continue upon the fame 
foot if he changeth his religion, and muft 
cxped to be the fjrft and greateft fufferers 
if he fhould happen to fail. 

As to the perfon of this nominal prince, 
he lies under all manner of difadvantages : 
the vulgar iibagine him to have been a 
child impofed upon the nation by the 
fraudulent zeal of his parents and their 
bigotted counfellors ; who took ipecial 
care, agdinil all the rules of common po- 
licy, 
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Key, to educate him in their hateful lu- 
pcrftition, fucked in with his milk and 
confirmed in his manhood, too ftrong to 
be now fhaken by mr. Lejley * ; and a 
counterfeit converfion will be too grofs to 
pais upon the kingdom, after what we 
have feen and fiifFered from the like prac- 
tice in his father. He is likewife faid to 
be of weak intelle<Ehials, and an unfound 
conftitution : he was treated contemptibly 
enough by the young princes of France^ 
even during the war ; is now wholly neg-; 
leded by that crown, and driven to live 
in exile upon a fmail exhibition : he; is ut- 
terly unknown in England, which he left 
in the cradle : his father's friends are moft 
of them dead, the reft antiquated or poor. 
Six and twenty years have almoft paft fince 
the revolutiony and the bulk of thofe who 
arc now moft in adion either at court, in 
parliament, or publick offices, were then 
boys at fchool or the univerfities, and look 
upon that great change to have happened 

* LeJUf was a nomuring of parliament in Lmden^ in 

clei^man, who wrote a letter praife and on behalf of his 

from Barkduc in Lorraihf the prince. The letter was printed 

place of the pretender's refi- and publickly handed about in 

dence, «ddrefled to a member London. 
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during a period of time for which they 
are not accountable. The logick of the 
higheft tories is now, that this was the 
eftablifliment they found, as foon as they 
arrived to a capacity of judging ; that 
they had no hand in turning out the late 
king, and therefore have no crime to 
anfwer for, if it were any: that the in- 
heritance to the crown is fixed in purfu- 
ance of laws made ever fince their re^ 
membra^ce, by which all papifts are exr- 
cluded, and they have nq other rule to 
go by; that they will no more dispute 
king Wtlliati} the thifd'^ title, than king 
William the firfi^ ; fince they inuft 
have recourfe to jiiftory for both : that 
they have been inftruded in the dcx^rinps 
of paffive obedience, npn-refiftance, and 
heredity right, and find them all ne? 
cefl^y for preferving the prefent efta- 
blifliment in church and ilate and^for 
continuing the fuccejflionin ^e houfe of 
Hanover ^ and muft in their own opi- 
nion i-enpunce all thofe doArines by 
fetting up any other title to the crown, 
This, I fay, feems to be the poHtical 
creed of all the high-principled men I 

have 
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have for fome time jnet with of forty 
years old and under ^ which although I 
do not pretend to juftify in every part, 
yet I am fure it fets the proteilant luccef- 
fion upon a much firmer foundation, 
than all the indigefted fchemes of thofe 
who profefs to ad upon what they call 
^solution-principles. 

Neither ihould it perhaps be foon fort- 
gotten, that during the greateft licenti- 
oufhefs of the prefs, while the facred cha-r 
jrader of the queen was every day jnfulted 
in fadious papers and ballads, not the 
Jeaft refleding infinuation ever appeared 
againft the Hanover family, whatever oc- 
cafion was offered to intemperate pens 
by the ralhnefs or indifcretion of one or 
tvi^o minifters from thence. 

From all thefe conliderations I muft 
therefpre lay it down as an unconteftable 
truth, that the fucce{lion to thefe king- 
doms in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover 
is as firmly fecured as the nature of the 
thing can poflibly admit ; by the oaths 
pf all thofe who are entrufted with any 
pfHce, by the very principles of thofe 
who are terijied the high-churchy by the 

general 
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general inclinations of the people, by the 
infigniiicancy of that perfon who claims 
it from inheritance, and the little affif- 
tance he can expeft either from princes 
abroad or adherents at home. 

However, fincc the virulent oppofers 
of the queen and her'adminiftration have 
fo far prevailed by their emiflaries at the 
court of Hanover y and by their pradices 
upon one or two ignorant, unmannerly 
mejfengers from thence, as to make the 
ekSior <lefire fbme farther fecurity, and 
lend over a memorial here to that tnd : 
the great queflion is how to givereafona- 
ble fatisfa<^ion to his highnefs, and (what 
is infinitely of greater confequence) at the 
fame time confult the honour and fafety 
of the queen, whofe quiet pojfejpon is of 
much more confequence to us of the pre- 
fent age, than his reverjion. The fub- 
flance of his memorial^ if I retain it right, 
is to deiire that fome one of his family 
might live in England^ with fuch a main- 
tenance as is ufual to thofe of the royal 
blood, and that certain titles (hould be 
conferred upon the refl according to an- 
tient cuflom. The memorial doxh not 

fpecify 
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Ipecify which of the family fhould be in- 
vited to refide here; and if it had, I be- 
lieve however, her majefty would have 
looked upon it as a circumftance left to 
her own choice. 

But, as all this is moft manifeftly un- 
neceflary in itfelf, and only in compli- 
ance with the miftaken doubts of a pre*- 
fum'ptive heir; ib the nation would (to 
fpeak in the language of Mr. Sfeel) Ex- 
pect, that her majefty fhould be made 
perfedly eafy from that fide for the fu- 
ture 5 no more to be alarmed with ap- 
prehcnfionsof "y^/j, or demands of writs y 
where * fhe hath not thought fit to give 
any invitation. The nation would like- 
wife expeSiy that there fhould be an end 
of all private commerce between that 
court and the leaders of a pa^ty here| 
and, that his electoral highnefs fhould 
declare himfelf entirely fatisfied with all 
her majefty's proceedings, her treaties of 
peace and commerce, her alliances a- 
broad, her choice of minifters at home, 

and 

• Baron ScbttfZi envoy ex- of Cambridge^ and it was ex- 
traordinary from the elector pe6ted that his highnefs would 
of Hancmer^ demanded a writ have made a vifit to the court 
foj; the elefloral prince to fit of f^ndon. 



ill the houfe of peers as dulce 
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and particularly in her moft gracious con^ 
clefcenfions to his requeft : that he would 
upon all proper occafions, and in the moft 
puUick manner, dilcover his utter dif- 
like of fadious peribns and principles, 
but elpecially of that party, which un^ 
der the pretence or fhelter of his protec- 
tion hath fo long difquieted the king- 
dom : and laftly, that he would acknow^ 
ledge the goodnefs of the queen, and juf^ 
tice of the nation, in Co fully fecuring 
the fucceflion to his family. 

It is indeed a problem which I could 
never comprehend, why the court of 
^ Hanover^ who have all along thought 
themfelves fo perfedly fecure in the af- 
fections, the principles and the profef- 
fions of the Um-church party, fhould not 
have endeavoured, according to the ufual 
poHticks of princes, to gain oyer thofe 
who were reprefented as their enemies 5 
fince thefe fuppofed enemies had made 
£0 many advances, were in pofleffion of 
all the power, had framed the very fet- 
tlement "to which that illuftrious family 
owes its claim ; had all of them abjured 
the pretender ; were now employed in 
'■■ the 
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the great offices of ftate, and compofed 
a majority in both houfes of parliament* 
Not to mention, that the queen herfelf, 
with the bulk of the landed gentry and 
commonalty throughout the kingdom, 
were of the number. This one would 
think might be a ftrength fufficient not 
only to ohftruB but to heflow a fuccefHon : 
and fince the prefumed heir could not 
but be perfedly fecure of the other party, 
who/e greateft avowed griefvance wais the 
pretended danger of his future rights ; it 
might therefore furely have been worth 
his while to have made at leaft one ftep 
towards cultivating a fair correfpondence 
with the power in poffeffion. Neither 
could thofe, who are called his friends, 
have blamed liim, or with the leaft de- 
cency enter into any engagements for 
defeating his title. 

But why may not the reafons of this 
proceeding in the eleSior be diredly con- 
trary to what is commonly imagined ? 
Methinks I could endeavour to believe, 
that his highnefs is thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with boph parties ; is convinced, that 
no true member of the church of Er^- 

lana 
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land can eafily be fhaken in his princ^ 
pies of loyalty, oi* forgfet the obligation 
of an oath, by any provocation. That 
tbefe are therefore the people he intends 
to rely upon, and keeps only fair with 
the others from a trt^e notion he hath of 
their doArines, which prompt them to 
forget their duty upon every motive of 
intereft or ambition. If this conjedure 
be right, his highneis cannot fiire but 
entertain a very high efteem of flich mi- 
nifters, who continue to aft under the 
dread and appearance of a fucceflbr^s ut- 
ftioft difpleaiure, an4 the thresfts of an 
enraged faction, whom he is fuppofed a- 
lone to favour, and to be guided entire- 
ly in his judgment of Britijb af^iirs and 
perfons by their opinions. 

But to return from this digreflion : 
the prefence of that infant prince * among 
us could not, I think, in any fort be in- 
sonfiflent with the fafety of the queen j 
he would be in no danger of being cor- 
rupted in his principles, or expofed in 
his pcrfbn by vicious companions ; he 

could 

* The infiant prince was chofen to reflde here to con- 
the fon of the elefioral prince fcquence of the roemoria]. See 
of Hantvtr, who migbt be p. 250. 
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could be at the head of no fadious clubs 
and cabals, no^ be attended by a hired 
rabble, which his flatterers might re- 
prefent as popularity. He would have 
none of that impatience which the frailty 
of human nature gives to expeAing heirs. 
There would be no pretence for men to 
make their court by affeding German 
modes and refinements in drels or beha- 
viour : nor would there be an occaiion of 
infinuating to him, how much more his 
levee was frequented, than the anti-cham- 
bers of St. James\ Add to all this, the 
advantages of being educated in our reli- 
gion, laws, language, manners, nature 
of the government, each fo very diffe- 
rent from thofe he would leave behind. 
By which likewife he might be highly 
uieful to his father, if that prince fhould 
happen to furvive her majefty. 

The late ]dvigTFilliam, who after his 
marriage with the lady Mary of Eng- 
land^ could have no probable expeda- 
tion of the crown, and very little even 
of being a queen's hufband (the duke of 
Tbrk having a young wife) was no Gran- 
ger to our language or manners, and 

went 
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went often to the chapel of his princefs J 
which I obferve the rather, becaufe I 
could heartily wiftx the like difpofition 
were in another court, and becaufe it 
may be difagreeable to a prince to take 
up new doctrines on a fudden, or fpeak 
to his fubjeds by an interpreter. 

An ill-natured or inquilitive man may 
ftill, perhaps, defire to prefs the ques- 
tion ftirther by afking, what is to be 
done, in cafe it fliould fo happen, that 
this malevolent working party at home 
hath credit enough with the court of 
Hanover to continue the fufpicion, jea- 
loufy, and uneafinels there againft the 
queen and her miniftry ; to make fuch 
demands be ftill infifted on, as are by 
no means thought proper to be compHed 
with ; and in the mean time to (land at 
arm's length with her majefty, and in 
clofe conjundion with thofe who oppofe 
her. 

I take the anfwer to be eafy : in all 
contefts the fafeft way is to put thofe, we 
difpute with, as much in the wrong as 
we can. When her majefty fhall have 
offered fuch or the like conceftions as I 

have 
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have above mentioned, in order to f^^ 
move thofe fcmples artificially raifed in 
the mind of the expedant heir, and to 
divide him from that fadipn by which 
he is fuppofed to have been mifled ; fhfl 
hath done as much as any prince can dp> 
and more than any other would probgbly 
do in her cafe ; and will be juftified be* 
fore God and man, whatever be the ^-^ 
vent. The equitable part of thpfe, whq 
now fide againft the court, will prpba^ 
Hy be more temperate ; and, if a duf 
difpatch be made in placing the civil an4 
mihtary power in the hands of fuch 49 
wifh well to the conflitution, it cannoc 
be any way for the quiet or intereft pf 9, 
fiiccefibr to gratify fo fmall a faiStion, as 
will probably then rcmdn, at the ex- 
pence of a much more numerous an4 
cohfiderable part of his fubjeds. Neir 
ther do I fee how the principles of fuch 
a party, either in religion or govern*- 
ment, ^ will prove very agreeable, b^ 
caufe I think Luther and Calvin feem to 
have difibsd as much as any two a^iong 
the reformers ; and, becaufc a German 
prince will poobably be fufpidpps of 

Dd thofe, 
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diofe, who think they can never deprefa 
the prerogative enough. 

Rit fuppofing, once for all, as far as 
poflible^ that the ekSior fliould utterly 
refufe to be upoa any terms of confi- 
dence with the prefent miniftry, and all 
others of their principles, as enemies ta 
him and the focceflions; hot eafy with 
the queen her felf r but upon fuch con- 
ditions as will not be thought confifient 
with her fafety and honour j and conti- 
nue to place all his hopes and truft in 
the difcontented party. I think it were 
humbly to be wimed^ that whenever 
the fuccelTion fhall take piace, the al- 
terations intended by the new prince 
fhouM be made by himfelf, and not by 
his deputies r becaufe I arn of opinioi^ 
that the claufe empowering the fucceflbr 
tp appoint a latent^ unlimited numbec, 
additional to the feven regents niamed in 
the aEi^ went upon a fuppofition^. that 
the fecret committee would be of fuch, 
whofe enmity and contrary principles dii^ 
pofed them to confound rfie reft. King 
William^ whofe title was much more 
-controverted than that of her inajefty's 

fucceflbc 
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fucccffor can ever probably be, did for 
feveral years leave the adminiftration of 
the kingdom in the hands of lords jufli^ 
ces, during the heighth of a war, and while 
tlie abdicated prince himfelf was frequent- 
ly attempting an invafion : from whence 
one might imagine, that the regents ap- 
pointed by parliament upon the demife 
of the crown would be able to keep the 
peace during an abfence of 2ifew weeks 
without any colleagues. However, 1 am 
pretty confident that the only reafon, why 
a power was given of chufing dormant 
viceroys, was to take away all pretence 
of a neceility to invite over any of the fa- 
mily here, during her majefty's life. 
So that I do not well apprehend what 
arguments the eleEior can ufe to infifl 
upon both. 

To conclude; the only way of fecur- 
ing the conftitution in church and ftate, 
and confequently this very proteftant fuc- 
ceffion itfelf, will be by leflening the 
power of our domeftic adverfaries as much 
as can poffibly confift with the lenity of 
our government ; and, if this be not 
fpecdily done, it will be eafy to point 

D d 3 where 
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where the nation is to fix the blame r 
for we are well aftured, that fince the 
account her majef^ received of the ca- 
balsj the triumphs, the iniblent beha-* 
viour of the whole faction during her 
kte illne^ at PFindfor, fhc hath been as 
willing to fee them deprived of all power 
to do mifchief, as any of her tnoft zea.- 
bus and loyal fubjedts can defire. 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS, 

TXT" E have juft enovigh religion to make 
▼ ' us hate, but npt enough to foakc 
us love one-another. 

Reflect on things paft, as wars, tiego- 
ciations, f^dions, eic. we enter fb lit- 
jtle into thofe interefts, that we wonder 
how men could poilibly be {ohu(y ^nd 
concerned for things fo tranfitory j loot: 
on the prefent times, we find the feme 
humour, yet wonder not at alL 

A wife man endeavours, by tx)nfider- 
ing all ci«:umftances, to make conjec- 
tures, and form coiiclufions ; but the 
fmallejR: accident intervening (and in the 
courfe of affairs it is impofllble to fore- 
fee all) does often produce fuch turns 
and changes, that at laft he is juft as 
much in doubt of events as the moft ig- 
norant and unexperienced perlbn. 
• Pofitiveaefs is a good quality for prea- 
chers and orators, becayfe he d?at would 
obtrude his thoughts and teafgns upon a 
D d 3 multitude 
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multitude, will convince others the more, 
Qs he appears convinced himfelf. 

How is it poffible to expedt that man^ 
kind will take advice, when they will 
not fo much as take warning ? 

I forget whether advice be among the 
loft things, which y^rtfio fays are to be 
foun^ in the moon ; that and time ought 
to have been there. 

No preacher is liftened to but time, 
which gives us the fame train and turn 
pf thought, that elder people have tried in 
vain to put into our heads before. 

When we defire or follicit any thing, 
pur minds run wholly on the good fide 
pr circumftances of it ; when it is ob- 
tained, our minds run wholly on the 
bad ones. 

In a glafe-boufe the workmen often 
^ing in a fmall quantity of frefh coals, 
which feems to difturb the fire, but very 
much enlivens it. ' This feems to allude 
to a gentle ftirring of the paifions, that 
the mind may not languifh. 

Religion feems to have grown an in- 
fant with age, and requires miracles to 
nnrfe it, a§ it had in its infancy. 

All 
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All fits of pleailire are balanced by an 
equal degree of pain or languor ; it ia 
like fpcnding this year part of the next 
year's revenue. 

The ktter part of a wife man's life is 
taken up in curing the follies, prejudices, 
and falle opinions he had contracted in the 
former. 

Would a writer know how to behave 
himfelf with relation to pofterity, let hira 
confider in old books what he finds that 
he is glad to know, and what omifiions 
he moft laments. 

Whatever the poets pretend, it is plain 
they give immortality to none but them- 
felves : it is Homer and Virgil we reve- 
rence and admire, not Achilles or j^neas* 
With hiftorians it is quite the contrary ; 
our thoughts are taken up with the ac- 
tions, perfons, and events we read, and 
we little regard the authors. 

When a true genius appears in the 
world, you may know hiinby this fign, 
that the dunces are all in confederacy a- 
gainft him. 

Men who poilefs all the advantages of 

life, are in a ftate where there are many 

D d 4 accidents 
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iccidents to diforder and dUcompofe, but 
few to pleale diem. 

It is unwifc to punifh cowards with 
ignominy ; for if they had regarded that, 
they would not have been cowards : 
death is their proper punifhment, becauie 
they fear it moft. 

The greateft inventions were produced 
in the times of ignorance ; as the ufe of 
the compafsy gunp<mder, and printings 
and by the duUeft nation, as the Germans, 

One argument to prove that the com- 
mon relations of ghofts and fpeSires arc 
generally falfe, may be drawn from the 
opinion held, that fpirits are never feen 
l^ more than (me peribn at a time ; that 
is to &y, it ieldom happens to above one 
peribn in a company to be poiTefled with 
amy high degree of fpleen or melancholy. 

I am apt to think, that in the day of 
judgment there will be fmall allowance 
given to the wife for their want of morals, 
and to the ignorant for their want of faith, 
bccaufc both are without excufe. This 
renders the advantages equal of igno- 
rance and knowledge. But fbme Scruples 
in the wife, and fome vices in the igno- 
rant. 
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rant, will perhaps be forgiven tipoti the 
(hcngth of temptation to each. 

The value of feveral circumftances in 
ftory leffens very much by diftance of 
time, though fome minute circumflan* 
ces are very valuable ; and it requires 
great judgment in a writer to diflinguifh. 

It is grown a word of courfe for wri- 
ters to %r. This critical age, as divines 
iay, This finfiil age. 

It is pleafant to obferve how free the 
prefent age is in laying taxes on die next : 
Future ages Jhall talk of this 3 this pott 
he famous to ati pofierity : whereas their 
time and i^ou^ts will be t^en up a<- 
bout prefent things, as ours are now. 

The camelion, who is laid to ^sed up<^ 
on nothing but air, hath of all animals 
the nkobkO: tongue. 

When a man is made a fpiritual peer 
he lofiK his iir-name ; when a tcn^wral, 
his chriftian-name. 

It is in difputes as in armies, where 
the weaker fide fbts up fdfe lights, and 
makes a great noife, to make the enemy 
believe them more numerous and ftrong 
than they really are. 

Some 
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Some men, under the notions of weed- 
ing out prejudices, eradicate virtue, ho^ 
nefty, and religion. 

In all well-inftituted commonwealths, 
care has been taken to limit mens ppflef- 
fions; which is done for many reafons, and 
among the reft, for one which perhaps is 
not often. conlidered, that when bounds 
are fetio mens defires, after they have ac- 
quired as much as the laws will permit 
them, their private intereft is at an end, 
and Aey have nothing to do but to take 
care of the publick. 

There are but three ways for a man 
to revenge himfelf of the cenfure of the 
world ; to defpife it, to return the like, 
or to endeavour to live fo as. to avoid it : 
the firft of thefe is ufually pretended, the 
laft is almoft impoftible, the univerfal 
pradice is for the fecond. 

Herodof us tdUuSy that in cold countries 
beafts very feldom have horns, but in hot 
they have very large ones. This might 
bear a pleafant application. 

I never heard a finer piece of fatire a- 
gainft lawyers, than that of aftrobgersy 
when they pretend by fules of art to 

tell 
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tell when a fuit will end, and whether 
to the advantage of the plamtiff or de- 
fendant ; thus making the matter depend 
entirely upon the influence of the ftars,' 
without the leaft regard to the merits of 
the caufe. • 

Theexprefllon in Apocrypha about 7o- 
bit and his dog following him I have of- 
ten heard ridiculed, yet Homer has the 
fame words oiTelemachus moTCthan once 5 
and Firgil fkys fomething like it ofEvan- 
der. And I take the book oiTohit to be 
partly poetical. 

I have known fome men poflefled of 
good qualities, which were very fervice- 
able to others, but ufelefs to themfelves ; 
like a fun-dial on the front of a houfe, to 
inform the neighbours and paffengers, but 
not thie owner within. 

If a man would regifter all his opinions 
upon love, politicks, religion, learning*, 
etc. beginning from his youth and fo gd 
on to old age, what a bundle of inconfif- 
tencies and contradidions would appear 
at laft ? 

What they do in heaven we are igno- 
rant Qf 5 what they do not we are told ex- 

prefly, 
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prdly, thut they neither marryj nw arc 
given in nwrriage. 

When * mwi obfeive? the choice of la- 
dies nQW-^-dgys in jJKe difp^fing pf dveir 
fe.vour$, can he forbear paying fpme yj^-<* 
neration to the memory of thpf^ mare9 
mentioaed by Xmaphon *, who, while 
their n^gn^ s were on, that is, whiie they 
were in their beauty, would never adniit 
the embraces c^ an a&. 

Ji is a miferable iJiing to live in fuf- 
penpe ; it is the life of a fpider. 

Vwe quidem^ pende tamen, improba^ 
dixit. Ovid Metam. 

The ftoical fcheme of Inpplying our 
wants by lopjung o^ our de^es, is like 
cutting off our feet when we want {hoes. 

Phyfidans ought not to give their judg- 
ment of religion, for tjie &me reafbn that 
butchers are not admitted to be jurors up- 
on life and death. 

The reafon, why ^q few marriages are 
ha{^, is becaufe youi]^ ladies fpend their 
time in making nets, not in making cage^. 

If a man will obferve as he walks the 

ftreets. 
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ftreetsj I believe he will find the merrieft 
countenances in mourning-coaches* 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to zSt 
widi prudence, than a misfortune that is 
attended with fhame. and guilt. 

The power of fortune is confcflcd onljr 
by the miferable^ for the happy impute 
all their fuccefs to prudence or metit 

Aihbition c^n puts men upon doing 
the meaneft offices ; fo climbing b per- 
fcnmed in the famo pofhire with creeping. 

Ill 4:ompany is like a d(^^ who dirts 
thofe mofl whom he loves beftw . 

Cei^ure is the titc kman pays to the^ 
publick {or being emihent. 

Although men ore atttifed f6r not 
knbwing their own Weaknefli yet pethaps 
as few know their own ibeii^. Itisiii 
men as in foils, v^hene femetimes there is 
^ vein of gold which the owner knows 
not of. 

S«ire is reckoned the tafiefl of all wit.j 
but J take it tb be otherwife in very bad 
times : fctt* it is as hard to faddze ^:ell a 
man of diflingmifhed vices, as tb praiie 
WeH a man of diftingin^ed iirttteis. It is 

~ . - cai^'' 
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eafy enough to do either to people of mo- 
derate charaders. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and 
judgment of age 5 fo that our judgment 
grows harder to pleafe, when we have 
fewer things to offer it : this goes through 
the whole commerce of life. When we 
are old, our friends find it difficult to 
pleafe us, and are lefs concerned whether 
we be pleafed or no. 

No wife man ever wilhed to be younger. 

An idle reafbn leflens the weight of the 
good ones you gave before. 

The motives of the beft adions will 
not bear too .ftrid an enquiry. It is al- 
lowed, that the caufe or moft adions, 
good or bad, may be refolved into the 
love of oiufelves ; but the felf-love of 
fome men incUnes them to pleafe others ; 
and the felf-love of others is wholly 
employed in pleafing themfelves. This 
makes the great diftindion between vir- 
tue and vice. Religion is the beft motive 
of all adions, yet religion is allowed to 
be the higheft inftance of felf-love. 

When the world has once b^un to 

ufe us ill', it afterwards continues the fame 
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treatment with lefs fcruple or ceriemony, 
as men do to a whore. 
-. Old men view beft at a diflance with 
the eyes of their underftanding as well as 
with thofe of nature. 

Some people take more care to hide 
their wifdom than their folly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural objed of 
temptation to a prince, as wine or women 
to a young fellow, or a bribe to a judge, 
pr avarice to old age, or vanity to a wo- 
man. 

Anthony Henly% farmer dying of am 
^fthma^ faid, well, if I can get this breath 
once «^, I'll take care it fliall never get 
in again. 

The humour of exploding many things 
imder the name of trifles, fopperies, and 
only imaginary goods, is a very falfe proqf 
either of wifdom or magnanimity, and a 
•great check to virtuous a<5lions. For in- 
ftance, with regard to fame : there is ih 
mod people a relu<flance and unwillingnefs 
to be forgotten. We obferve even among 
the vulgar, how fond they are to have an 
inicription over their grave.; It requires 
but little philofophy to difcover and ob- 
ferve 
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{erve that there is no intrinfick value in 
all this^ however, if it be founded in our 
nature, as an incitement to virtue, it 
ought not to be ridiculed. 

Complaint is the largeft tribute heaven 
receives, and the fincerefl part of our de- 
votion. 

The common fluency of fpeech in 
many men, and moft women, is owing 
to a fcarcity of matter, and a fcarcity of 
words ; for whoever is a mafter of lan- 
guage, and hath a mind full of ideas, will 
be apt in {peaking to hefitate upon the 
choice of both ; whereas common fpea- 
kers have only one let of ideas, and one 
fet of words to cloath them in ; and thefe 
are always ready at tiie mouth : (o peo- 
ple come ^er out of a church when it 
is almoft empty, than when a crowd is at 
the door. 

Few are qualified to Jhme in company ; 
but it is in m<^ mens power to be agree- 
ble. The reafbn therefore, why converfa- 
tion runs fo low at prefent, is not the de- 
k€t of underflanding, but pride, vanity, 
ill-nature, afFedation, fingularity, pou- 

tiveaeis. 
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tivenefs, or fome other vice, the effed of 
a wrong education. 

To be vain is rather a mark of humi- 
lity than pride. Vain men delight in tell- 
ing what honours have been done them, 
what great company they have kept, and 
the like, by which they plainly confefs 
that thefe honours were more than their 
due, and fuch as their friends would not 
believe if they had not been told : where- 
as a man truly proud thinks the greateft 
honours below his merit, and confequent^ 
ly fcorns to boaft. I therefore deliver it as 
a maxim, that whoever defires the cha-* 
raAer of a proud man, ought to conceal 
his va;iity. 

Law, in a free country, is, or ought to 
be, the determination of the majority of 
thofe who have property in land. 

One argument u fed Kp the difad van- 
tage of providence, I take to be a very 
ftrong one in its defence. It is objeded, 
that ftorms and tempefts, unfruitful fea-» 
fons, ferpents, fpidera, flies, and other 
noxious or troublefome animals, with 
many more inllances of the like kind, dif- 
cover an imperfection in nature, becaufe 

£ e human 
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human life would be much eafier with- 
out them : but the defign of providence 
may dearly be perceived in this proceed- 
ing. The motions of thefun and moon ; in 
Ihort, the whole lyftem of the univerfe, as 
far as philoibphers have been able to dif- 
cover and obferve, are in the utmoft degree 
of regularity and perfe«^on ; but where- 
cver God hath left to man the power c^ 
interpofing a remedy by thought or la- 
bour, there he hath placed things in a 
ftate of imperfeftion on purpofe to ftir 
up human induflry^ without which life 
would ftagnaxe, or indeed rather could 
not fubfifl at all : Curis accuunt mortalia 
corda. 

Praife is the daugjiter of prefent power. 

How inconflftent is man with himfelf ? 

I have known feveral perfons of great 
fame for wifdom in publick affairs and 
councils governed by foolifh Servants. 

I have known ^eat minifters, diftin- 
guiihed for wit and learning, who pre- 
ferred none but dunces. 

I have known men of great valouc cow- 
ards to their wives. 

I have known men of the greatefl cun- 
ning perpetually cheated. 

2 I knevi? 
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i knew three great minifters, who 
could exadly compute and fettle the 
accompts of a kingdom, but were wholly 
ignorant of their own oeconomy. 

The preaching of divines helps to pre- 
ferve well-inclined men in the courfe of 
virtue, but feldom or never reclaims the 
vicious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices 
than the fervants whom they truft for the 
■dilpofel of places : I have known a prince, 
more than once, chufe an able minifter ; 
but I never obferved that minifter to ufe 
his credit in the difpofal of an employ- 
ment to a perfon whom he thought the 
£tteft for it. One of the greateft in this 
age owned and exdifed the matter from 
the violence of parties, and the unrea- 
. fonablenefs of friends. 

Small caufes are lufficient to make a 
man uneafy, when great ones are not in 
the way : for want of a ^/ock he will flxim- 
ble at SiJ^raw. 

Dignity, high ftation, or great riches, 
are in fome fort neceffary to old men, in 
order to keep, the younger at a diftance, 

£ e 2 who 
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who are otherwife too apt toinfult them 
upon the fcore of their age. 

Every nran dcfires to live long ; but no 
man virould be old. 

Love of flattery in moft men proceeds 
from the mean opinion they have of them' 
ielves ; in women from the contriury. 

If books and laws continue to increafe 
as they have done for fifty years paft, I 
am in fome concern for future ages, how 
any man will be lef^rned:, or ^y man a 
Jawyer. 

Kings are commonly faid to have long 
kflnds ; I wifli they had as long ears^ 

Princes in their infancy, childhood, 
and youth, are faid to difcover prodigious 
parts and wit, to fpeak things th^t flirprize 
^d aflonifli : ftrange, fb many hopeful 
princes, and fo many fhameful kings ! If 
they happen to die young, they v^puld 
have been prodigies of wifdom and vir- 
tue : if they live, they are often prodi-^ 
gies indeed, but of another fort. 

Politicks, as the word is commonly un- 
derftood, are nothing but corruptions, 
and confequently of no ufe to a good 
king, or a good miniftry j for which rea^ 
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fon courts are fo over-run with politicks, 

SiUnusy the foiler-father of Bacchus^ 
is always carried by an afs^ and has horns 
on his head. The moral is, that drunkards 
are led by fools, and have a great chance 
to be cuckolds. 

Vmusy a beautiful good-natured lady, ' 
was the goddefs of love ; Juno^ a terri- 
ble {hrew, the goddefs gf marriage : and 
they were always mortal enemies, 

Thofe who are againft religion, muft 
needs be fools ; and therefore we read 
that, of all animals, God refufed they&y?^ 
born of an afs. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, 
as we are pleafed with a i^yft words ipo-^ 
ken plain by a parrot. 

A nice man is a man of nafty ideas. 

Apollo was held the God of phyfick, 
and fender of difeafes. Both were ori^- 
nally the fame trade, and ftill continue. 

Old men and comets have been reve- 
renced for tl^e fame reafon ; their long • 
beards, and pretences to foretel events. 

A perfon was afked at court, what he 
thought of an ambafTador, and his train, 
who were all embroidery and lace, full of 

bows, 
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bows, cringes, and geftures ; he {aid, it 
was Sol<mwn% importation, Gold and apes. 

There is a ftory in Paufanias of a plot 
for betraying of i. city difcovcred by the 
braying of an afs : the cackHng oi geefe 
faved the capital^ and Catiline^ confpira- 
cy was difcovered by a wh^re, Thefe arc 
the only three animals, as far as I re- 
member, famous in hiftory as evidences 
and informers. 

Moft forts of diverfion in men, chil- 
dren, and other animals, are an imitation 
of fighting. 

Augufius meeting an afs with a lucky 
. ^ame foretold himfelf good fortune. I 
meet many afles, but none of them have 
. lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, 
the comfort is, he keeps his at the fame 
time. 

Who can deny that all men are vio- 
lent lovers of truth, when we fee them 
fo positive in their errors, which they will 
maintain out of their zeal to truth, al- 
though they contradift thcmfclvcs every 
day d* their lives ? 

That 
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That was excelkntly- obferved^ fay I, 
wRen I read a paffage in an author, 
where his opinion agrees with mine. 
When we differ, there I pronounce him 
to be miftahn. 

Very few men,, properly fpeaking, live 
at prefent, but are providing to live an- 
other time. 

As univerfal a pradice as lying is, and 
as eafy one as it feems, I do not remem- 
ber to have heard three good lyes in all 
my converfation, even from thofe who 
were moft celebrated in that faculty. 
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